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BFC Comments .. . 


Analysis of Many Factors in Foreign 
Markets Assumes Greater Importance 


A news story reporting the plans of an internationally known 
American firm to undertake extensive expansion of its oversea 
operations reminds us that the firm’s staff has been active in 
gathering facts over the past several months. 


Management decisions whether to expand local production 
in selected foreign markets or to change the emphasis of total 
foreign marketing operations are usually based on a careful 
analysis of many factors. Data on the existence of industrial 
operations, employment levels and wages, telephone installations, 
automobile ownership, school facilities and educational levels, 
and other market indicators are carefully pathered and corre- 
lated with the particular firm’s own experience and objectives. 


Such study projects of potential market development pre- 
pared by the research staffs or consultants enable the directors 
of American companies to look ahead with some reasonable 
degree of assurance. 


Analysis of markets abroad is becoming more and more 
the practice as American industry looks toward meeting the re- 
quirements of foreign markets more fully. The establishment of 
production facilities in strategic locations, the negotiation of 
licensing agreements, or the planning of-coordinated advertising 
and selling campaigns, including participation in international 
trade fairs, improved servicing arrangements, or other sales ideas 
require an informed opinion of the market. 

Government facilities are endeavoring to provide the neces- 
sary basic data required in the conduct of foreign-market re- 
search. In the Foreign Commerce Weekly, October 1, reference 
was made to statistical data available. However, since govern- 
mental facilities are necessarily limited, and, in the interest of 
serving the entire business communitY, must be directed toward 
the preparation of data having quite broad application, much of 
the work of foreign market analysis with respect to specific 
products has to be done by the interested company or its repre- 
sentatives. 

Case histories of successful marketing overseas of American 
products are becoming more numerous. The manufacturer and 
exporter is endeavoring to learn more about what the customer 
expects to find in the product and is tailoring his product and 
the distribution and servicing of it to the customer’s practical 
needs and desires. Successful introduction of specialized agricul- 
tural machinery in France and rapid strides in the sales of 
American household appliances in several European countries 
are among many examples of how market analysis in foreign 
countries is paying off. 








Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—-ranging from comprehensige 


economic and business data to details 


on export and import regulations—ig 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own cities or Jo- 
calities through the 32 Field Offices 
of the U. S. Department of Com. 
merce, 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the Unit. 
ed States and abroad. Aided by the 
current information and publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
ington, they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their commu- 
nities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Com- 
merce publications, reference mate- 
rial, and other information, for use 
by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Department's 

Field Offices follow: 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321 Post 
Office Bidg. 

Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 
st. Bld 


Boston 9, , = 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, 8S. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bidg., West End Broad St. 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg, 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 22, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit*26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City é, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 213 Falls Bidg. 
Miami $2, Fla., 300 N.E. First Ave. 
ee 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


ldg. 

New eaes 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave, 

New York 17, N. Y¥., 110 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Court- 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

— Lake City 1, Utah, 222 S.W. Temple 


t. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 





Herold C. McClellan, Assistant 


Secretary for International Affairs Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Brazilian Prices Up; Credit Tightens 


Higher prices and a tight credit situation have been the principal 
problems in Brazilian business circles in recent months. 

The higher minimum wage scale became effective on August 1 
and it appeared that almost immediately lower salaried sectors of the 
population began to lose the advantages of the increase. 


The cost-of-living rise, which was ac- 
celerated in July in anticipation of the 
wage increase, was estimated by the 
Ministry of Labor at 3.8 percent. 


Retail price increases were permitted 
in August for such foodstuffs as bread, 
sugar, and milk. 


Heavy rainfall in the Sao Paulo area 
affected the quantity and quality of a 
number of crops, including corn, beans, 
and rice, probably presaging even higher 
food prices. 

Currency in circulation declined by 
1.1 million cruzeiros from the July 31 
figure, to 73.7 billion cruzeiros at the 
end of August. Paper currency amount- 
ing to 400 million cruzeiros was issued 
in the first week in September, the first 
issue since 700 million cruzeiros re- 
leased on July 7. The Federal fiscal 
deficit for the first 5 months of 1956 
was reported at over 9 billion cruzeiros. 


Cruzeiro Rate Strengthens 


The cruzeiro rate in the free-exchange 
market strengthened from about 76 
cruzeiros to the dollar at the end of 
July to about 70 cruzeiros at the end 
of September. 

Auction premiums for exchange com- 
mitment certificates covering imports 
have continued to decline and, in the 
auctions held in Rio de Janeiro during 
the week of September 11 the average 
premium for U. S. dollar exchange cer- 
tificates was 82.3 cruzeiros, the lowest 
since the beginning of 1955. The range 
in cruzeiros per dollar in the respective 
categories was as followst First, 52 to 
56: second, 78 to 85; third, 148 to 159; 
fourth, 191 to 200; and fifth, 270 to 273. 
The average premium for area of 
limited convertibility (ACL) dollars 
auctioned in Rio and Sao Paulo in the 
same week was 80.5 cruzeiros, the low- 
est since the beginning of the auctions 
of ACL dollars in August 1955. The gen- 
eral trend of premiums for other cur- 
rencies also was downward. 


, > . ‘ 

An important factor in the reduction 
of premiums for U. S. dollar certificates 
was the increase of offerings of dollars 
at the exchange auctions (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Aug. 27, p. 4, and Sept. 
10, p. 5). 

The new credit restrictions imposed 
in July (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Sept. 10, p. 8) also have helped to 
dampen the demand for imports. Im- 
porters. who purchased certificates cov- 
ering imports at the previous high levels 
are concerned that they may be forced 
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to take substantial losses on their im- 
ports. 
Trade Balance Favorable 

The value of exports in the first half 
of 1956 exceeded imports by $170.6 mil- 
lion, in contrast to an import balance 
of $48.9 million for the first half of 
1955. Exports in the 1956 period in- 
creased to $718.8 million from $612.4 
million in the like period of the preced- 
ing year, and imports dropped to $548.2 


million in 1956 from $661.3 in the 1955 
first half-year. 


The preponderance of coffee in Janu- 
ary-June 1956 exports is evidenced by a 
breakdown of the value by commodity, 
with data for the comparable 1955 pe- 
riod in parentheses: Coffee, $500.8 mil- 
lion or 69.7 percent of the total ($349.5 
million or 57.1 percent); raw cotton, 
$57.1 million ($67.8 million); cocoa 
beans, $22 million ($26.5 million); other 
products, $138.9 million ($168.6 million), 

Coffee continued to move well at satis- 
factory prices in the third quarter of 
1956; exports totaled 1.3 million bags 
in July, almost 1.5 million in August, 
and an estimated 1.5 million in Septem- 
ber, or a total of approximately 4.2 mil- 
lion bags. In the first 6 months of the 
year coffee exports totaled 8.6 million 
bags. 

By an exchange of notes with 
Brazil on August 23, France became 
a member of the so-called Hague Club 
of limited foreign-exchange converti- 
bility for trade with Brazil, which in- 
cludes also the United Kingdom, West 
Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium- 
Luxembourg, Italy, and Austria. The ar- 
rangement follows the same general 


lines as other such accords except that 
f 
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France maintains a quota on Brazilian 
coffee imports. 

Following the announcement of the 
agreement with France, the amount of 


area of limited convertibility dollars - 


offered at the exchange auctions was 
increased from $2.27 million weekly to 
$2.65 million. 


Negotiations were begun in Buenos 
Aires for a revision of the agreement 
covering trade between Brazil and Ar- 
gentina, which declined considerably 
in the first half-year. An agreement for 
the exchange of fruit between the two 
countries was signed in September. 


Shipping Terminal Inaugurated 

The first shipment of crude oil from 
Bahia to the refinery at Cubatao, near 
Santos, inaugurated the shipping termi- 
nal at the Ilha Madre de Deus. The. 
operation of this terminal makes pos- 
sible the export to southern Brazil of 
crude from the Bahia oilfields pending 
the increase in the capacity of the re- 
finery in Mataripe, Bahia, from the 
present 5,000 barrels daily to a pro- 
posed 37,000 barrels. Enlargement of 
the terminal is planned to permit ship- 
ment of the products of the expanded 
Mataripe refinery to other parts of 
Brazil. 

Brazil’s first petroleum refinery in 
the Amazon Valley, with a nominal 
daily capacity of 5,000 barrels of crude, 
is expected to be inaugurated in De- 
cember: Owned by Companhia de Pe- 
troleo da Amazonia (COPAM), the re- 
finery is 10 kilometers east of Manaus. 
Crude oil will be supplied from Vene- 
zuela and Peru at first. , 

Electric power from the Sao Fran- 
cisco Hydroelectric Co. has been made 
available to the first Pernambucan area 
in addition to Recife. The power sys- 
tem was extended to the municipality 
of Goiana which has approximately 45,- 
000 inhabitants—according to the 1950 
census-—of whom about 14,000 live in 
the town of Goiana. The municipality’s 
principal industries are sugar and tex- 
tile mills, and the advent of plentiful 
electrical power is expected to stimulate 
the area’s industrial development. ~ 

Efforts are being made to improve 
inadequate public transportation facili- 
ties in a number of Brazilian cities. The 
Sao Paulo concessionaire recently called 
for bids to improve and expand its sys- 
tem, bids were invited for the installa- 
tion of trolley bus systems in Rio de 
Janeiro and in Salvador, and plans to 
purchase 65 trolley buses are being 
studied by the municipal government of 
Recife. 

Wheat Growers Confer 


The Second National Wheat Confer- 
ence was held by wheat growers at 
(Continued on page 35) 
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Kuwait Imports From U. S. Increase 
Sharply; Consumer Goods in Demand 


Kuwait imports from the United States were reported to have 
increased by some 50 percent in volume in the first 7 months of 1956, as 
compared with the like period of 1955, and it is evident that total imports 


from all countries rose substantially. 


The value of imports from the United States increased from $3.5 


million in the first quarter of 1955 to 
$6.7 million in the corresponding period 
of this year, according to U. S, trade 
statistics. 


The most spectacular rise in U. S. 
exports to Kuwait was in motor ve- 
hicles, including spare parts and ac- 
cessories. In March alone, the United 
States exported a record $1.7 million 
worth of vehicles which began to show 
up in Kuwait April and May customs 
figures. These reveal that 911 U. S. cars 
and trucks were imported into Kuwait 
in May, compared with only 206 in April. 


U. 8. Vehicle Exports Mount 


Seven-month totals reveal that 3,707 
U. S. cars and trucks were imported 
in 1956, compared with only 1,395 
vehicles in 1955. 

Other U. S. exports to Kuwait which 
have increased considerably in value are 
industrial machinery, including air-con- 
ditioning equipment; construction, ex- 
cavating, and mining machinery; iron 
and steel-mill products, consisting 
mainly of pipes and tubing; and. ciga- 
rettes. Electrical machinery and ap- 
paratus, and foodstuffs, decreased, 
whereas textile fibers and manufactures, 
chemicals, and rubber manufactures 
were comparable to 1955 exports. 

Kuwait exports, consisting principally 
of crude oil, increased about 8 percent 
in the first 6 months of 1956, amounting 
to 214,079,757 U. S. barrels. Oil exports 
to the United States increased in this 
period by only a little over 1 percent. 

At the current increase rate of U. S. 
exports to Kuwait, the U. S. share of 
total Kuwait imports by value for 1956 
probably will be more than the 16-per- 
cent portion in 1955, as its share by ton- 
nage for the first 7 months of 1956 was 
20 percent higher than for that period 
in 1955. 

The increase in U. S. exports of auto- 
mobiles and air-conditioning equipment 
reflects the development of a gradually 
expanding middle class, or consumer 
group, whose income level permits pur- 
chase of this type of equipment. This 
rising demand stems essentially from a 
broader division of the wealth of the 
country; more Kuwaitis are sharing in- 
directly in the State’s substantial oil 
revenues. 


City Planning Progresses 


Furthermore, Government salaries 
are being steadily increased and certain 
categories of employes are being pro- 
vided generous transportation allow- 


4 


ances amounting to as much as $90 
monthly, which are used to buy cars 
on the installment plan. Lower level 
employees receive Government loans for 
automobile purchase, repayable in 2 
years without interest. 

Under the development program, four 
main thoroughfares in the center of 
Kuwait had the focus of attention of 
the Development Board Committee and 
of other affected Government depart- 
ments during the summer. Houses along 
these thoroughfares were being de- 
molished and plans were laid for the 
construction of new buildings. 

One thoroughfare, which borders the 
waterfront, was visited by members of 
the Committee to determine necessary 
demolition and to inform owners of 
buildings occupying the new right of 
way to appear at the Public Works De- 
partment for verification of the widened 
road's exact dimensions. A_ second 
thoroughfare, where the Municipality 
Building, the new Law Courts Building, 
and the new Press and Publication 
Building will be located, was also in- 
spected, and the Public Works Depart- 
ment has invited bids from engineering 
firms for its design and construction. 

The third street undergoing major 
changes has high priority because of the 
installation of the main water drainage 
pipes leading to the sea. 

The future main business thorough- 
fare of the city is also undergoing a 
drastic facelifting. ‘The Development 
Board Committee has approved the es- 
tablishment of uniform building units 
for each shop front, and property own- 
ers have been instructed to negotiate 
among themselves to insure that prop- 
erty ownership conforms to the build- 
ing unit pattern. 

Property owners were invited to ex- 
amine the plans demarcating the build- 
ing units at the Public Works Depart- 
ment, and if they failed to reach agree- 
ment among themselves by September 
30, 1956, the Government was to acquire 
all the area and have it constructed 
and exploited. 

The Public Works Department has in- 
vited bids from engineering firms for the 
design and supervision of the .construc- 
tion of buildings in the new units. 

Before it recessed, the Development 
Board awarded the contract for the de- 
sign of three neighborhood units outside 
the city wall to the Kuwaiti-German 
Firm for Consulting and Design; which. 
has promised to complete the scheme 





Oklahoma Show Features 
International House 


An International House, where 
all nations of the free world are 
invited to display their goods, wil] 
be featured in the Oklahoma 
Semi-Centennial Exposition to be 
held June 14-July 7, 1957, at the 
State Fair Grounds, Oklahoma 
City. 

The climax of Oklahoma's cele- 
bration of its 50th anniversary of 
statehood, the Exposition, which 
is expected to attract more than 
1.5 million people, will illustrate 
the progress made in those years 
under the theme, “Science, Indus- 
try and International Trade.” 

The history and growth of 
aviation will be portrayed in an 
“Aerosphere” show, and other dis- 
plays will include foodstuffs, wear- 
ing apparel and accessories, sports 
and do-it-yourself equipment, oil 
and petroleum products, and trans- 
portation and construction equip- 
ment. 

Requests for information about 
exhibits, space; and other details 
should be directed to the Director, 
Oklahoma Semi-Centennial Expo- 
sition, Farley Station, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. 











within 6 months at approximately 1% 
percent of the estimated costs of the 
projects. This is the same firm which ob- 
tained the contract for the design of the 
projected Subah Hospital. 

The three units lie in still relatively 
undeveloped desert terrain south of the 
U. S. Consulate, and the priority as- 
signed to their development reflects the 
main direction of city expansion. 

In August the Public Works Depart- 
ment turned over to the municipality 
812 recently~completed lower income 
group houses, which will reduce some- 
what the current housing shortage. 

The Department of Real Estate was 
established in July by decree of the 
Ruler. 

The contract for the construction of 
Power Station B was let on August 25 
to the lowest bidder, the Austrian-Ku- 
waiti Engineering Co., which had ob- 
tained the contract for leveling the site 
and constructing the foundations for the 
plant. The successful bid was 12,606,312 
rupees, or approximately $2.5 million. 
The new plant, which is expected to be 
completed by early 1958, will raise kilo- 
watt production from about 30,000 to 
70,000 kilowatts. 


New Schools for Fall Term 


Some 14 new schools, which were to 
be ready for use by the start of the fall 
term,, were expected to relieve over- 
crowded conditions of existing schools. 


(Continued on page 6) 
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lraq Development Plan 
Extended to Six Years 


The sum of 153,755 Iraqi dinars (1 
Iraqi dinar = US$2.80) is to be spent on 
flood control, irrigation, and drainage 
under the recently expanded 1955-60 
Iraq Development Board Program, de- 
scribed in detail in Iraqi Law No. 54 
of 1956. 

Following is a summary of expendi- 
tures by projects under the new 6-year 


program, as compared with the earlier 
5-year plan, in thousands of Iraqi 
dinars, 
Major projects 1955-59 1955-60 
Administration studies and 
organization expenditures 5,450 7,350 
Flood control, irrigation, and 
drainage . 107,935 153,755 
Road 43,700 63,686 
Bridg ‘ 10,000 22,890 
Airports .. ‘ — 8.851 
Railroad . . 15,500 24,940 
Ports “—_ 4.000 
Health institutes 7,000 9,975 
Scientific institutes and the 
university 3,150 6.314 
Public buildings 10,400 20,900 
Summer! resorts and rest f 
houses 2.000 2.580 
Housing 6,000 24,085 
Industry mining, and elec- 
tricity 43,571 67,119 
Development of animal, plant, 
and underground water 
resources 6.475 14,287 
Total 266,181 430,732 
Minor projects 
Buildings and institutes . 32.250 59,375 
Miscellaneous projects » oon 9,900 
Total . 38 125 69 275 
Grand total. 304, 306 500, 007 


U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 

A loan copy of this law is available 

from the Near Eastern and African 

Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
Washington 25, D, C. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Mexican Exports of Cotton Act as 
Brake Against Seasonal Slowdown 


Mexican cotton exports in July were heavier than normal when the 
new crop entered the market and gave indications of acting as a brake 


on the seasonal slowdown in activity. 


Compensation trade operations, principally cotton for unassembled 
automobiles, went forward at a steady rate, and by the end of August 


approximately $50 million worth of cot- 
ton from the current crop reportedly 
had been sold in compensation for im- 
ports. About $35 million of this amount 
was charged against unassembled auto- 
mobiles. The greater part of the cotton 
crop was reported to have been sold. 


The trend of increased imports and 
decreased. exports, which began in 
March continued through June, when 
imports reached the unprécedented 
value of $101,299,000, and exports fell to 


$46,282,000, slightly below June 1955 
and the lowest level since July 1954. 


Foreign trade in July, according to 
preliminary figures, showed a definite 
improvement over June, and tourist re- 
ceipts were seasonally higher. This im- 
provement was reflected in the increase 
in foreign-exchange reserves which, 
after falling $63 million in June and 
July, rose to $410 million by the end of 
August and equaled those of December 
1955. 

Tourist entries in April-July totaled 
169,172, compared with 193,230 in the 
like period of 1955. The 12-percent de- 
crease is believed to have resulted from 
a different method of adjusting the raw 
figures obtained from ports of entry, 
since Bank of Mexico’s figures for 
tourist expenditures in the April-July 
period show an increase of $1.7 million 
over the corresponding period of 1955, 


Tourist Trade Up 


The balance of payments was more 
unfavorable in June than in May, at- 
tributed partly to a trade deficit of $55 
million and to the repayment of loans 
of $13 million, as against only $6 mil- 
lion of new loans obtained. Tourist 
trade in June-showed a net receipt of 
$19 million, $2 million above May; other 
items in the balance of payments, in- 
cluding those not estimated monthly, 
showed a surplus of $8 million, com- 
pared with a $16-million deficit in May. 

The total outcome was a loss of ex- 
ternal short-term assets of $35 million 
in June, compared with a $28-million 
loss in the preceding month. This loss 
wiped out the favorable balance earned 
in the first 4 months of 1956 and re- 
sulted in a loss of foreign-exchange re- 
serves of $22 million for the first half 
of the year. 

Cotton Crop Declines 

The corn crop in Mexico’s central 
plateau and the cotton being harvested 
in the Laguna district were adversely 





affected by continued rainfall during 


_ August and early September. 


Cotton picking and ginning were the 
most important agricultural activities 
in August. The 1956 crop, estimated 
at 1.8 million bales, was 19 percent be- 
low that of 1955. 

Transportation and other difficulties 
slowed down activity in the building- 
materials industry in August; however, 
other production levels were either 
equal to or slightly above those of July. 
New American subsidiary firms estab- 
lished or announced in August were a 
company to manufacture and distribute 
fortified feed for poultry and livestock 
in Queretaro; and two firms to manu- 
facture and distribute chemicals spe- 
cifically caustic soda, chlorines, and 
DDT. These firms will have both foreign 
and domestic capital; one is investing 
about $4 million and the other is re- 
portedly receiving a $2-million loan from 
the Banque National Pour la Commerce 
et l’Industrie de Paris. 


Sulfur, Petroleum Increase 


Sulfur production continued to rise 
in August, with three -companies ac- 
tively exploiting and a fourth expecting 
to start operations before the end of 
the year. One company’s production re- 
portedly declined because of technical 
difficulties. Sulphur output in 1956 esti- 
mated at 800,000 metric tons and domes- 
tic consumption at 70,000 tons. 

Other mineral production showed lit- 
tle change except gold, which declined 
substantially in the first half of 1956. 
The Government announced a tax reduc- 
tion on low-grade gold ore and placer 
gold mining. The new mining law per- 
mitting “fiscal contracts,” whereby the 
Government may grant mines requiring 
assistance long-range tax reductions, ap- 
pears to be operating successfully. Iron- 
ore deposits in Mexico have been esti- 
mated at 186 million metric tons, by the 
National Institute for the Investigation 
of Mineral Resources. 

Petroleum production increased in 
August and was running at an annual 
rate of 64 million barrels. A new oil and 
gas strike was made between Mata- 
moros and the Gulf Coast which ex- 
tends the known production area con- 
siderably farther east. Petroleos Mexi- 
canos inaugurated its new 4-inch, 236- 
kilometer-long butane-propane gasline 
from Poza Rica to the Atzcapotzalco re- 
finery near Mexico City. It also com- 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Deficit in Irish Trade Down by [1.2 Million 


Ireland’s adverse trade balance for 
Jariuary-June 1956 amounted to £49.4 
million compared with £50.6 million a 
year ago. 

Although exports.were some £4.5 mil- 
lion lower than in the corresponding 
period of 1955, imports declined even 
more by £5.7 million, resulting in a de- 
crease of £1.2 million in Ireland’s trade 
deficit. 

Exports of store cattle, pork, and 
automobiles declined, mostly in -ship- 
ments to Great Britain. Noteworthy de- 
creases occurred in wheat, maize, tea, 
and cocoa, imports offset in part by 
rising coal, railway vehicles, and fuel 
oils. 

Ireland continued to have a large 
trade deficit with the United States. 
Imports at £7 million were approximate- 
ly £1.2 million less than in January-June 
1955 as maize, tobacco, cocoa butter and 
paste, cotton, and cardboard declined 
rather sharply. Exports at £1.1 million 
were some £227,000 lower, mainly owing 
to a drop of £193,000 in horses. Frozen 
beef and veal increased by £84,000 to 
£127,000, and whisky also turned up- 
ward. 

The levies imposed on a wide range 
of imports in March and July were de- 
signed to curb Ireland’s growing ad- 
verse trade balance by reducing imports, 
particularly of consumer goods. Imports 
in April, May, and June totaled £146 
million, £15.9 million, and £15.7 million, 
respectively. Corresponding figures for 
1955 were £17 -million, and £15.2 mil- 
lion. 

The Irish Exports Promotion Board, 
which investigates markets, establishes 
contacts, and generally supplements the 
individual efforts of Irish exporters by 
providing informatiom—guidance, and 





Growth of German Gross 
National Product Slows 


Economic expansion in the federal 
Republic slackened in the first half of 
1956. The increase in the gross national 
product from the first half of 1955 to 
the comparable period of 1956 amounted 
to 11 percent at current prices and 8 
percent at constant prices, compared 
with 13 and 11 percent, respectively 
the year before, according to the Fed- 
eral Statistical Office. . 

In the first half of 1956, national in, 
come amounted to 65.4 billion German 
marks; net national product at market 
prices, 78.4 billion marks; and the gross 
national product, 85.5 billion marks. 

Western Europe’s barley production 
for 1956 is estimated at 830 million 
bushels, about 150 million above the 
large 1955 harvest and double the pre- 
war average, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 





6 


technical assistance to further the pro- 
duction and marketing of exports, in its 
annual report characterized Irish ex- 
ports to dollar countries in 1955 as “a 
welcome and progressive improvement 


in the trading situation.” They totaled 
£3.4 million in 1955 and £1.4 million in 
January-June 1956. 


U. S. Market for Tweeds 


The Board considers the larger Irish 
industries such as wool, footwear, ande 
clothing, which have expandable capa- 
city—and the brewing and distilling in- 
dustries—the main hopes for volume ex- 
port development in the industrial field. 
It believes that the woolen industry in 
particular, especially tweed, has good 
prospects for a substantially increased 
export trade, that its popularity in the 
United States can be extended through 
closer attention to American require- 
ments. The potential market in the 
United States for Irish tweeds is esti- 
mated to be at least £1 million, accord- 
ing to the chairman of the board. 


Bloodstock exports to dollar countries 
in 1955 totaled £700,000, a £73,000 in- 
crease over 1954, and retained their 
position as the chief dollar earner. Tex- 
tiles more than doubled, from £100,000 
to £226,000, while whisky, aided by the 
development of blends adapted to 
American tastes increased from £50,705 
to £86,724, after several years of de- 
cline. 


The Board sent exploratory trade mis- 
sions to Germany, the Netherlands, and 
Switzerland during the year. A survey 
carried out in the West Indies in 1954 
led to a doubling in exports in 1955-56. 


The 1956 crop of Turkish pistachio 
nuts is estimated at 9,500 short tons, 
unshelied basis, approximately 1,000 
tons Jarger than the 1955 crop, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 





Kuwait Imports ... 
(Continued from page 4) 


Efforts were made to locate the schools 
on property already owned by the Goy- 


ernment in order to reduce costs. An- 


other 300 teachers, mostly Egyptian, re. 
portedly have been recruited to staff 
them. 

The problem of coordinating the pre. 
paration of specifications for the various 
kinds of hospital equipment and services 
needed for the new Subah Hospital, such 
as the steam plant and the central air- 
conditioning equipment, has caused some 
delays in the schedule of construction, 
The contract for major construction, 
which was expected to have been let in 
December, may now not be let before 
the coming year. 

Direct radiotelephone service between 
Kuwait and Karachi was inaugurated 
last month, and service is available be- 
tween Kuwait and London, Baghdad, 
Bahrein, and Riyadh. 

The Central Tender Committee in one 
of two policy announcements stated that 
any contracting firm which withdraws 
its bid after being awarded a Govern- 
ment contract will be prohibited from 
participating in any future Government 
contracts. 

The other announcement read: “The 
successful tenderer will be required to 
sign the contract within 10 days of 
receipt of notification of the award in 
the case of local tenders and within 21 
days in the case of international tenders. 
Fdilure to comply with this regulation 
will cause the tender to be considered 
as withdrawn. The deposit will then 


be forfeit and normal Tender Board. 


regulations will apply.” 

Both announcements were motivated 
by the actions of an Italian firm 
awarded the dredging contract for the 
Kuwait port. The firm was considered 
guilty both of being dilatory in signing 
the contract and in withdrawing its bid 
after signature—U. S. Consulate, Ku- 
wait. \ 
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Foreigners May Own 


” o 
Some Thai Industries 

Although under the Thai Industrial 
Promotion Act concessions in certain 
industrial sectors are reserved for the 
Thailand Government, full foreign own- 
ership and operation of other industries 
is not prohibited. 

Still other industries, according to a 
recent statement by a Government 
spokesman, are open to and may be 
fully operated by foreigners but require 
a contract with the Government. 

In view of the Government's stated 
policy of requiring a contract for the 
third category. of industries the follow- 
ing sentence should be substituted in 
U. S. Department of Commerce publica- 
tion on Establishing a Business in Thai- 
land, part 1, No. 56-6, January 1956, 
page 2, paragraph 6, line 7: 


The following industries, while not ex- 

cluding foreign enterpreneurs from seeking 
concessions under the act, require a contract 
with the Government: Distillation of alcoholic 
beverages including beer; passenger trans- 
portation, except ae which are Gov- 
ernment-owned; electricity: water supply; 
telecommunications ; the tele —_—— system; 
exploitation of minerals and mining; ex- 
ploration, production, and distillation of min- 
eral oils; forestry; banking; and insurance, 
including life insurance. 


Honduras Enters MFN 
Agreement With Canada 


Reciprocal, unconditional, unrestricted 
most-favored-nation treatment of im- 
ports and exports, with certain excep- 
tions, are provided for in a commercial 
modus vivendi entered into by Honduras 
and Canada, effective September 5. 

Excepted are present and future ad- 
vantages accorded by either nation to 
contiguous countries to facilitate fron- 
tier traffic, by Honduras to other Central 
American countries, and by Canada to 
members of the British Commonwealth 
of Nations, their dependent oversea 
territories, and the Republic of Ireland. 

Also excepted are any advantages 
that may be accorded in the future to 
any customs union which either nation 
may enter. 

The agreement is to remain in effect 
for 1 year subject to automatic renewal 
unless denounced by either party. 


W. Germany Sets Quotas 
For Import of U. S. Goods 


West German import quotas have been 
established for certain nonliberalized 
commodities imported from the United 
States. 

The goods for which import licenses 
now will be issued include plastic pack- 
ing materials; uncut precious and semi- 
precious stones—except diamonds—orig- 
inating in Brazil, Uruguay, Afghanistan, 
or Chile; unfinished buttons made of 
material other than mother-of-pearl and 
bone; paper and cardboard and manu- 
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New Law Governs Petroleum, Gas - 


Operations in Dominican Republic 


A law which will regulate the exploration and development of petro- 
leum and natural gas resources in the Dominican Republic has been 


enacted by the National Congress. 


The new petroleum law, No. 4532, of-August 30, 1956, is general ne 
nature, and details of any concessions granted thereunder will be speci- 


fied in individual contracts between the 
Government and concessionaries. 

The text of the new law in unofficial 
translation is as follows: 


Considering: That article 99 of the 
Constitution of the Republic establishes 
that the mineral resources belong to the 
State and that they may only be ex- 
ploited by private concerns by virtue of 
concessions or contracts agreed upon 
under conditions determined by Law; 

Considering: That Mining Law No. 
4445 of May 6, 1956 (reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, July 2, 1956, p. 9), 
expressly excludes from its dispositions 
petroleum and its derivatives, hydro- 
carbons, and other analogous com- 
bustible minerals; 


The National Congress has passed the 
following law: 

Article 1: The resources of petroleum 
and its derivatives, hydrocarbons, and 
other analogous combustible minerals 
belong to the State and may be ex- 
plored, exploited, and developed by pri- 
vate concerns only by virtue of contracts 
agreed upon by the Executive Power, in 
the manner and under conditions con- 
sidered convenient to the national in- 


terest. The rights of exploitation-will be~ 


granted for an unlimited time and will 
cover the area agreed upon. 

Article 2: Everything related to the 
exploration of the national territory for 
the purpose of discovering petroleum 
and other hydrocarbons; to the exploita- 
tion of resources of the same products 
found on the surface or in the interior 
of the eai'th, in solid, liquid, or gas form; 
to the processing and refining of the 
minerals extracted; and to their trans- 
portation by all means requiring special 
methods is declared to be of public 
utility. 

The word “hydrocarbons,” and the 
general term “hydrocarbon substances,” 





factures thereof, and manufactures of 
paper pulp, but not including kraft liner 
and kraft cardboard; goods of plastic 
except packing material; .and finished 
goods of wood. 

Import licenses will be issued for im- 
ports of these commodities from the 
United States until unannounced quotas 
are filled or until December 31. An 
announced quota of 210,000 German 
marks (4.2 marks=US$1) has been set 
for imports of U. S. emery paper and 
cloth.—U, S. Embassy, Bonn, 





will be understood to include petroleum, 
asphalt, naphtha, bitumen, ozokerite, and 
other similar combustible minerals, as 
well as fossil resins and gases emanat- 
ing from such mineral resources. 


Article 3: The contracts granted by 
the Executive Power for the exploration, 
exploitation, and development of pe- 
troleum and other hydrocarbon sub- 
stances will be submitted to the Na- 
tional Congress for approval and after 
being approved by the latter shall not 
be revoked, altered, or modified without 
the consent of the two contracting 
parties. 

New contracts will not be granted on 
areas or part of areas already covered 
by previous contracts. 


Article 4: Only Dominicans and Do- 
minican concerns shall be granted the 
right to explore, exploit, and profit from 
the resources to which this law refers. 
The same rights will be granted to for- 
eigners, either physical or legal per- 
sons, when in the particular contract 
they agree to respect exclusively in all 
that refers to the rights obtained, the 
jurisdiction of the courts and the legis- 
lation of the Dominican Republic. For- 
eign Governments and sovereigns will 
under no circumstances obtain rights 
for the exploration, exploitation, and de- 
velopment of petroleum and other hydro- 
carbon substances, nor will they be 
admitted as members, comembers, or 
stockholders in any company or person 
holding those rights. In consequence all 
activities in contravention of these dis- 
positions will be null and void. 


Article 5: When not prohibited by the 
contract granted by the Executive 
Power for the exploration, exploitation, 
and development of petroleum and other 
hydrocarbon substances, the holder of 
such contract may cede it to another 
person or entity who will assume all 
the obligations and responsibilities ema- 
nating from such contract or subcon- 
tract with other persons or entities all 
or part of the work uf exploration, ex- 
ploitation, or development included in 
his contract, as well as encumber his 
interest in such contract as security for 
the financial operations that he may 
undertake, subject to the limitations es- 
tablished by the previous article. 

Article 6: The private concerns with 
whom the Executive Power may con- 


(Continued on page 9) 
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New Exchange Rates Set 
For Egyptian Pound 


A change has been made in the basis 
of exchange of the Egyptian pound with 
foreign currencies under an Egyptian 
Ministry of Finance and Economy or- 
der, No. 34, 1956, issued early this year. 

The Egyptian pound exchange rate, 
which in 1947 was based on parity with 
the British pound, is now based on the 


parity rate published by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund provided fluctua- 
tions in rise and fall do not exceed 1 
percent of parity. 

In compliance with the Ministry order 
the National Bank of Egypt, which 
functions as a central bank, has pub- 
lished the exchange rates as of Sep- 
tember 13, as follows: 


Exchange Rates for Banks 











Buying Selling 
(Egyptian (Egyptian 

Currency piasters)' piasters)! 
1 U. 8. dollar 35.1724 
1 Canadian dollar ... 35.9803 
1 und sterling ....... 97.6 
1 Swiss franc 8.04344 
1 German mark ..... 8.36573 
100 Belgian francs 70.2083 
100 French francs .......... 9.9% 9.965 
1 Netherlands guilder . 9.145 9.181 
1 Portuguese escudo ... 1.20735 1.21465 
1 Swedish crown ...... 6.77259 6.78614 
1 Danish crown .. a 5.04201 5.05209 
1 Indian rupee .... awe «1-298 7.326 
100 Italian lire ............... 5.567 6.579 
1 Norwegian crown ..... 4.88140 4.89116 
1 U. 8. dollar of account 

(Turkey and Japan) .. 84.786 84.872 
1 pound sterling of 

account 

CImdone’sia) oo... ccceceeeee 97.4 97.6 


1 Egyptian pound=100 piasters. 


Note: Banks may continue charging exchange 
commission for clients within 2 percent. 





Guatemala Sets Import 
Quota for Flour 


The Guatemalan Government on 
September 7 authorized import of 
up to 55,011 quintals of hard 
spring wheat flour through No- 
vember (1 quintal=—104.43 
pounds). 


Imports under this authoriza- 
tion will be chargeable to the 
Guatemalan 1956 quota under the 
International Wheat Agreement. 

Flour to be imported must have 
a minimum protein content of 13.6 
percent maximum ash content of 
0.47 percent, and a maximum 
moisture content of 14 percent. 
As a prerequisite to customs clear- 
ness, all flour imports must be 
accompanied by a certificate is- 
sued by an official health authority 
in the country of origin verifying 
that the shipment meets the re- 
quired standards.—U. S. Embassy, 
Guatemala City. 











Exchange Rates for Clients 
Mail and telegraphic transfers) 


Buying Selling 
(Egyptian (Egyptian 
Currency piasters) piasters) 
1 U. S. dollar .................... 35,0817 35.2427 
1 Canadian dollar .......... 35.8364 36.0523 
1 Swiss franc ...............0 8.01129 8.05953 
1 German mark ............ 8.33233 8.38246 
100 Belgain francs .......... 69.9280 70.3487 
100 French francs .......... 9.915 9.985 
1 Netherlands guilder .. 9.127 9.199 
1 Portuguese escudo ...... .20494 1.21708 
1 Swedish crown ............ 6.75904 6.79971 
1 Norwegian crow? ........ 4.87163 4.90094 
1 Danish crown ............. 5.03192 5.06219 
1 Indian rupee ................ 7.284 7.341 
100 Italian lire ................ 5.556 590 


International Monetary Fund parity rate, 
£E 1=—$2.8715; import rate, £E 1=$2. 4. 


—U. S. Embassy, Cairo. 





First Thailand Labor Law 
Goes in Efect January | 


Thailand’s first labor law was passed 
by the National Assembly on September 
20 and will go into effect on January 1, 
1957, the Government, has announced, 

The law’s principal provisions include 
a general 48-hour week with time and 
a half for overtime, a 42-hour week for 
hazardous occupations; annual vacations 
with pay for at least 6 workdays; sick 
leave with pay up to 30 days provided 
medical certification is made not later 
than the third day of illness; and 
maternity leave with pay for 30 days. 

The law also grants the right to form 
labor organizations and to bargain col- 
lectively, although these rights do not 
extend to civil service employees and 
domestic servants. The rights, duties, 
organization, procedures, election, and 
registration requirements for unions are 
specified in detail. Unfair labor prac- 
tices are punishable by fines, imprison- 
ment, or both.—U. S. Embassy, Bangkok. 


GERMANY 


Licenses Canned Vegetables 


Applications for licenses ‘to import 
into Germany canned asparagus cuts, 
green peas, string beans, spinach, car- 
rots, and mixed green peas and carrots 
from any country, including those of 
the dollar area, will be accepted until 
an unannounced value quota has been 
filled, but not later than October 30. 

Importers must submit separate ap- 
plications for each country of export 
and also separate applications to import 
asparagus cuts. 

Imports under these licenses must 
clear the German Customs by January 
10, 1957. Commodities purchased with 
free convertible currency cannot be re- 
exported with payment in nonconverti- 
ble currency.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 


Eases Import of Graphic Items 


Books; newspapers and periodicals; 
cartographic products; handwritten, 
printed, or engraved notes; industrial 
plans and drawings; collections of pic- 
ture prints; patent descriptions; stamps; 
and microfilms up to a value of 500 








— 


Germans Ease Control 
On Capital Transfers 


German firms and individuals will be 
permitted to transfer abroad without 
license capital for direct investment up 
to the amount of 3 million German 
marks, or US$714,000, according to the 
German economic press. 

The new regulation, issued by the 
Federal Ministry of Economics, is re. 
ported to have taken effect on October 1, 

Up to that time individual licenses 
were-required for all transfers of capital 
to set up German firms abroad. 

Authorization for German residents 
to buy and sell foreign stocks and bonds 
negotiated on foreign exchanges was 
granted on May 6 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 18, 1955, p. 12). Un- 
licensed capital transfers now may be 
made not only for new establishments 
but also for repurchase of former Ger- 
man firms. All unlicensed capital trans- 
fers abroad must still be reported to 
the Land Economics Ministries.—U. §. 
Embassy, Bonn. . 





marks may now be imported into the 
Federal Republic of Germany without 
license or submission of an _ import 
notification. 

The items may be imported by any 
person resident in or visiting the Feg- 
eral Republic. Country of origin and 
country of payment need not be iden- 
tical. : 

The change in valuation for imports 
of these items from the former 200 
marks was made by a new regulation 
of Federal Ministry for Economics. 


MEXICO 
Adds Import Duties in Free Zone 


Various preserved fish, printed matter, 
and sole leather have been added to 
the list of items subject to import duty 
in the Mexican free zone of Baja Cali- 
fornia and partial free zone of the 
State of Sonora, effective September 8. 

Items affected and their Mexican 
tariff classifications, shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows: 


Tuna, preserved (classification 043.00.02); 
mackerel, preserved (043.00.06): sardines, pre- 
served, weighing with immediate container 
up to 5 kilograms, provided the container is 
labeled to indicate contents (043.00.09); crus- 
taceans and molluscs, preserved, not specified 
(043.00.98). 


Advertisements, calendars, or catalogs, 
printed, engraved, or lithographed, on loose 
sheets of paper or cardboard even with 


frames or rods of all kinds, not specified 
(633.02.99); prints, oleographs, and paintings 
on paper or cardboard with adequate space 
for the printing of advertisements, calendars, 
or catalogs (633.04.00); prints, photographs 
other than in color, oleographs, and paintings 
on paper or cardboard, even when ——— 
advertisements or catalogs printed, engraved, 
or lithographed, with or without frames of 
all kinds (633.04.01); labels of paper or card- 
board, with characters printed, engraved, 
embossed, or lithographed (633.05.00); and 
sole leather in natural color, from 0.75 to 5.0 
millimeters in thickness (600.00.00), excluding 
whole and half soles, scraps, patent leather, 
and chrome-tanned leather. 


—Diario Oficial, September 8, 1956. 
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NICARAGUA 


Reclassifies Ink Imports 

Printing and lithographing inks, tar- 
iff classification No. 533-02-00, have 
been transferred to Nicaragua’s list I, 
primary essentials, which are exempt 
from prior deposit for issuance of im- 
port permits. 

This transfer was effected by Nica- 
raguan decree No. 8 published on Au- 
gust 21. 


Frees Mosquito Netting of Duty 

Duty-free import into Nicaragua is 
provided for rayon mosquito netting 
having a uniform hexagonal weave and 
containing not more than 8 hexagons 
in a square of 6 millimeters. 

The freeing of this type of mosquito 
netting from import duty is provided by 
customs circular No. 59 published and 
effective on August 23. 

Nicaraguan tariff classification No. 
656-05-03, under which such netting is 
covered, is dutiable at US$5 a gross 
kilogram plus 20 percent of c. i f. value, 
but a note thereto providing for duty- 
free import of cotton mosquito netting 
has now been amended, in accordance 
with circular No. 59, to include the 


duty-free provision for rayon netting 
also. 





PANAMA 





Lowers Duty on Gasoline 

The Panamanian import duty on gaso- 
line has been reduced from 16.5 cents 
to 11.5 cents a gallon, by Executive De- 
cree No. 190, effective September 10. 

On the following day a reduction 
from 39 cents to 34 cents a gallon in 
the retail price of gasoline was an- 
nounced by the Office of Price Control. 
—lU. S. Embassy, Panama City. 


RHODESIA, NYASALAND 


Frees Import of Trucks, Cranes 


Motortrucks with built-in tipping or 
dumping devices having a tonnage of 7 
tons or more and self-propelled cranes 
have been placed onthe Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland’s list of un- 
restricted imports from dollar countries 
and nondollar and nonsterling areas, 
effective August 31. 


Although the outlets for trucks of 
this type are not great in the Federa- 
tion, the value of each truck is con- 
siderable and the total value involved 
will be significant, the Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry stated. 

The Ministry notice making the 
Change modifies the Federation’s Im- 
port Control Schedules for July-De- 
cember 1956 (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Sept. 10, 1956, p. 7). 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


New Law... 
(Continued from page 7) 


tract for exploration, exploitation, and 
development of petroleum and other 
hydrocarbon substances will enjoy ex- 
emptions and reductions of taxes, duties, 
or special rights, or rights that may be 
specified in corresponding contracts. 
Article 7: A Public Register of Petro- 
leum is established in the Division of 
Minerology of the Department of State 
for Agriculture, where all contracts un- 
der which concessions are granted to 
private concerns for the exploration, 
exploitation, and development of petro- 
leum and other hydrocarbon substances, 
and the cessions, subcontracts, and obli- 
gations granted by private concerns with 
whom the Executive Power has con- 
tracted for the exploration, exploitation, 
development of such mineral sub- 
stances will be registered.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Ciudad Trujillo. 





Mexican Exports ... 
(Continued from page 5) 


pleted the pipeline from the Angostura 
oilfields to Veracruz, thus permitting 
the first shipment of 16,000 tons of 
Angostura crude from Veracruz to the 
United States. 


Financial Situation Improves 


President Ruiz Cortines, in his an- 
nual _ state-of-the-nation message on 
September 1, pointed with pride to the 
Government’s successful fight against 
inflationary pressures of major concern 
to the administration in the preceding 
year. He also noted that from July 1955 
to July 1956 the national product in real 
terms rose 10 percent, whereas mone- 
tary circulation expanded only 8% per- 
cent. In the period May 1955-May 1956 
the bank-loan volume increased by 11 
percent, whereas prices rose by only 
2.6 percent. 

Actually, monetary circulation since 
March 1956 has been steadily below the 
alltime high of 10.8 billion pesos in 
that month and reflects the conserva- 
tive credit policy of the Bank of Mexico 
and of the banking system as a whole. 
On July 21 circulation totaled 10.4 bil- 
lion pesos, as compared with 9.4 billion 
a year ago. Since the gross national 
product was officially estimated to have 
increased 10 percent and prices 2% per- 
cent in 1956 over 1955, the money sup- 
ply in relation to the increased product 
was bound to be tighter than in the pre- 
ceding year. 

The Government continued to ac- 
cumulate a budget surplus in 1956 at a 
rate comparable to that in 1955 when 
a cash surplus of 500 million pesos was 
obtained. In the first half of 1956 the 
public debt was reduced by 280 million 
pesos. In July 1956 the Government bor- 
rowed 150 million pesos by selling road 
construction bonds, the proceeds of 

(Continued on page 23) 
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W. European Business Boom Grows; 
New Foreign Trade Records Attained 


The 1955 boom conditions in Western Europe have grown in 1956. 
Industrial production rose further, although at a somewhat slower 
rate, mainly because manpower and production facilities in most Euro- 
pean countries are being utilized almost fully. This means that, more 
than ever before, further expansion of production depends on high invest- 


ment bringing increased productivity. 
Inflationary pressures have intensified 
and are being combated by credit re- 
strictions, relaxation of some import 
controls, and other measures. However, 
inflation does not present an immediate 
threat to European economic activity. 
Western Europe’s foreign trade con- 
tinues to achieve new records. Trade 
with the United States is now extremely 





This article and the following two 
articles comprise the first of two parts 
of a survey of the current situation in 
the trading areas of the world. 

The second part, covering the Far 
East, Australasia, the Near East, and 
Africa, will appear in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, October 29. 

The survey was prepared by the Of- 
fice of Economic Affairs, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce. 


high. In the first half of 1956, U. S. 
exports to Western Europe—including 
“special category” exports, which are 
mainly military items—totaled almost 
$2.4 billion, an increase of $350 million, 
or 17 percent, over the figure for the 
comparable period of 1955. U. S. exports 
rose to all the important trading coun- 
tries of Western Europe, with the 
notable exception of the United King- 
dom, where a 5-percent drop occurred. 


U. S. Imports Climb 


In the same period, U. S. imports from 
Western Europe rose by 27 percent and 
were valued at $1.4 billion as against 
$1.1 billion in 1955. The gap between 
Europe’s purchases from and sales to 
the United States was more than cov- 
ered by European receipts from non- 
trade transactions, and European gold 
and dollar reserves are continuing to 
rise, although some countries, particu- 
Jarly the United Kingdom, have lost 
gold or dollars. 

Western Europe is now taking about 
one-third of total U. S. exports—the 
same percent it took in 1955—and is the 
source of about 22 percent of U. S. im- 
ports, compared with 21 percent in 1955. 
The United States provides about 12 
pereent of Western Europe’s imports, 
and takes about 7 percent of its exports. 

In January-June 1956, exports of 
grains, other foodstuffs, and coal to 
Western Europe rose very substantially. 
Cotton sales picked up but were still 
below first-half 1955 levels. Machinery 
and €quipment exports increased. The 
commodity pattern of U. S. exports to 
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Western Europe over the past 18 months 
is shown in table 1. 

On the import side, there was little 
change in the commodity pattern. Most 
of the recent rise in U. S. imports from 
Europe was due to higher purchases of 
machinery; vehicles, nonferrous metals, 
and iron and steel-mill products. 


Further Trade Improvement Seen 


If Europe’s high level of industrial 
activity continues, as expected, trade 
prospects are excellent. Exports should 
at least retain their high levels, and 
may well register a further moderate 
increase. Coal and foodstuffs exports 
should rise further and cotton sales pick 
up as a result of recently instituted Gov- 
ernment programs. Exports of machin- 
ery, equipment, and manufactured goods 
generally are expected to hold at about 
present levels. Sales possibilities should 
continue to open up in Europe for con- 
sumer-type items if the general trend 
toward relaxation of restrictions on dol- 
lar imports continues. 


U. S. imports probably will stay high 
also, if prosperity continues. The Euro- 
pean countries are continuing their 
vigorous efforts to increase sales to the 
United States. 


The greatest element of uncertainty 
grows out of the Suez crisis. If dollar 
exports of petroleum products to West- 
ern Europe must be stepped up, export 
possibilities for certain other U. S. prod- 
ucts may be adversely affected, although 
the overall volume of our exports to 
Europe probably would not decline. 

Prospects for trade with the individ- 
ual European countries, with the possi- 
ble exception of the United Kingdom, 
are almost uniformly good. Germany, 
the Benelux countries, Sweden, and 
Denmark have been in the forefront of 
the move to reduce restrictions on dollar 
imports, and trade prospects with these 
countries are particularly good. The 
current high level of trade with France 


—e 


is expected to continue, despite its grow. 
ing problems arising out of the Algerian 
situation. In the United Kingdom, bal. 
ance-of-payments difficulties may ad. 
versely affect trade possibilities. Apart 
from the United Kingdom, Spain, and 
Yugoslavia, most European countries do 
not have current balance-of-payments 
problems which are likely to force a 
slowing of dollar purchases. 


The extent to which U.S. exports— 
excluding special category exports—to 
most Western European countries have 
increased in 1956 is shown in table 2, 


Import Restrictions Eased 


Many European countries have moved 
to reduce their restrictions on dollar im- 
ports in recent months. Late in 1955 
Finland announced that import licenses 
would be granted automatically for a 
number of important dollar raw mate- 
rials and semimanufactures. Denmark 
increased its liberalization of dollar im- 
ports to 55 percent—based on 1953 trade 
—in November 1955, from the previous 
38-percent level. France removed quanti- 
tative restrictions on the import of 230 
commodities from the dollar area on 
January 1, 1956; the freed commodities 
represented 11 percent of France’s 1953 
dollar imports. 

In April 1956 Italy increased its dol- 
lar liberalization percentage from 24 to 
40. The newly liberalized items included 
many chemicals and pharmaceuticals, 
and a variety of machine tool and ma- 
chinery items, including office ma- 
chinery. 

Norway took its first postwar step to- 
ward dollar liberalization in July 1956, 
when it announced it would license auto- 
matically dollar goods which accounted 
for over two-thirds of the country’s pri- 
vate imports in 1954. Also in July, 
Sweden increased its dollar liberaliza- 
tion percentage to over 80. The German 
Government extended. dollar liberaliza- 
tion to a wide variety of additional 
items, bringing its dollar liberalization 
percentage to over 90. 

The European climate for U.S. pri- 
vate investment remains generally fa- 
vorable. Most European countries con- 
tinue to pass on individual investment 
applications on a case-by-case basis. 
Once investment is authorized, dividends 
and royalties can be transferred freely, 
and capital repatriation is usually per- 
mitted. European countries appear par- 
ticularly anxious to attract investment 
involving new technology or the manu- 


Table 1—Exports of Selected Commodities to Western Europe 
[Millions of dollars] 


Commodity 
Grains and preparations 
Foodstuffs and other grains, 
fats and oils, and for relief..................... 
Fats, oils, and oilseeds —- 
Cotton, unmanufactured 
Maehinery, total... ... eS ee 
Automobiles, parts, and accessories 
Chemicals and related products 
Iron and steel-mill products 
Textile manufactures 
Coal and related products 
Metal manufactures 
Petroleum and products 
Copper and copper-base alloys 


Jan.-June 1956 


Jan.-June 1955 July-Dec. 1955 


«3387.7 270.5 266.3 
134.5 68.7 110.1 
198.3 116 5 176.8 
98.4 186.3 52.8 
316.1 264.0 257.2 
80.6 29.9 62.8 
148.9 136.9 130.7 
162.6 179.5 162.7 
60.8 46.3 52.5 
188.4 91.7 167.2 

. 18.5 13.0 16.4 
50.2 43.6 62.5 

ve 89.4 101.6 77.6 
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-facture of new products. There is a 


very active interest throughout Europe 
in licerising arrangements with U. S. 
firms. 

A number of European countries are 
taking additional steps to attract U. S. 
investment, among them Denmark, Aus- 
tria, and Italy. The Netherlands, Bel- 
gium, Germany, and the United King- 
dom have long been making selective 
attempts to attract private U. S. invest- 
ment, 


Belgium 


Exports and industrial production are 
running higher than in 1955. Trade with 
the United States has increased sub- 
stantially; in the first half of 1956, im- 


ports and exports were up by about 30 
percent over the comparable 1955 period, 
U. S. exports to Belgium totaled $200,- 
853,000, as compared with $152,913,000 
in 1955, while U. S. imports from Bel- 
gium amounted to $148,236,000 as com- 
pared with $115,489,000. 

The United States is the fourth sup- 
plier on the Belgian market, accounting 
for 10-15 percent of total Belgian im- 
ports, and is Belgium's second most 


“important customer, taking about 10 


percent of its exports. These positions 
are expected to be retained in the 
coming year. The rise in U. S. exports 
was accounted for largely by increased 
shipments of such foods and basic mate- 
rials as grain, fruits, coal, steel scrap, 
and chemicals. Most other categories 
have held up well, with machinery and 
vehicles registering gains. 


Record Employment Reached 


Belgian exports to the United States 
were paced by heavier shipments of 
steel-mill products, industrial diamonds, 
and plate-and sheet glass. Belgian tex- 
tiles maintained their position general- 
ly, although synthetic fibers continued 
to decline. If Belgian industrial activity 
continues as expected, the very high 
level of U. S. exports should continue 
throughout the year. 


The Belgium economy thus far this 


U. S. Exports to Canada Spurred by 
Record New Construction Investment 


Public and private investment outlays for new construction in 
Canada in 1956 are expected to set a new record. ' . 

The expansion program has resulted in increased use of U. S. in- 
vestment-type goods, such as machinery and construction materials. 

The desirability of stretching out this greatly expanded program to 


ease pressures on available materials, 
facilities, and labor has been stressed. 
A part of this program may therefore 
spill over into 1957, forecasting a‘ high 
level of activity in the early months and 
continued large U. S. exports. 

U. S. exports to Canada in the first 6 
months of 1956 rose to $1,994 million— 
22 percent above January-June 1955. 
U. S. imports from Canada increased by 
9 percent, reaching $1,385 million; they 
were higher in all the main commodity 
groups except animal and animal prod- 
ucts. Largest increases were in the non- 
metallic minerals, wood and paper, and 
nonferrous metal groups. U. S. exports 
appear to have increased in all main 
groups except fibers and textiles and 
products. Largest increases were in the 
wood, wood products and paper, iron 
and products, and other metals and min- 
erals and products. 


Canada’s gross national product may 
rise in 1956 more than the 5 percent 
forecast in the March 20 Federal 
Budget, to exceed the 1955 record of 
C$26.8 billion. The current production 
rate and the price rise may produce a 
budget surplus of more than C$300 mil- 





lion for the 1956-57 fiscal year—the big- 
gest in 6 years, i 


Wholesale, Consumer Prices Up 


The growing inflationary pressures on 
the economy resulting from the record 
investment program are already mani- 
fested in a continuous rise in the index 
of wholesale and construction materials’ 
prices, which reached 226.6 in July 1956 
compared with 218.4 a year ago (1936-39 
=100.) The consumer-price index, after 
more than 2 years of stability, reached 
a new postwar high of 118.5 on July 1 
(1949=100). 

There has been considerable agitation 
over the large share of U. S. ownership 
in certain Canadian industries. As a re- 
sult, the dividend tax provision in the 
convention between Canada and the 
United States for the avoidance of dou- 
ble taxation was amended to encourage 
greater Canadian equity in subsidiary 
corporations. However, the Canadian 
Government’s aim to preserve an eco- 
nomic climate favorable to investment 
from across the border remains un- 
changed. 





year has been characterized by almost 
full utilization of all available résources. 
Employment is at record levels and 
the gross national product, which in- 
creased in 1955 at a rate of 5.3 percent, 
should maintain this rate of increase in 
1956. Inflationary pressures and the 
serious slump of the textile and rolling 
stock industries are principal sources 
of concern; the coal industry, where 
production appears to have reached the 
maximum but still is unable to satisfy 


Table 2.—U. S. Exports to Western Europe 


te ad | increase 
Value (millions of dollars) in Jan.-June 1956 
Jan.-June July-Dec. Jan.-June over over 
Country 1956 1955 1956 Jan.-June 55 Jan.-Dec. ’56 

Western Europe .. Se 2,116.0 2,382.7 17.0 12.5 
OEEC countries, total .............ccccccccsete 1,855.4 1,973.4 2,162.4 16.5 9.6 
Austria . : ; mes 25.3 30.6 40.8 61.3 33.3 
Belgium and Luxenbour are 161.6 200.9 27.7 24.3 
Denmark . ere pe 27.6 40.9 31.6 14.5 —22.7 
Frapce s aadegeadentill aa: 184.1 260.7 49.5 41.6 
Germany, Western boc acs | (a 306.4 351.1 21.5 14.6 
yreece . wa PER Bs 40.3 35.5 46.3 14.9 30.4 
Iceland . scheint taithawaiipvtiiiiaiaieninieeltl, 8.1 7.3 6.1 —24.7 —16.4 
Ireland (Eire) . » ca 3 17.4 20.1 15.0 —13.8 —25.4 
Italy ; SSS OU 174.7 238.6 31.7 36.6 
Trieste, Free Territory of . 6.2 4.3 5.1 —17.7 18.6 
Netherlands ‘ 230.8 248.5 263.2 14.0 6.0 
Norway ....... 41.0 34.4 43.9 TA 27.6 
Portugal ...... én 16.2 17.4 19.5 20.4 12.1 
Sweden an : 82.6 79.4 80.5 — 2.5 1.4 
Switzerland . = 81.4 82.4 100.5 23.5 22.0 
Turkey sieiada 56.6 39.5 59.6 5.3 50.9 
United Kingdom ..... . 420.2 606.3 399.1 — 5.0 —21.1 
Finland ; . 181.0 144.5 220.4 28.7 —30.0 
Spain sctilbinad F 143 26.3 18.4 64.7 56.6 
Yugoslavia .... a + ae 39.3 78.3 —14.5 99.2 
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the demand and a labor shortage threat- 
ens, is another area of difficulty. 

The Belgian Government has been 
particularly sensitive to inflationary 
pressures. With 30 percent of gross na- 
tional product being exported, Belgium 
feels it has to maintain a price level 
which will permit it to remain com- 
petitive on the international market. 
Accordingly, the Government has de- 
cided to undertake a limited deflationary 
program which includes a more selective 
use of credit in connection with indus- 
trial expansion, the postponement of 
certain nonurgent public works, and the 
encouragement Of imports through the 
easing of certain import taxes. In addi- 
tion, a law encouraging investment 
through tax concessions has been al- 
lowed to expire. 

Note circulation continues to increase 
moderately as a result of the favorable 
balance of payments. In June 1956 gold 
and convertible exchange holdings were 
some 9 percent higher than in June 1955. 

Trade with the dollar area has been 
almost completely liberalized and U. S. 
goods enter free of quota restrictions in 
almost every case. The Belgian Govern- 
ment has actively encouraged foreign 
investment and is particularly interested 
in attracting American know-how and 

(Continued on page 12) 


0 





t, 


RB Oa 


ae 


Sse 


=n 














W. European... 
(Continued from page 11) 


technology. The cumulative direct U. S. 
investment in Belgium in 1955 totaled 
$133 million as compared with $116 mil- 
lion in 1954. Belgium does not receive 
any aid funds from the United States 
nor does it participate in the Public 
Law 480 program. 


Denmark 


In January-May 1956, U. S. exports 
to Denmark were valued at $26,827,000, 
up 13 percent from the $23,704,000 total 
in the “like period of 1955. Over the 
same period U. S. imports from Den- 
mark amounted to $25,068,000, up less 
than 4 percent from last year’s $24,- 
162,000. 

Of all Danish imports 10.1 percent 
were purchased in the United States, 
while 6.5 percent of all exports went 
to the United States. If Danish sales 
to the U. S. forces in Germany are in- 
cluded, the U. S. share of total Danish 
exports in this period was 7.8 percent. 

U. S. exports to Denmark may well 
increase in the coming year. The Euro- 
pean coal situation is such that Danish 
demand for U. S. coal is likely to in- 
crease. Denmark has been relaxing its 
controls on dollar imports, and this 
should help increase trade levels in 
coming months. The increase of Danish 
dollar liberalization, in late 1955, from 
38 percent to 55 percent—1953 basis— 
has contributed to the recent increase 
in Danish dollar imports in several lines, 
while increased liberality in granting 
import licenses has led to increased im- 
ports from the United States of a num- 
ber of nonliberalized categories. 

The recently concluded trade agree- 
ment with the U.S.S.R. may somewhat 
diminish U. S. exports of feed grain 
and cotton. Danish imports of U. S. 
wheat are small and probably will not 
be affected greatly. 

Denmark does not now participate in 
the Public Law 480 program because of 
local objections to the U. S. “50-50 
shipping clause,” and is not now receiv- 
ing U. S. economic aid. 

The scheduled. reduction of the im- 
port-rights premium on dollar exports, 
from 10 percent to 7.5 percent of such 
exports, to go into effect on January 1, 
1957, may tend to discourage some Dan- 
ish exports. 

Denmark has been changing its -atti- 
tude toward foreign investment, and is 
now actively seeking to attract such 


investment, particularly from dollar 
sources. 


France 


The general prosperity which charac- 
terized the French economy in 1955 
has continued in 1956. Economic gains 
were reflected in France's external 
trade, which reached record levels. In 
particular, French-U. S. commodity ex- 


12 


ehanges have increased. In the first 6 
months of 1956 U. S. exports to France 
reached $300 million, a 26-percent gain 
over the corresponding period of 1955. 
U. S. imports from France also con- 
tinued to rise, reaching $109 million, a 
20-percent increase. 

The percentage share of the United 
States in total French imports increased 
from 9.8 in 1955 to 10.8 in the first 6 
months of 1956. Although our imports 
from France have been increasing, the 
precent of French exports which the 
United States takes has remained rather 
modest—4:7 percent in January-June 
1956. 

If, as expected, French industrial ac- 
tivity continues high during September- 
December 1956, prospects are good that 
U. S. exports to France for the year 
1956 will exceed the high level of 1955 
by 20-25 percent. French demand for 
U. S. machinery, metals, chemicals, and 
raw materials and semifabricated items 
in general is expected to continue 
strong. Defhand for consumers’ goods 
will continue to be limited by French 
import controls. French demand for 
U. S. coal is expected to continue to 
rise. 


Import Controls Liberalized 


Since the beginning of 1956 no sig- 
nificant changes have occurred in French 
licensing and exchange controls affect- 
ting dollar imports. On January 1, 1956, 
Francé removed quantitative import 
controls from 11 percent of dollar im- 
ports. This liberalization was confined 
almost entirely to raw. materials and 
semifinished products needed by. the 
French industry; most other imports 
remain subject to quantitative import 
restrictions. 

Prospects for further dollar liberali- 
zation in the near future appear rather 
slim, in view of France’s pre-occupation 
with internal and external financial 
problems. In addition to import and 
exchange restrictions, some U. S. ex- 
ports to France—comprising a number 
of commodities liberalized in the case 
of OEEC countries—are subject to a 
special temporary compensatory tax. 

In recent months the French Gov- 
ernment has been particularly concerned 
with growing inflationary pressures, as 
well as an unfavorable balance-of-trade 
and payments position, declining gold 
and dollar reserves, and a budgetary 
deficit. In part, the unfavorable balance- 
of-trade position reflects the fact that 
the rapidly expanding French economy 
requires raw materials and equipment 
not domestically obtainable, and a cor- 
responding expansion of French exports 
has not taken place. 

France’s gold and dollar reserves rose 
from less than $600 million in mid-1953 
to $1,983 million in December 1955. 
Since the turn of the year, reserves 
have declined somewhat and on June 
28, 1956, they stood at $1,783 million. 
Considerable financial difficulties are 
caused by mounting military expendi- 


—_ 


tures in Algeria; latest estimates put. 


the budgetary deficit at $2.8 billion, 


Germany 


The outlook is excellent for continued 
increases in U. S. exports to Germany, 
where most nonagricultural dollag 
goods may now enter freely. In July 
1956, Germany inaugurated temporarily 
reduced tariff rates, in part to counters. 
act inflationary tendencies by stimulat- 
ing imports. Increased liberalization 
and lower tariffs have not been éx- 
tended appreciably into the agricul- 
tural sector, however. 

The Federal Republic of Germany in 
January-May 1956 imported $339,032,. 
000 worth of goods from the United 
States—13 percent of total German im- 
ports—a 19-percent increase over the 
corresponding period in 1955. Germany 
exported $194,844,000 worth of goods to 
the U. S. in January-May 1956—repre- 
senting 3.7 percent of total U. S. im. 
ports—a 5l-percent increase over Ger- 
man exports of $128,537,000 to the 
United States in the like period of 1955, 

The gross national product, which 
rose by 8 percent in 1953 and 1954 and 
by 11 percent in 1955, is expected to in- 
crease by about 8 percent in 1956, with 
two-thirds of the increase due to in- 
creased productivity and one-third to 
higher employment. The proportion of 
GNP devoted to investment is 24 per- 
cent and is expected to remain high, 
which should result in a continuing in- 
crease of productivity. 

At the end of June 1956, total foreign. 
exchange reserves amounted to $3.6 bil- 
lion, equal to almost 7 months’ imports; 
and 80 percent of this reserve was in 
the form of gold and dollars. Over half 
a billion dollars of these reserves were 
accumulated in the first half of 1956, 
largely resulting from trade with the 
European area. ; 


Inflationary Pressures Increase 


One of the strongest pressures on 
the Germany economy is the record 
height of the balance-of-payments sur- 
plus. Exports are rising faster than im< 
ports, adding to German inflationary 
pressures. In response, the Government 
has embarked on a program of increas- 
ing imports by further reducing quan- 
titative import restrictions and by a re- 
duction of tariffs, and the fiscal authori- 
ties are attempting to restrain internal 
expenditure by credit restrictions and 
other dévices. 

The German national budget at the 
end of fiscal 1955-56 showed a heavy 
surplus, owing to underestimati&A of 
tax yields and overestimation of expen« 
diture. The total cash surplus amounted 
to almost one and a half billion dollars, 
equal to 27 percent of current revenue. 
This large surplus is expected to be 
whittled down in the near future by 
rearmament, increased social expendi- 
ture, and increased subsidies to agricul- 
ture end coal mining. Unemployment in 
Germany is now virtually nonexistent 
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and foreign labor will probably soon be 
imported in increasing numbers. The 
German economy is now rapidly! reach- 
ing full capacity and future development 
will probably be concentrated on in- 
creasing productivity rather than on the 
development of -underemployed _re- 
sources. 

The Treaty of Friendship, Commerce 
and Navigation between the United 
States and Germany went into effect on 
July 14, 1956. y, 


Italy 


In the first 6 months of 1956, Italian- 
U. S. two-way trade attained a total 
value of $334 million. U. S. exports to 
Italy, valued at $238.6 million, were up 
31 percent from the first 6 months of 
1955 and 36.5 percent from the last 6 
months. Italian exports to the United 
States increased but at a much slower 
rate. Reaching $95.3 million, they were 
10 percent higher than in the first half 
of 1955 and 1.1 percent higher than in 
the last half. 


The United States continued to be 
Italy’s first supplier of imports, with 
15.5 percent of the total in Jan.-May 
1956, and displaced West Germany as 
Italy’s principal trading partner. West 
Germany remained the number one 
market for Italian exports. In contrast 
with the increase in its dollar trade 
deficit, Italy’s trade deficit with the 
EPU countries showed remarkable im- 
provement, owing to greater exports to 
that area. The increase in U. S. exports 


to Italy in the first 6"months of 1956. 
was due mainly to larger shipments of 


steel scrap, coal, grains, and industrial 
oils and greases. 


U. S. Coal, Machinery Needed 


The 1955 rate of increase of Italian 
imports from the United States is ex- 
pected to continue. Further expansion 
of Italian production points to greater 
imports of coal, raw materials, and 
machinery from the United States. The 
recent alignment of U. S. export cotton 
prices with world market prices should 
do much to reestablish the United States 
as a major source of Italian cotton im- 
ports. During fiscal year 1957 Italy will 
receive shipments of U. S. cotton, edible 
oils, corn, and tobacco under the Public 
Law 480 program. 


In the first 5 months of 1956, the in- - 


dustrial production index averaged 221 
(1938 equals 100)ga 12-percent increase 
over 1955. GNP also increased, by about 
7 percent, over 1955. Although wages 
and prices have risen slightly, inflation- 
ary pressures are not of current major 
concern to the Italian Government. 
Additional dollar-liberalization meas- 
ures, effective in April 1956, increased 
the percentage of license and quota- 
free dollar goods from 24 to 40, based 
on 1953 imports from the United States. 
Certain chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and 
machinery, including office machinery, 


(Continued on page 28) 


October 22, 1956 


Latin‘:American Business Advances; 


Trade With United States Expands 


U. S. trade with the Latin American Republics, which has reached 
very high levels, is expected to flourish for some time. 

Business conditions are still favorable, particularly in Mexico, 
most of the Caribbean area, and neighboring hard-currency countries. 
The new governments in the countries which have held elections are 


organizing their activities, and other 
countries are proceeding with measures 
to solve their economic problems. The 
U. S. demand and prices for coffee, 
bananas, and some other Latin Ameri- 
can products show no sign of weaken- 
ing, and metal and mineral production 
is still finding a profitable market in 
the United States and elsewhere. 

U. S. imports from the 20 Republics 


in the first half of 1956 were at a rec- 
ord annual rate of $3,811.4 million. Sub- 
stantial increases were registered for 
Venezuela, Cuba, Argentina, Uruguay, 
Paraguay, Chile, and Peru and smaller 
ones for the Dominican Republic and 
Haiti; decreases were noted for Ecuador 
and Costa Rica. Imports from Brazil, 
Colombia, and Bolivia were larger than 
in the first half of 1955, but lower than 
in the second half of 1955. Although im- 
ports from Guatemala, Nicaragua, and 
El Salvador dropped from the first half 
of 1955, they were higher than in the 
second half. 


U. S. Exports Near Record 


U. S. exports to the Republics were 
at an annual rate of $3,732.0 million— 
close to the 1951 high of $3,740.9 mil- 
lion—the biggest increases taking place 
in exports to Mexico, Guatemala, Cuba, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Argentina, and 
Chile;- smaller increases occurred in 
exports to the Dominican Republic, 
Bolivia, and Peru. Exports to Costa 
Rica, Paraguay, and Uruguay decreased 
Exports to Haiti surpassed those of the 
first half of 1955 but dropped from 
July-December 1955; on the other hard, 
exports to Panama and Ecuador were 
lower than in January-June 1955 but 
higher than in the second half of the 
year. 

U. S. exports increased in most com- 
modity groups; decreases occurred in 
copper and copper base alloys and in 
agricultural implements; textile manu- 
factures showed no appreciable change. 
Notable increases occurred in grains and 
preparations—owing partly to the dis- 
posal program of Public Law 480—fats, 
oils and oilseeds, and raw cotton. In- 
creasing trends were steady in machin- 
ery, electrical apparatus, automobiles, 
parts and accessories, chemical and re- 
lated products, iron and steel-mill prod- 
ucts, coal and related products, and 
metal manufactures. 

Exports from countries in the Or- 
ganization for European Economic Co- 
operation (OEEC) to the Republics in 
January-March 1956 were lower in value 
than in the corresponding months of 





1955, while those of the United States 
increased nearly 15 percent. However, 
the OEEC countries increased their im- 
ports in that period by over 15 percent,” 
about the same as the percentage in- 
crease in U. S. imports from the Repub- 
lics. Increased competition from Western 
Europe in many commodities occurred 
in some Latin American markets, and 
was felt particularly in Venezuela, in 
such lines as aluminum sheets, copper 
manufactures, chinaware, iron and steel 
pipe, barbed wire, ‘concrete reinforc- 
ing bars, steel beams, small machinery, 
electrical equipment, scientific instru- 
ments, office equipment, and radios. 


Inflation Problem Serious 


The inflation problm continued acute 
in many of the Latin American coun. 
tries, particularly Bolivia, Brazil, and 
Chile. Exchange rates have remained 
fairly firm in Ecuador, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, and Peru. There has been 
some’ softening in the free-exchange 
rates in Bolivia, Colombia, and Uruguay. 

In Chile the economic recovery pro- 
gram adopted by the Government some 
time ago has been partly carried out; 
delays have resulted from administra- 
tion changes. ~ a 

The measures taken by Mexico to in- 
sure disposal of its surplus cotton seem 
to have worked out fairly smoothly. 
The plan, which requires the export of 
cotton equal in value to stated amounts 
of imports of specified products, seems 
to have been applied largely to the auto- 
mobile assembly plants which have as- 
sured their import requirements for at 
least 6 months. 

Considerable foreign investment by 
both U. S. and European sources con- 
tinues to be made in many of the Latin 
American countries, U. S. direct invest- 
ments, which increased by $312 million 
to a total of $6,556 million in 1955, 
have grown at a strongly accelerated 
rate in 1956. It appears that new petro- 
leum development, particularly in Vene- 
zuela and Central America) will be the 
major objective of such investment, with 
mining and manufacturing also high, 


Argentina 


Argentine exports to the United 
States in the first 6 months of 1956 
were valued at $79.3 million, a 23-per- 
cent increase over the first half of 1955. 
U. S. shipments to Argentina increased 
at a faster rate, however, reaching $94 

(Continued on page 14) 
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mnillion, a 31-percent gain. The tempo of 
trade points to an increase in annual 
levels over 1955, when Argentine im- 
ports amounted to $147.8 million and 
exports $126 million in trade with the 
United States. Continued stimulus to 
U. S. exports, which is now provided 
in an important degree by free-market 
negotiations, hinges largely on the ex- 
tension of dollar credits to Argentina. 

Official measures to stimulate Argen- 
tine foreign trade have played a promi- 
nent part in recent developments. The 
Government has allowed the export of 
certain commodities such as pork, min- 
erals, olive oil, and some fruits to be 
negotiated through the free-exchange 
market—an important contribution to 
the free-market dollar supply. 

On the import side, the Central Bank 
has continued its policy of eliminating 
unessential controls through the issu- 
ance of automatic exchange permits for 
certain essentials. The Bank is now 
studying a system to simplify the is- 
suance of automatic exchange permits 
which will conserve official-rate ex- 
change by shifting a part of the ex- 
change negotiation*to the free market. 


Multilateral Trading Arranged 


Agreement on a multilateral trading 
arrangement with Western Europe 
went into effect on July 2 but details 
remain to be negotiated between Ar- 
gentina and the individual participants. 
The arrangement provides for deferred 
payment of present Argentine commer- 
cial indebtedness, thereby relieving im- 
mediate pressure on the country’s for- 
eign-exchange position, and permits con- 
vertibility of currencies within the trad- 
ing group, allowing Argentina to buy on 
the best price terms in any of the trad- 
ing countries rather than under the 
limitations of previous bilateral trade 
restrictions. 

The new arrangements are expected 
to divert a larger share of Argentine 
trade to Western Europe. Meanwhile, 
Argentine export trade is reported to 
be smaller in volume but larger in value 
than in 1955. Grain exports have de- 
clined, but meat exports, which are of 
much greater value, have increased ap- 
preciably. Exports of chilled beef in the 
first 6 months of 1956 totaled nearly 
1.5 million quarters, or over four times 
the amount shipped in the first half of 
1955. Hide, skin, and wool shipments 
have also made big gains. 


Foreign Exchange Declines 


The serious shortage of edible oils in 
1955 and early 1956, which necessitated 
the purchase of 100,000 tons of cotton- 
seed oi] from the United States under 
Public Law 480, reportedly has been 
overcome and substantial exports of 
edible oils are anticipated for the latter 
part of 1956. 

Despite the reported upswing in ex- 
port values, however, imbalance in for- 
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eign trade continues. In the second 
quarter of 1956, Argentine foreign-ex- 
change holdings declined while indebt- 
edness to foreign correspondents in- 
creased. In June, the Central Bank, to 
meet U. S. dollar commitments, made 
several sales of gold which reportedly 
amounted to about 10 percent of total 
gold holdings. 


The Argentine Government has given 
considerable publicity to the reported 
interest of foreign investors since the 
overthrow of the Peron regime. Un- 
doubtedly, investment has been encour- 
aged by the freedom to import foreign 
exchange or capital goods and to remit 
earnings. Investments approved by the 
Central Bank and reported by the Em- 
bassy since the beginning of 1956 ag- 
gregate approximately $17.8 nfillion. 
Many of these, however, were under 
consideration during the Peron adminis- 
tration. Moreover, some represent only 
an expansion of existing facilities and 
operations. 

Many potential investors undoubtedly 
have been deterred by the dangers in- 
herent in the growing inflationary pres- 
sures, by labor difficulties which recent- 
ly have challenged the Government, and 
by the general uncertainty, perhaps well 
typified by the long list of interdicted 
companies under Government investiga- 
tion. Through mid-September, only two 
firms, Industrias Kaiser Argentina and 
Fiat, among several hundred, had been 
cleared from the interdiction list. It is 
reasonable to expect, however, that the 
confidence of private U. S. investors 
will be encouraged by the intended ex- 
tension of U. S. Government credits to 
Argentina. In this connection, the Ex- 
port-Import Bank has approved a credit 
of $100 million for Argentina, to assist 
in financing the purchase of U. S. equip- 
ment and services required for urgent 
projects, including transportation, in- 
dustry, and agriculture. 


Brazil 


Brazil in the first half of 1956 main- 
tained its position as the U. S. second 
most important supplier, accounting for 
19.4 percent of the total value of U. S. 
imports from the Latin American Re- 
publics and 5.8 percent on a world-wide 
basis. Imports from Brazil were at the 
rate of $61.7 million per month in Janu- 
ary-June 1956, a 17-percent increase 
over last year’s monthly average, result- 
ing from heavy imports cf Brazilian 
coffee, which accounted for 81 percent 
of the value of the trade in the first 6 
months of 1956 and 77 percent in 1955. 
Brazilian coffee imports were at ap- 
proximately the same rate in the first 
half of 1956 as the latter half of 1955. 

Following the historical trade pat- 
tern, U. S. imports from Brazil were 
considerably above exporis to that 
country. The 6-month import balance 
was $233 million, compared with $391.7 
million in the full year 1955, owing to 
high coffee imports from Brazil and 
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the continued restriction of exports to 
that country because of the balance-of. 
payments situation. 

Although exports to Brazil remaine@ 
relatively low, the rate of aver 
monthly exports increased from $20.1 
million in 1955 to $22.9 million in the 
first half of 1956, an improvement of 
13 percent. Brazil continued fifth among 
the Republics as a market for U. S. ex. 
ports, exceeded by Mexico, Venezuela, 
Cuba, and Colombia. 


Coffee Exports Up 


Coffee exports increased to 17 million 
bags in the 12 months ending June 1956 
from 14 million bags in the calendar 
year 1955. The good flow of coffee 
to the United States while imports 
remained severely restricted caused 
Brazil’s dollar-reserve position to im- 
prove. The amount of dollar-exchange 
commitment certificates offered in the 
import auctions therefore .-has been in- 
creased from the approximately $25 
million offered weekly from November 
1954 to April 1956. 

Beginning in the latter month special 
auctions of $500,000 weekly were initi- 
ated for the sale of certificates cover- 
ing automotive .chassis imports. In- 
creases totaling an additional $1.5 mil- 
lion were effected in June and August 
1956 in the weekly offerings of dollar 
certificates at the general commercial 
auctions and the auctions covering im- 
ports of special materials for use in 
agriculture. 

The value of dollar import licenses 
available as a result of the exchange 
auctions thus has been increased in re- 
cent months to $4.5 million, an 80-per- 
cent rise. This does not include imports 
by Government § agencies, including 
wheat, and imports of petroleum, news- 
print and other materials for publishers, 
and publications. 

The proposed revision of the Brazilian 
tariff, which was sent to Congress in 
December 1955, has not yet been en- 
acted. An intensive study of the pro- 
posed rate schedule has been completed 
by a committee of the Chamber of 
Deputies but the effective date of the 
new tariff cannot yet be determined. 
The proposed rates, which are on an ad 
valorem basis, represent a considerable 
increase for most products over the 
present specific basis rates. 

An agreement between the United 
States and Brazil for the sale of sur- 
plus agricultural products valued at 
$41.22 million, includigg 500,000 metric 
tons of wheat, was concluded under the 
provisions of Public Law 480 in Novem- 
ber 1955 and another agreement for the 
sale of 18 million tons of wheat in 3 
years is under discussion, 


Chile 


The United States has heen receiv- 
ing a decreasing share of the Chilean 
market in recent years, but this situa- 


(Continued on page 29) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Belgian Companies Seek Various Materials Needed Abroad 


Licensing Agreements 


Four opportunities for licensing ar- 
rangements with Belgian firms have 
been reported by the U. S. Trade infor- 
mation Center at the Ghent Fair, U.S, 
firms interested in these proposals are 
invited to address their requests direct 
to the Belgian firms at the addresses 
given. 

Plasticor N.V., manufacturer of plas- 
tic products, wishes U. S. collaboration 
through technical assistance, licensing 
agreements, and possibly financial par- 
ticipation in the expansion and diver- 
sification of its products in the field of 
plastics. Correspondence may be ad- 
dressed to Charles Vets, managing 
director, 68 Antwerpse steenweg, Kon- 
tich, Antwerp. 

Teleconstruction SPRL, manufacturer 
of telecommunication equipment, seeks 
U. S. patents and technical assistance 
for the manufacture in Belgium of tele- 
vision sets. The firm’s address is 325 
Chaussee de Termonde, Destelbergen, 
Ghent. 

Pharma Union S. A., manufacturer of 
pharmaceuticals, and reportedly one of 
the largest manufacturers of these 
products in Belgium, would like to be 
licensed by a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture of basic compounds and other 
chemicals for the pharmaceutical indus- 
try. Correspondence may be directed to 
Carlos D’Hauwer, directeur commercial, 
325 Chaussee de Termonde, Destelber- 
gen, Ghent. 

Usines Ragheno S. A., manufacturers 
of electric motor coaches, diesel cars, 
freight cars, etc., wishes to enter into a 
licensing arrangement with a VU. S. firm 
for the manufacture of helicopters, 
diesel engines, and road-transportation 
equipment, such as buses and trucks. 
The address of the firm is rue Mot, 
Malines, Belgium. 


South Africa Plans To Invite 
Bids on Diesel Locomotives 


Tenders will be called for soon with 
regard to supply of 50 heavy shunting 
diesel-electric locomotives for general 
purpose, and for 2 diesel-hydraulic loco- 
motives of like horsepower, the South 
African Minister of Transport in Pre- 
toria has announced. 

Further information, when received, 
will be published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly. 


Honduran banana exports reached 
12.3 million stems (converted to 50- 
pound stems) in the first 8 months of 
1956. as compared with 69 million 
stems exported in the corresponding 
period of 1955, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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The following governments through 


their authorized procurement agencies;~ 


are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U. S. sup- 
pliers. 

Supplemental data, such as biding 
instructions and specifications, are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as in- 
dicated by symbol (*), - 


AUSTRALIA: 


Four 96,000-b-hp. water turbines and 
accessories, and four 70-megawatt gen- 
erators and accessories; bids invited 
until February 5, 1957, by the Snowy 
Mountains Hydroelectric Authority, 
P. O. Box 332, Cooma North, New South 
Wales. Specifications and conditions 
of tender available.* 


CEYLON: 


Steel shelving units and assembly 
parts, microscope and accessories, print- 
er and developer and accessories, eras- 
ing machines and accessories, miter box, 
tap and die set, electric motors and gen- 
erator set; bids invited until November 
13 by the Government Stores Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Finance, Colombo.* 

Benzene hexachloride, 10 tons; Diel- 
drin emulsion, 200 gallons; Dieldrin 
technical, 2 tons; Phenoxylene, 800 gal- 
lons; Malathion, 4 tons; Kerex, 200 gal- 
lons; bid deadline November 20. Quan- 
tities of X-ray fikms and chemicals; 
deadline November. 27. Bids invited by 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry 
of Health, P. O. Box 500, Colombo.* 


EGYPT: 


Supply of 3,246 reams of paper in 14 
different categories; bids invited until 
November 10 by the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works, Survey Department, Giza 
(Orman). Copies of the specifications 
may be purchased for $1.42 each from 
the Bureau of the Egyptian Commer- 
cial Counselor, 2310 Decatur Place 
NW., Washington 8, D. C.* 

Supply of alternating-current watt- 
hour meters; bids invited until Novem- 
ber 21 by the Cairo Electricity and Gas 
Administration, Cairo. Copies of specifi- 
cations and conditions of tender may be 
purchased from the Bureau of the 
Egyptian Commercial Counselor for $2 
each. 


GREECE: 

Supply of 35 metric tons of teak lum- 
ber, 100 metric tons of red pine, 500 
metric tons of mahogany plywood, and 
5,000 metric tons of plywood; bid dead- 
line November 6; supply of three pump- 
ing units, November 6; quantities of 
electrodes and welding rods, November 
6; 150 metric tons of watermarked 
paper, November 7; quantities of tire 


and tube repairing tools, November 8; 
35 metric tons of antifreeze liquid, Nov- 
ember 8; and 2 teletype sets and acces- 
sories, November 9. Bids invited by the 
Ministry of Finance, State Procurement 
Service, 56 El. Venizelos Street, 
Athens.* 


Drilling machine toéis and spare parts 
valued at $2,750; bids invited until Nov- 
ember 6 by the Minisfry of Social Wel- 
fare, General Directorate of Hygiene, 
17 Aristotelous Street, Athens.* 

Cables, 9,450 meters, of various kinds; 
bids invited until November 14 by the 
Municipal Electricity Enterprise of 
Iraklion, Iraklion, Crete.* 

Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders on these items 
may be obtained from the Greek For- 


‘eign Trade Administration, 1026 Con- 


necticut Avenue, NW., Suite 714, 
Washington, D.C. . 
INDIA: 


Supply of airframe spares of packet 
aircraft, manufactured by Fairchild, 
tender No. 126 FC/5647; bids invited 
until November 19 by the India Supply 
Mission, 2536 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW., Washington 8, D. C. Tender 
forms may be obtained from that of- 
fice. 


Supply of single-seat instrument fly- 


ing trainer complete with instructor’s> 


desk and accessories, including spares 
for 2 years; bids invited until Novem- 
ber 6 by the Director General of Sup- 
plies and Disposals, Shahjahan Road, 
New Delhi. Tender sets containing de- 
tailed specifications may be purchased 
‘Continued on page 16) 





U. S. Concessionaire Sought 
For Australia Beach Resort 


The municipality of Waverly, New 
South Wales, Australia, is inviting 
sealed tenders for the lease of the 
Bondi Beach pavilion, and licenses for 
the operation of Bondi Park and Baths. 

The beach and park area, said to 
comprise 37 acres, includes in the main 
pavilion a ballroom, dining rooms, 4 
shops, turkish baths, gymnasium, and 
an auditorium. Dressing-room facilities 
for bathers will accommodate 5,000 
persons. 

A concession for the operation of the 
park and beach will be considered for 
periods of 10, 15, or 20 years. 

A copy of the conditions for tender 
is available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Firms interested in bidding on 
the Bondi resort should write or cable 
their intention to bid to the Council 
Chambers, Waverly, N.S.W., before 
November 1. 
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Opportunities To Trade or Invest in Syria 
Estimated by Mission at Over $30 Million 


Over 400 specific offers to trade or 
invest in Syria—involving more than $30 
million worth of business—were re- 
ceived by the U. S. Trade Mission dur- 
ing its visit in that country, according 
to the mission leader. ' 

Thirty of these proposals alone in- 
volve over $25 million and include oppor- 
tunities to invest dollars, manufacture 
under license, provide engineering serv- 
ices, erect complete manufacturing 
plants, hotels; or warehouses, and fur- 
nish industrial equipment and machin- 
ery. 

Some of the outstanding trade and 
investment opportunities discussed by 
Syrian businesmen with members of the 
mission involve the following: 

Plants, including paper-cup-forming, 
soft-drink-bottling, candle-making, ce- 
ment, wooden-shoe-last, wooden-shoe- 
heel, cold-storage, chewing-gum, maca- 
roni and biscuits, rope, ice-cream-cone, 
and refrigerator assembling; 

Hotel; airport; grain elevators; ware- 
house; spinning mill; irrigation project; 
soap manufacturing; threshing-machine 
manufacturing; salt-production study; 
short-wave wireless; open-wire portable 
telephone system; hemp-bagging fac- 
tory; steel water pipes; viscose-yarn 
mill; flour mill; cracker factory; and 
tin-can and container factory. 

Details are obtainable from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

The mission, after visiting the princi- 
pal cities of Syria, set up a Trade In- 
formation Center in the U. S. pavilion at 
the Damascus International Trade Fair. 
An estimated 1,250,000 visitors, from 





Ceylon Wants Quotations on 
Timber Inspection Services 


Quotations are wanted from reput- 
able inspecting firms in the United 
States whose services could be obtained 
to examine the floating timber fenders 
on which bids have been called for by 
the Port Commissioner, Ministry of 
Transport and Works, P. O. Box 547, 
Colombo (see Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Sept. 24, 1956, p. 13). 

The fenders must be checked for con- 
formity with specifications, particularly 
impregnation with creosote and mini- 
mum retention of creosote before they 
are dispatched to Ceylon. 

Quotations should specify in detail 
the extent of the services the inspect- 
ing firm is prepared to render for the 
fees quoted and should be forwarded 
to the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyo- 
ming Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 

A copy of the harbor engineer’s plan 
No. 8867, which has a bearing on the 
specifications, is available for references 
at the Ceylon Embassy, 
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Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, and other Middle Eastern coun- 
tries, viewed U. S. agricultural imple- 
ments, poultry-raising equipment, earth- 
moving machinery, automobiles, and 
household appliances, and jammed the 
pavilion nightly viewing the closed-cir- 
cuit television performances featuring 
local talent. 

Over 1,500 businessmen from these 
countries called at the trade center for 
information about the products dis- 
played; of these, over 350 visitors called 
for business consultations. More than 
3,000 names of U. S. manufacturers of 
items similar to those exhibited were 
given to prospective customers, and 
about 400 specific opportunities to ex- 
port, import, invest, or provide services 
were reported to the Department of 
Commerce. 

The mission also visited Lebanon and 
Jordan, where U. S. trade policies and 
practices were discussed with officials, 
Chamber of Commerce executives, and 
businessmen. The mission consisted of 
E. F. Becker, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce; Selim Karagulla, formerly of 
Sears Roebuck & Co.; Frank P, 
D’Aquila, Iowa Manufacturing Co., 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and Walter J. 
Mercer, Hudson Shipping Co., New York 
City. 


NATO Work Planned 





For Italy, France 


Two new projects, one in Italy esti- 
mated at $288,000 and one in France 
estimated at $214,300, have been opened 
to U. S. bidders under the international 
competitive bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 


The project in Italy calls for electrical 
installations at Grosseto airport to in- 
clude 100-kv.-a. diesel-driven power 
generators, 50-kv.-a. and 100-kv.-a. 
transformers, and switching equipment. 

Firms wishing to participate in this 
project should submit their applications 
before October 25 to Ministero Difesa 
Aeronautica, Direzione Generale Dem- 
anio, Ufficio Studi, Viale Castro Pretorio, 
Rome, referring to project No. 053 and 
enclosing information on their qualifica- 
tions. This information must be sub- 
mitted in accordance with a question- 
naire, a copy of which may be obtained 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

The French project calls for drain- 
age of Chalons-Vatry airfield. Firms 
wanting to bid on this work should 
register their interest before October 31 
with the French Delegation to NATO, 


es 


Palais de Chaillot, Paris, giving details 
of their qualifications. 

A brochure describing the NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
gram is available on request from the 
Trade Development Division. 





Various Materials . . . 
(Continued from page 15) 


from the India Supply Mission for $1.68 
each. 


Underground cables and potheads for 
the Electricity Department substations; 
bids invited until October 31 by the 
Stores Purchase Committee, Govern- 
ment of Mysore, Bangalore. Tender form 
may be purchased from the Office of 
the Stores Secretary, Stores Purchase 
Committee, Asiatic Building, Kem- 
pogowda Road, Bangalore 2, Mysore 
State, for $6.30 a set.* 

Steel materials, 1,652.8 long tons; 
bids invited until November 20 by the 
Iron and Steel Controller, 33 Netaji 
Subhas Road, Calcutta 1, tender No, 
PG-TCA(4). Additional details are 
available from the India Supply Mis- 
sion. 


IRAN: 

Electropumps and electromotors; bids 
invited until November 25 by the 
Iranian Tobacco Monopoly Institute, 
Tehran; copies of specifications, condi- 
tions, and contract forms available at 
the Chancery of the Embassy of Iran, 
3005 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


IRAQ: 

Traveling cranes and hoists for the 
Dibis and Baghdad power stations; bids 
invited until November 19 by the Di- 
rectorate General of Legal Affairs and 
Contracts, Ministry of Development, 
Development Board, Baghdad. Tender 
sets may be obtained from that au- 
thority or from the Embassy of Iraq, 
2135 Wyoming Avenue NW., for 5 Iraqi 
dinars (1 dinar=US$2.80).* 


NEW ZEALAND: 

Quantities of paper in various cate- 
gories; bids invited until November 12 
by the New Zealand Government Print- 
ing and Stationery Department, Private 
Bag, Government Buildings P. O., Wel- 
lington, New Zealand.* 

Portable electric handlamps, 6; bids 
invited until November 29 by the Stores 
Managers Office, State Hydro-Electric 
Department, P. O. Box 8025, Welling- 
ton, C. 1.* 

Copies of specifications are available 
on loan from the New Zealand Govern- 
ment Trade Commissioner, 1145 19th 
Street NW., Washington 6, D. C, 


Northbound shipments of soybeans 
through the Suez Canal totaled 14.2 mil- 
lion bushels for the first 6 months of 
this year, as compared with 12 million 
shipped in the corresponding period of 
1955, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports, 
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Chilean Firm Wants 


Plastics Machines 


Cobre Cerillos, S. A., importers and 
exporters of copper wires and processors 
of plastic products, plan to purchase 
plastic working machines to expand 
production. 

Machines wanted are: 

One vinyl or polyethylene embossing 
machine for light- and heavy-gage films 
and coated fabric, costing between 
$60,000 and $80,000; one automatic 
polyethylene bag-making machine, esti- 
mated cost $10,000; four or five vacuum 
presses, in varying sizes, estimated cost 
$30,000; a “trolley wire” machine, cost- 
ing about $25,000; and a 4%%-inch or 
6-inch extruder, for heavy wire insula- 
tion, costing about $40,000. 

Jaime Said, manager of the company, 
igs reported to be visiting in the United 
States, negotiating for the purchase of 
this machinery and making arrange- 
ments for partial or entire financing of 
the total amount required, through the 
Export-Import Bank or private sources. 
His U. S. address is c/o Handel & Sons, 
1225 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Interested suppliers are invited to 
send quotations to Mr, Said at the New 
York address, or to Cobre Cerrillos, 
S. A., 6 Juan Antonio Rios, Santiago. 
A World Trade Directory report on this 
company may be obtained by qualified 
U. S. firms for $1 from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Supple- 
mental data may be obtained on loan 
from BFC’s Trade Development Division. 


U. S. Trade Mission Data 
Indicate Market Potentials 


Complete listings of U. S. Trade Mis- 
sion interviews with businessmen in 
Sweden, Austria, and Greece, soon to 
be available at all Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, may be of interest 
to business firms as indicators of mar- 
ket potentials or leads to future bust- 
ness. 


These listings include names and ad- 
dresses of individuals interviewed, the 
nature of* their inquiries, and products 
offered for sale or sought for purchase 
in the United States. Some items, de- 
veloped as trade or investment oppor- 
tunities, have been published in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly-and Investment Op- 
portunities Abroad; others will appear 
in these publications later. 








North American barley production in 
1956 is estimated at 660 million bushels, 
the same as in 1955, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 

An increase in Canada’s total produc- 
tion offsets a reduction in the United 
States which is estimated at the 1954 
level. 
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Turkish Firms Seek Collaboration 


Five firms in Turkey have requested 
the assistance of the U. S. Trade Mis- 
sion to the Izmir fair in attracting U. S. 
capital, technical assistance, and know- 
how to aid in development of a diverse 
group of industries in that country. 

These proposals are listed below. 
Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with the companies or 
individuals for complete details con- 
cerning each proposal. 

Ibrahim Copinoglu, owner of asbestos 
deposits reportedly covering an area of 
1,793 hectares near Tire, seeks VU. S. 
capital and joint participation in the 
development of this property. Terms are 
open to negotiation. Correspondence 
may be directed to Mr. Ibrahim, 352 
Sok. No. 79 Karatas, Izmir. 

Kadri Nizam offers his Turkish 
patent No. 6338 dated February 1954 to 
a U. S. firm for the manufacture of a 
seed-laying machine. Mr. Nizam would 
prefer to have this machine manufac- 
tured in Turkey for the Turkish market; 
however, other arrangements will be 
considered. Correspondence may be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Nizam, Bagarasi, Foca. 

Ismail Yilmaz, mining engineer, seeks 
U. S. capital, machinery, and technical 
assistance for the development of min- 
ing properties reportedly containing 
deposits of boracite, lead, chromium, 
coal, gold, titanium, cobalt, iron, tung- 
sten, copper, and molybdenite, Mr. 
Yilmaz’s address is 222 Sok. No. 5/A, 
Karantina, Izmir. 

Osman E, Ozman wishes capital par- 


Firms in Italy Offer 
License Opportunities 


The following leads for licensing the 
manufacture and sale of products in the 
United States have been received from 
the U. S. Trade Mission Center in Bari, 
Italy. 

Ditta OCABRY (Officina Carlo Brig- 
ida), manufacturer of metal folding 
furniture, offers to U. S. firm already 
engaged in producing and selling sim- 
ilar line, particularly in the Near East 
countries, patent rights on designs and 
construction of the furniture, and on 
the machines used in building it. Corre- 
spondence should be addressed to Dott. 
Eliseo Brigida, Via Putignani 87, Bari. 

Soc. IMEXTRADE, manufacturer of 
hand-operated knitting machines, wishes 
to sell or license their manufacture in 
the United States on a royalty basis. 
Communications may be addressed to 
Sig. Giuseppe Ghitti, Via Fratelli Ugoni 
32, Brescia. 

Ago Magico, manufacturer of hand- 
operated knitting machines, Post Box 
31, Rimini, would like to export to or 
license the manufacture in the United 
States of hand-operated ‘knitting ma- 
chines especially adaptdble to home use. 





ticipation for the 

asbestos properties in Tirfu and Some 
Asbestos samples are available upon 
request from Mr. Ozman, Donertas, 
Osmanzade 945 Sok, No. 90, Izmir. 

Nazif Kavaller, manager of the 
Atlantik Mining Collective Co., Pazar 
Cadessi 29/A, Mersin, wants U. S. in- 
vestment, equipment, and know-how for 
exploration and operation of iron-ore, 


— and chrome-ore mining proper- 
ies 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only firms 
or individuals of good repute, the U. S. 
Department of Commerce cannot as- 
sume responsiblity for any transactions 
undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, or through the 
Department of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad, 

Supplementary information, in the. 
form of literature, catalogs, photog- 
raphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*), Firms 
domiciled in the United States may 
obtain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D, C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

Belgium—Brasserie du Faleau SPRL 
(brewer, exporter), rue du Faleau, 
Chatelineau, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents beer of high 
alcoholic content and high degree of 
fermentation. 

Belgium—Brewery Lamot, Ltd., rue 
van Beethoven 10, Malines, wishes to 
export beer, Leaflets in French avail- 
able.* 

Italy—Aziena Vinicola delle Tenuti 
Rivera, Andria, wishes to export through 
U. S. distributors high-quality wine. 

Italy—Ditta E. Christofanelli, Via G. 
Capruzzi 52, Bafi, wishes to export 
through agent Asti spumante and fine 
table wines, 

Asbestos Pipes: 

Italy—Gargiulo Industria Meridionale 
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Fibrocemento ed Affini (GIMFA), Via 
Castriota 40, Torre Annunziata, Naples, 
wishes to export mechanically made 
supercompressed asbestos pipes and fit- 
tings for irrigation, sewerage, etc, 
Boats: 
Sicily—Cantiere Navale — Leopoldo 


Rodriguez (manufacturer), Molo Norim- _ 


berga 24, Messina, wishes to establish 
sales outlets in the United States for 
winged speed boats in various sizes, 
suitable for commercial ferry or pleasure 
craft. 

Books, Magazines, and Periodicals: 

Belgium—-Librairie Falk Fils—G. Van 
Campenhout, Successeur (importer, 
“wholesaler, retailer, exporter, and edi- 
tor), 95 rue de la Croix-de-Fer, Brussels, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
Begian literature, books, scientific peri- 
odicals, magazines, and maps, 

Building Materials: 

Italy — M.M.M. (Marmette Moselli 
Maffezzoli) (maufacturer), Via Bern- 
ardo Tanucci 50, Naples, wishes to ex- 
port marble and cement mixture floor 
tiles ranging in size from 20 x 20 cm. to 
40 x 40 cm. 

Italy—Ditta Cav Geom. Manlio Mat- 
toli, Jesi, Marche, wishes to export 
through agents marble slabs suitable 
for churches, office buildings, terraces, 
patios, etc. 

Cameras: 

Italy—Officina Ottica-Meccanica, Via 
Nazionale 201, Rome, wishes to export 
inexpensive cameras using standard 35- 
mm. film. 

Ceramics: 

Italy—Marisa (manufacturer), Via 
Sabato Robertelli 9-11, and Via XX Set- 
tembre 21, Salerno, wishes to export 
direct or through agent good-quality 
ceramics, 

Chicory: 

Belgium — Gerard Dobbels-Ampe 
(manufacturer, wholesaler), 92B chaus- 
see de Tielt, Meulebeke, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent 100% pure 
dried and roasted chicory. 

Clothing: 

Belgium—Robka, 102 Avenue Gri- 
beaumont, Brussels, wishes to export 
handmade dresses for infants and chil- 
dren. 

Italy—Ditta Giannini Carolina, Via 
Cavour 96, Florence, wishes to export 
matched sets of lingerie, and blouses for 
women and children. 

Italy—Maglieria Dimma, Via Fratelli 
Ugoni 32, Brescia, wishes to export nylon 
with cotton knitted wear for infants. 

Italy—Maglificio Isolina, Via S. Ger- 
vasio 46, Trani, Bari, seeks U. S. sales 
representative for distribution of sweat- 
ers of wool, cotton, wool and cotton 
mixed, and wool and alpaca mixed, for 
men, women, and children. 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft: 

Belgiim—Geeraert, Veerstraat 50, 
Drongen, Ghent, wishes to export hand- 
and machine-embossed copperware for 





India Machine-Tool Team 
. To Visit U. S. 


Five representatives of the In- 
dian machine-tool industry will 
arrive in the United States about 
the first of November. 

Accompanied by John D. Elliott, 
machine-tool advisor to the Indian 
Ministry of Heavy Industries, the 
group will spend 4 weeks visiting 
U. S. manufacturing establish- 
ments where they will discuss the 
possibility of licensing arrange- 
ments. 

Firms interested in contacting 
the group may address inquiries 
to the Commercial Section, Indian 
Embassy, 2107 Massachusetts Ave- 
nue, Washington, D. C, 











gift shops; also styles for church use, 
Germany — Ide-Kerzen (manufac- 
turer), Gitschiner Strasse 15, Berlin SW 
61, wishes to export through agent fancy 
candles, including religious subjects. 
Iran — Fadavi Bros. (importer of 
mounted and unmounted cut diamonds, 
and watches; manufacturer, wholesaler 
of silverware; commission merchant of 
refrigerators, toilet articles), Isfahan, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
Persian enamelware including boxes, 
jewelry, cigarette cases, and novelties; 
Persian antiques including old coins, old 
copper, brass, and silverware, and old 
precious stones; and turquoise of differ- 
ent sizes and qualities, mined in Iran. 


Italy—Centro Nazionale Artigianato 
(Italian National Union of Artisans), 
Via Alberico II 35, Rome, wishes to ex- 
port all kinds of handicraft, from 
ceYamics to furniture, from accessories 
to women’s fashions, and sacred art. 
Catalog will be supplied upon request to 
named organization, 

Italy—Ditta Anna Del Console (de- 
signer and manufacturer), Corso Vit- 
torio Emanuele 54, Bari, seeks New 
York representative to sell direct to 
retail stores bags for children and 
women, dolls, artificial flowers, and 
small stuffed felt animals. 

Italy—Sempreviva S.r.]., Via E. Man- 
Fiori Artificiali) (manufacturer), Cis- 
terna dell’Olio 6, Naples, seeks U.S. 
sales representative for artificial flow- 
ers made of cotton, velvet, and plastic. 

Italy—Signorina Appollonia D’Urso 
(designer, manufacturer), Piazza Vit- 
torio Emanuele 24, Toritto, Bari, wishes 
to export dolls and artistic Christmas 
tree accessories. 

Italy—Sempreviva, S.r.1., Via E. Man- 
fredi 8, Rome, wishes to export handi- 
craft specialties including flowers and 
small- and medium-size Christmas trees, 
preserved and colored. 

Yugoslavia—BOSNA, Jugoslavenske 
Armije No. 25, Sarajevo, wishes to ex- 
port through agent Yogoslav handicraft 


— 


articles including slippers of wool for 
men and women, embroidered blou 
dresses for women and children; Turk. 
ish coffee sets; silver filigree jewelry; 
and accessories of straw and leather, 
Catalog available upon request to 
Yugoslav firm. 

Yugoslavia — Rukotvorine (National 
Handicraft Production), Ilica 38, Za- 
greb, wishes to export fleece-lined slip- 
pers for indoor and outdoor wear of the 
after skiing type; native dolls dressed 


in costumes, also small wooden carica- 


tures of natives in costume; brass and 
copperware Turkish coffee sets; hand- 
made linen embroidered tablecloths, 
luncheon sets, children’s dresses, and 
women’s blouses; handmade lace doilies 
and table settings; lounging socks with 
leather soles and wool knitted uppers; 
and fancy leather-covered bottles for 
liquors. Leaflet, photographs, and price 
list available.* 

Dies: 

Italy—Luigi Quarello (manufacturer, 
exporter), 169 Via Passo Boule, Turin, 
wishes to export direct, to specifica- 
tions (drawings and instructions) of 
buyer, dies for plastic materials, and 
small-, medium-, and large-size dies 
for smelting metals under pressure. 

Electrical Equipment: 

Yugoslavia—Jugoelektro, Knez Mi- 
hajlova 33, Belgrade, seeks U.S. repre- 
sentative for the sale of shielded or 
plain copper wire and cable, and elec- 
tric motors, 

“Fibers: 

Pakistan — Amin Kothawala, 1/50 
Bhurgari Road, Jamshed Qts., Karachi, 
wishes to export Jute and wool; also 
cotton waste, and hides and skins. 

Fish Nets: 

Italy—Retificio Bresciano, c/o Soc. 
I.nextrade, via Fratelli Ugoni 32, Bres- 
cia, wishes to export all sizes of fish 
nets made of forloin. 

Floor Coverings: 

India—The Kerala Coir Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter), 
P. B. No. 2, Alleppey, Travancore-Co- 
chin State, wishes to export direct or 
through agent, monthly, in various 
qualities: Approximately 30,000 sq. ft. 
of coir door mats, plain and in de- 
signs; 50,000 sq. yds. of aloe and sisal 
mattings in rolls; and 3,000 sg. yds. of 
woolen druggets, 

Handtools: 

England—Rolls Tools, Ltd., (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 154/6 Blackfriars 
Road, London, S.E. 1, wishes to export 
direct hacksaw frames, and hacksaw 
blades in low-tungsten and high-speed 
qualities. Illustrated and descriptive 
leaflets available.* 

Hides and Skins: 

Yugoslavia—DERMA, Beogradska 58, 
Zagreb, wishes to export through agent 
leather sides and splits, 

Jewelry: 

France — Payrot-Rudin (manufac- 
turer, exporter of jewelry), 11 avenue 
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de la Victoire, Nice, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 18-carat gold 
handmade jewelry with gems supplied 
by customers. 


Leather Products: 

Yugoslavia—DERMA, Beogradska 58, 
Zagreb, wishes to export leather prod- 
ucts, primarily of pigskins, including 
purses, handbags, belts, valises, suit- 
eases, ladies’ and men’s gloves, and 
leather articles made to order, Catalog 
available.* 


Machinery: 

Belgium—Ateliers Edouard Courtoy 
SPRL (manufacturer, exporter), 186 
chaussee de Mons, Hal, Brussels, wish- 
es to export direct or through agent 
automatic machinery for making chem- 
jeals and pharmaceuticals in tablet 
form. 

Italy—S. Frugoni, La Spezia, Italy, 
Via Cavour 129, Trani, Bari, wishes to 
export gang saw machines to saw and 
polish marble. 

Turkey—Ofler Fabrikasi (manufac- 
turer), Izmir, wishes to export through 
agent good-quality woodworking ma- 
chinery. 

Mica: 

Belgium—Robert Riviere (importer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 62 rue du Peli- 
can, Antwerp, wishes to export mica. 

Mirrors: 

Belgium—Vitsesie Meyvaert (manu- 
facturer), 48 Dock, Ghent, wishes to 
export glass mirrors. 

Olive Oil: 

Italy—Sirolio, S.P.A. (producer), Ros- 
sano Calabro, Cosenza, wishes to ex- 
port through agent olive oil. Presses, 
refines, packages, and will blend to suit 
market requirements. Produces 1,200 
to 1,500 tons annually. 

Pencils and Crayons: 

Yugoslavia—GRAFOS, Pencil Works 
(manufacturer), P.O. Box 211, Zagreb, 
seeks a U.S. representative or distribu- 


tor for pencils and crayons. Catalog 
available.* 

Plastic Products: 

Yugoslavia —- Jugovinil (manufac- 


turer), Gajeva 5, Zagreb, wishes to ex- 
port direct to manufacturers’ or 
through agents plastics and plastic 
powders. Brochures available.* 

Pharmaceuticals: 

France—Laboratories Novalis (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter), 30-32 
Bd. Emile Zola, Oullins, Rhone, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
pharmaceutical specialties for the treat- 
ment of gastro-intestinal disorders, res- 
piratory ailments in children, syrups 
and tonics for coughs, colds, bron- 
ehitis, asthma, and various other ills. 
Descriptive pamphlet available.* 

Pumps: 

Italy—FEIT di G Guccioni (Forni- 
ture Elettro-meccaniche Industriali Tor- 
ino) (manufacturer), Via Monginevro 
226, Turin, wishes to export direct or 
through agent hand- or power-oper- 
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ated portable pumps~ for handling 
liquids of all kinds. Reported to be of 
exceptionally high capacity in relation 
to small size. 


Sewing Machines: 

Italy—Ditta Visnova Sp.A. (manus 
facturer), Corso Italia 6, Milan, wishes 
to export sewing machines suitable for 
domestic use or for tailoring establish- 
ments. 

Textiles: 

Turkey—Naci Karaosmanoglu, Mugla, 
wishes to export handwoven fabrics, 
including silk materials, produced by 
natives. 

Turkey—Orhan Tuzun, Bankalar Cad. 
No. 28, Mugla, wishes to export hand- 
embroidered boxes, handkerchiefs, and 
place mats. 4 

Toys: ; 

Italy—MA.GI. — Manifattura Giocat- 
toli (manufacturer), Via Tadino ‘24, 
Milan, wishes to export through agents 
highly polished colorful wooden toys, 
including movable jointed character 
and pull toys, animals, and building con- 
struction sets. 

Ituly—Rag. Cav. Ennio Sinigaglia 
(manufacturer), Piazza Eroi del Mare 
9, Bari, wishes to export through agent 
or U.S. representative handmade dolls 
and stuffed character animals, 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Baby Carriages: 

Syria—Fallahah & Mirhej (importing 
distributor of toys, clothing for infants 
and children; manufacturer of wooden 
toys), Mutanabbi St., Damascus, wishes 
to purchase direct 100 baby carriages 
in small, medium, and large sizes. 


Book, Magazines, and Periodicals: 

Belgium — Librairie Falk Fils —G. 
Van Campenhout Successeur (importer, 
exporter of books, publications, scientific 
periodicals, maps; and library selling 
these items), 95 rue de la Croix-de-Fer, 
Brussels, is interested in importing 
American literature, scientific books, 
magazines, and periodicals, 

Chemicals: 

Belgium—Ets. Mornard, S. A. (im- 
porter of pharmaceuticals, chemical 
products, and scientific’ apparatus for 
laboratories), 29-31 rue Jacques Jor- 
daens, Brussels, wishes to purchase di- 
rect from U. S. producers industrial 
solvents, 

Syria—Diab, Dessouki & Ish (import- 
ing distributor, P.O. Box 330, Damascus, 
wishes to purchase direct 50 metric tons 
of glucose 45°, and 50 metric tons of 
citric acid. 

Thailand—A mer-Thia (1955) Co., 
Ltd. (importing distributor, manufac- 
turer’s agent), 35/2 Suriwongse Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for chemicals, 

Clothin€: 

Syria—Fallahah & Mirhej (importing 
distributor of toys, clothing for infants 








Swedish Firm Wants To 
Exchange Licenses 


Hagbarth & Son Aktiebolag, im-. 
porters of machinery, pipes, and 
tubes, and exporters of building 
materials, household utensils; and 
giftware, are interested in ex- 
changing - technical information 
and patents on behalf of Swedish 
firms. 

The firm would like to hear from 
U. S. companies who would be 
able to supply data on automation 
and new systems of production. 
They would also like to sell Swed- 
ish know-how and licenses to U. S. 
companies. 

Interested parties are invited to 
write direct to Hagbarth & Son 
Aktiebolag, Malmskillnadsgatan 
46, Stockholm C. A World Trade 
Directory report on this company 
may be obtained by qualified U. S. 
firms for $1 from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. :, 











and children; manufacturer of woolen 
toys), Mutanabbi St., Damascus, wishes 
to purchase direct $5,000 worth of 
infants’ and children’s ear, and 
$15,000 worth of children’s clothing. 


Syria—Said Sati, P.O. Box 1190, 
Damascus, wishes to purchase all kinds 
of women’s clothing, except rayon, such 
as nightgowns, slips, brassieres, and full 
length pajamas. Firm wishes catalogs 
with price lists from manufacturers. 


Detergents: ‘: 

Syria—Diab, Dessouki & Ish (import- 
ing distributor), P.O. Box 330, Da- 
mascus, wishes to purchase direct 25 
metric tons of detergents for washing 
clothes. 

Electrical Appliances and Equipment: 

Gold Coast—Fadel Malawi, P.O. Box 
596, Kumasi, wishes to purchase elec- 
trical equipment and home appliances. 
Firm wishes catalogs and price informa- 
tion. 

India—H. L. Anand & Sons (importer 
of electrical overhead transmission line 
material and substation equipment), 
Anand Bidg., Kapurthala, Punjab, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for electrical tubular poles, 
transformers, cables, insulators, light-. - 
ning arresters, meters, oil circuit break- 
ers, and switch gear. Specifications 
available for electrical tubular poles.* 

Lebanon — Anglo-American Stores, 
Souk EI Tawil, Beirut, wishes to pur- 
chase complete laundrettes from U. S. 
manufacturers. Catalogs and _ price 
information desired. 

Fats and Oils: : 

Syria—Diab, Dessouki & Ish (import- 
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ing distributor), P. O. Box 330, Da- 
mascus, wishes to purchase direct 25 
metric tons each of faty acids, palm 
oll, and groundnut oil for the soap 
industry. 


Foodstuffs: 

Belgium—Ets. G. Dehaeck-Delbaere, 
S.P.R.L., 25-28-30 rue Haut-Port, Gand, 
wishes to purchase canned and dried 
fruits from U. S. packers. 

Saudi Arabia — Abdullah Ibrarhim 
Mirah, P, O. Box 49, Mecca, wishes to 
purchase 10,000 bags of flour, 5,000 bags 
of wheat, and 2,000 bags of rice, 

Syria — Mohammad Buharith, P.O. 
Box 404, Jidda, wishes to purchase 
10,000 bags of flour, 5,000 bags of wheat, 
and 2,000 bags of rice. 

Syria—Diab, Dessouki Ish (importing 
distributor), P. O. Box 330, Damascus, 
wishes to purchase direct 500 cases of 
canned fish, and 300 cases of canned 
meat. 

General Merchandise: ' 

Iraq—Sayed Mourtada Sayed Jafer, 
Shorja, Baghdad, wishes to purchase 
toilet soap, razor blades, cigarettes, 
confectionary sugar, paper, matches, 
peppermint tablets, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, and tinsmith soider. 

Jordan—Kamal Ed Din Bukhari & 
Sons, P. O. Box 360, Amman, wishes to 
purchase clothing for men and women, 
such as socks, underwear, undershirts, 
nylons, slips, corsets, blouse; and mani- 
cure sets, perfumes, colognes, and 
powders, 

Syria—Zuhair Ridha Alwan, Shorja, 
Hamid Alwan Bldg., Baghdad, wishes 
to purchase canned foodstuffs, confec- 
tlonery sugar, powdered soap, men’s 
shirts, cosmetics, paper, ice-cream cups, 
and biscuits, " 

Hardware: 

Syria—Trans Orient Agencies & 
Transit, Sh. Moutanaby, P. O. Box 2372, 
Damascus, wishes to purchase drawer 
pulls, drawer slides, and furniture hard- 
ware, Catalogs and price information 
desired, 

Hotel Equipment: 

India—Nirula Bros. (importer, whole- 
saler, and sales/agent), L. Block, Con- 
naught Circus, New Delhi, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
ice-cream making machines, kitchen 
equipment, bakery appliances, dish- 
washing and laundry machines, decora- 
tive and sanitary fittings, cutlery and 
silverware, and furniture for hotels and 
restaurants, 

Household Goods: 

Syria—Ahmed Ismael El Sabaa 
(commission merchant), Rivali Blidg., 
Beirut, wishes to import all kinds and 
types of fruit juicers, 

Instruments: 

Belgium—Ets. Mornard, S.A. (im- 
porter of pharmaceuticals, chemical 
products, and scientific apparatus for 
laboratories), 29-31 rue Jacques Jor- 
daens, Brussels, wishes to purchase 
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direct from U. S. manufacturers nuclear 
physics instruments. 

Jewelry: 

Belgium — Dombrecht Gerard, 154 
Chaussee de Turnhout, Borgerhout, 
wishes to purchase fancy jewelry. 

Lubricants: 

Syria—Mahmoud Suleiman Kalifeh 
(importing distributor), No. 55 Abe 
Obeida St,, Damascus, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 40 metric tons of auto- 
motive lubricant oils. 


Machinery and Equipment: 

Chile—Jose Garabed, Casilla 842, 
Osorno, wishes to purchase complete 
factory equipment for making ice cream 
and potato chips. 

Jordan—The Jordan Educational Co., 
Ltd., P. O. Box 383, Amman, wishes to 
purchase equipment for installation of a 
dry-cleaning establishment, including a 
washing machine for industrial use. 
Firm desires catalogs and price informa- 
tion. 

Syria—Chabarek Bros. (manufac- 
turer), Souk el-Nahhaseen, Aleppo, 
wishes to purchase direct one pneumatic 
flour mill to produce 100 metric tons of 
flour every 12 hours. 

Syria—Salem Bros., Khan-el Harir 
St., Aleppo, wishes to purchase from 
U. S. manufacturers embroidery ma- 
chines. Firm desires catalogs and price 
information. L 

Syria—Mohammed Talib Zeidan (but- 
ter factory), Damascus, wishes to pur- 
chase complete industrial. plant for 
pasteurizing and cooling. 

Syria—Abdul Aziz Zeih & Co., P.O. 
Box 95, Damascus, wishes to purchase 
plastic-making machinery for manufac- 
turing plastic toys, household and 
kitchen equipment, and electrical plugs. 
Firm wishes catalogs, price information, 
and details for installation. 





Indian Agents Want 
Machinery 


Modi Bros., automobile dealers 
and engineers, would like the serv- 
ices of U. S. engineers and con- 
tractors for designing and building 
a plant to manufacture automo- 
tive trailers and accessories such 
as oil filters, gaskets, and seals. 
Estimates of suitable machinery, 
equipment, and tools_are desired 
with a view to achieving maxi- 
mum and most efficient production. 

Interested parties are invited to 
correspond with Modi Bros., Gan- 
dhi Road, Gwalior. A World Trade 
Directory report on this company 
may be obtained by qualified U. S. 
firms for $1 from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
= D.C. 














Turkey—Sevket Golcuklu, 
wishes to purchase machinery for mang. 
facture of cotton thread, Catalogs and 
price information desired. 

Yugoslavia—Pasko Tezak, Pobijana 
2, Dubrovnik, wishes to purchase a slide- 
fastener machine, and wishes informa. 
tion regarding manufacturing process, 
as well as catalogs and price lists. 

Metals: 


Belgium—Ets. Mornard, S.A, (im- 
porter of pharmaceuticals, chemical 
products, and scientific apparatus for 
laboratories), 29-31 rue Jacques Jor- 
daens, Brussels, wishes to purchase di- 
rect from U. S. producers manganese 
and alloys, cobalt and alloys, nickel and 
alloys, molybdenum and salts, and all 
other products used in the steel indug- 
try. 

Naval Stores: 


Italy—Industria Prodotti Resinosi 
Affini (IPRA) (manufacturer), Casella 
Postale 315, Bari, wishes to purchase 
sulfate turpentine oil and crude turpen- 
tine. Firm desires small samples and 
detailed information. 


Office Equipment: 
Italy—Ditta Sforza, Corso V. Eman- 
uele 193, Bari, wishes to purchase direct 


from U. S. manufacturers office supplies 
and appliances. 


Pharmaceuticals; 
Thailand — Amer-Thai (1955) Co. 
Ltd. (importing distributor, manufac- 


turer’s agent), 35/2 Suriwongse Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for pharmaceuticals and 
hospital supplies. 


Printing Equipment: 

Syria—Tewfik Press, Souk Madhat 
Pasha, Damascus, wishes to purchase 
printing presses, large and small, print- 
ing ink, and paper. Firm desires cata- 
logs, price lists, and detailed informa- 
tion. 


Radio and Television Equipment: 

Gold Coast—Fadel Malawi, P.O. Box 
596, Kumasi, wishes to purchase radios, 
Firm wishes catalogs and price informa- 
tion, 

Thailand—Technic Radio & Televi- 
sion Co., Ltd. (wholesaler, retailer, im- 
porting distributor of radio and televi- 
sion sets and parts), 418/12 Bamrung 
Muang Road, Bangkok, wishes to pur- 
chase up-to-date television and raido 
sets; the television sets should comply 
with the local television transmitters. 


Sporting Goods, Toys, and Games: 

Netherlands—Langerveld & Henni 
(importing distributor), 64 Van Boetze- 
laerlaan, The Hague, wishes to purchase 
on an exclusive basis sporting goods, 
indoor games, and patience puzzles (no 
jigsaw puzzles). 

Syria—Fallahah & Mirhej (importing 
distributor of toys, clothing for infants 
and children; manufacturer of wooden 
toys), Mutanabbi St., Damascus, wishes 
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to purchase direct $15,000 of plastic and 


metal toys. 

Steel Products: 

India—Raymon Engineering Works, 
Ltd. (importer of machinery, mild and 
high-tension steel, steel castings, tools, 
and railway vacuum brake arrange- 
ments; manufacturer of railway roll- 
ing stock wagons and underframes), 
p-35 Royal Exchange Place Extension, ' 
Calcutta, wishes to purchase steel 
channels, angles, and plates. Firm states 
full requirement for the present pro- 
gram would be about 3,500 tons of 
steel, and wishes to receive quotations 
soon. Specifications available.* 

Syria—Al-Fallah Agromachina S.A. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent for agricultural machinery and 
equipment), P.O. Box 2445, Damascus, 
wishes to purchase direct from US. 
manufacturers 15,000 meters of seam- 
jess steel pipes with necessary fittings, 
from 650 mm. to 850 mm. for water 
conduct. 

Textiles: 


Syria—Wajih Shaboun, Im _ Ismail 
Hamamy-Sh. Baghdad, Azbakie, Da- 
mascus, wishes to purchase mixed ray- 
on and cotton fibers in all colors, and 
crystal fiber. 

Toilet Goods: 

Thailand — Amer-Thai (1955) Co., 
Ltd. (importing distributor, manufac- 
turer’s agent), 35/2 Suriwongse Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency for cosmetics. 

Tools: 

Yugoslavia — Jugokomere (importer) 
2 Radiceva, Sarajevo, wishes to pur- 
chase tools and machine tools from U.S. 
manufacturers. 

Welding Rods: 

Sweden—Viktor Ramell (importer, 
wholesaler, manufacturer's agent), 
Kungspassagen B, Goteborg C, wishes 
to purchase direct and seeks agency 
from U.S. manufacturer on a commis- 
sion basis for electric welding cables 
of aluminum, dimensions 95 sq. mm. 
and 70 sq. mm., or comparable. Sample 


, of electric welding cable desired from 


U.S. manufacturer. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Syria — Vartkes N. Yacoubian, Da- 
mascus, seeks partnership with US. 
contracting firms having experience in 
the Middle East. 

Automotive Vehicles and Equipment: 

Lebanon—A. N. Fakhoury & Co, 
P.O. Box 2127, Beirut, seeks agency 
for spare parts for automobiles, and 
trucks. Firm wishes catalogs and price 
information. 

Chemicals: 

Yugoslavia—Hemotehna Beograd, 47 
Kneza Milosa, Beograd, wisehes to rep- 
resent U.S. firms handling agricultural 
chemicals, phenol, and other cdoal-tar 
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Royal Jelly for Sale 
In South Africa 


The South African Association 
of Beekeepers, P. O. Box 3076, 
Johannesburg, would like to get 
in touch with cosmetic manufac- 
turers or other users likely to be 
interested in royal jelly, a sub- 
stance bees feed their queen. 
Larger full-time migratory bee- 
keepers, who are members of the 
Association, are producing this 
commodity. 

Interested parties are invited to 
correspond with the South African 
Association of Beekeepers at the 
address given, 











products, sulfur, borax, and pharmaceu- 
tical raw materials. 

Clothing: 

Jordan—George T. Kash-Shou, Al 
Kuds via Amman, seeks agency for 
nylon stockings. 

Norway—Anker Arnesen (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 17 Gyldenlovesgate, Kris- 
tiansand S, seeks agency for knitted 
clothing in wool.and cotton, women’s 
dresses, and fabrics for / readymade 
dresses. 

Sweden—Lars Hardfelt (manufac- 
turer’s agent forg textile piece goods 
and garments), 16 Johannebergsgatan, 
Goteborg S, seeks agency for women’s 
knitwear, particularly cardigans an@® 
jumpers ef orlon, and mainly low- 
priced, and so called cut-and-sewn gar- 
ments. 

Electrical Appliances: 

Syria—Adnan Nihlawi, P.O. Box 
2032, Beirut, seeks agency for home 
appliances, such as vacuum cleaners, 
refrigerators, washing machines, and 
stoves. Catalogs desired. 

S. Rhodesia — Rhodesian Agencies 
(Pvt.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent), 
P.O. Box 120, Essex House, 14B Sel- 
borne Ave., Bulawayo, seeks agency 
for electrical goods for household use. 

Saudi Arabia—Abdulaziz & Moham- 
med Al-Abdullah Aljimaih, (importer, 
manufacturer's agent) P.O. Box 467, 
Jidda, wishes to obtain agency from 
U.S. manufacturers for refrigerators, 
washing machines, and all types of 
home appliances. Catalogs and price in- 
formation desired. 

Saudi Arabia—Nasir Al Aamir Arri- 
maih, P.O. Box 48, Medina, seeks 
agency from U.S. manufacturers for 
electrical wiring and equipment, such 
as outlets, lamps, etc. Firm wishes 
catalogs and price information, 

Foodstuffs: 

Belgium—Ermis S.A. (importing dis- 
tributor, commission merchant, 24 rue 
Schul, Antwerp, seeks agency for first- 
class quality dried and preserved fruits, 
marmalade, honey, and special fine 
foods, 


Peru—Ricardo Sprecher (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 162 Calle, Sanchez Pi- 
nillos, Lima, wishes to obtain agency 
fox. canned foodstuffs and dried fruits. 


Glassware and Hardware: 

S. Rhodesia — Rhodesian Agencies 
(Pvt.), Ltd. (manufacturer's agent), 
P.O. Box 120, Esséx House, 14B Sel- 
borne Ave., Bulawayo, seeks agency for 
household hardware and glassware. 


Household Gods: 

Syria—M, Yacine L. Tabbah, Khan- 
Harir, Damascus, wishes to obtain 
agency from U.S. manufacturers of 
fruit juicers of the type for oranges, 
and also the types for extracting juice 
from apples, pears, and tomatoes, for 
home use, 


Machinery and 

Chile—CODITEC pania Distrib- 
uidora Tecnica, Ltfa. (importer, re- 
tailer of industrial machinery and 
tools), 1749 Alameda, Santiago, wishes 
to obtain exclusive representation for 
U.S. manufacturers of large and heavy 
road-construction equipment, such as 
earth movers, scoop shovels, and bull- 
dozers. 

Norway—Riddervold & Co. A/S (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer, agent), 6 Hausmannsgaten, Oslo, 
seeks agency for industrial equipment. 

Persian Gulf—Ahmadi's Industries, 
P.O. Box 34, Bahrein, wishes to repre- 
sent U.S. manufacturers of pasteuriz- 
ing machines. 

Miscellaneous: 

Syria—Wadi Fattouh, Rue Derichie, 
P.O. Box 1130, Damascus; wishes t® 
represent firms handling chemicals, tex- 
tiles, hardware, and tools. 

Pharmaceuticals: 

Italy—Dr. Francesco De Ruvo (phar- 
maceutical laboratory and agent), 32 
Via Melo, Bari, seeks agency for South- 
ern Italy for U. S. manufacturers of 
pharmaceuticals. 

Plumbing Supplies: 

Norway—Riddervold & Co. A/S (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer, agent), 6 Hausmannsgaten, Olso, 
seeks agency for sanitary fittings. 

Pumps: 

Syria—Al-Fallah Agromachina S,. A. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 2445, Damascus, seeks 
agency from VU. S. manufacturers for 


/ 


pment: 


100 units annually of vertical water, 


pumps, belt driven, from 3” to 8”, depth 
from 20 to 200 meters, to be operated 
by diesel engines. i 

Radios: 

Persian Gulf—Ahmadi's Industries, 
P. O. Box 34, Bahrein, wishes to repre- 
sent U. S. manufacturers of radios. 

Persian Gulf—Abdala Abed Alrah- 
man Ben Fares, Dubai, seeks agency for 
radios. 

Rubber Goods: 

Norway—Riddervold & Co. A/S (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer, agent), 6 Hausmannsgaten, Oslo, 
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seeks agency for rubber articles for 
technical purposes, 

Stationers’ Supplies: 

India—Mercantile Corp. (India) 
(manufacturer’s agent, importing dis- 
tributor), P. O. Box 131, Madras 1, 
Madras State, seeks agency for station- 
ery articles of all kinds, including desk- 
pen sets, automatic hand numbering 
machines, stapling machines and staples, 
paver punches, ball-peint pens, and au- 
tomatic pencils. 

Steel Products: 

Norway—Riddervold & Co. A/S (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer, agent), 6 Hausmannsgaten, Oslo, 
seeks agency for stainless-steel plates. 

Textiles: 

S. Rhodesia—Rhodesian Agencies 
(Pvt.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent), 
P, O. Box 120, Essex House, 14B Sel- 
borne Avenue, Bulawayo, seeks agency 
for textile piece goods, in printed and 
plain dyed spun rayons and cottons, as 
well as khaki drills, suitings, calicos, 
and sheetings, 36” wide. Firm wishes 
information as to weight per linear yard 
and number of yards to a piece. 

Syria—Sobhi el Kihami (retailer of 
textiles), P. O. Box 1109, Souk el Hami- 
deyah, Damascus, wishes to obtain 
agency for all kinds of rayon, cotton, 
and woolen textiles. 

Tires: 

Saudi Arabia—Mohamed A. Almashal 
(trade and commission manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 136, Riad, seeks agen- 
cy for rubber tires, as well as for re- 
frigerators, electric fans, air-condition- 
ers, batteries, office equipment, and 
typewriters. Catalogs and price infor- 
mation desired 

Syria—Asad Said Misri, Marje, Dag- 
histani Bldg., Damascus, seeks agency 
for tires in all sizes. 

Toilet Goods: 

Belgium—Etablissments Corde SPRL 
(commission merchant), 110 rue Merca- 
tor, Antwerp, seeks agency for toilet, 
hygienic, and cosmetic articles, 

Yarns: 

Syria—Agencies Generales D’Orient, 
P. O. Box 757, Damascus, seeks agency 
for yarns. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Ernst Fischer, represent- 
ing E. Fischer, 428 Glenferrie Road, 
Kooyong, Victoria, is interested in re- 
cent developments in the plastic indus- 
try. Scheduled to arrive October 25, 
via San Francisco, for a 2-month visit. 
U. S. address: c/o 12 East 67th St., New 
York 21, N. Y. Itinerary: San Francis- 
co, Los Angeles, Chicago, New York, 
and other cities. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Australia—Ben Greenberg, represent- 
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ing B. & G. Manufacturing Co, Pty., 
Ltd., Daking House, Rawson Place, Syd- 
ney, is interested in clothing and wom- 
en’s fashions. Was scheduled to arrive 
October 6, via San Francisco, for a 6- 
week visit. U. S. address: c/o Statler 
Hotel, 930 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 
Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los An- 
geles, New York, and Miami. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Canada—Will F. Geerts, representing 
Eastern Cooperative Services, Ltd., 
Dairy Department, 200 College St., An- 
tigonish, Nova Scotia, is interested in 
attending the Dairy Industries Exhibi- 
tion in Atlantic City, N. J., the last 
week of October, and in seeing the 
newest dairy equipment to obtain the 
latest technical information. Scheduled 
to arrive October 27, for a visit of not 
less than 14 days. U. S. address not 
given. Itinerary: Atlantic City, New 
York, and possibly other tities enroyte. 

England—Lawrence R. Crawford, 
representing Blackburn & General Air- 
craft, Ltd. (designers and constructors 
of aircraft, engines for aircraft, as well 
as gas turbines, and aluminum houses; 
exporter of aircraft and engines), 43 
Berkeley Square, London, W. 1, is in- 
terested in manufacturing in Great 
Britain, undér license, U. S. products in 
the engineering field. Was scheduled to 
arrive October 12 via New York, for a 
3-month visit. . 

U. S. address: c/o Vernon Crudge, 
Room 1501, 630 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Wash- 
ington, Detroit, and Los Ang®les. 

Germany—K urt Duennebier, Rudolf 
Fergen, Dr, Wilhelm Heuser, and Au- 
gust Thiel, representing Winkler & 
Duennebier (manufacturer and exporter 
of envelope and chocolate machinery), 
Neuwied/Rhein, will supervise installa- 
tion of firm’s rotary envelope machines 
at plants of several U. S. customers. 
They also plan to attend convention of 
American Envelope Manufacturers, to be 
held at the Waldorf Astoria in New 
York October 31—November 3. Was 
scheduled to arrive October 4, via New 
York, for a 6-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel, 50th St. and Park Ave. New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Bos- 
ton, Cleveland, Kansas City and Phila- 
delphia. ' 

Germany—August Scherer, represent- 
ing ASGA Moebelbau Adolf Scherer K. 
G. (ASGA Furniture Factory), Leopold- 
strasse, Gaggenau, Baden, is interested 
in establishing business connections in 
the United States, and in-contacting im- 
porters, distributors, and manufacturers 
of furniture. Scheduled to arrive Octo- 
ber 29, via Chicago, for a 2-week visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Frederick J. Kovan- 
da, P. O. Box 1079, Chicago 1, Ill. Itin- 
erary: Chicago, New York, and Philadel- 
phia. 

World Trade Director report being 
prepared. 





New Edition of British 
Index Lists Trades 


The British Empire Trades In- 
dex, 1956-57 edition, published by 
Business Dictionaries, Ltd., in Lon- 
don, contains over 1,000 pages cov- 
ering more than 65,000 business 
entries—old and new—classified 
under some 3,500 separate trades 
situated in all parts of the world. 

Copies of the new edition may 
be obtained from the publisher's 
U.S. agent, William E. Prugh, Sr., 
3210 Carlisle Avenue, Baltimore 
16, Md., at $5 each, postage free. 











Italy—Franco Vaccari, representing 
Ditta Ottavio dell’Amico (owner of mar- 
ble quarries, and plant for processing 
and working marble; exporter of raw 
marble and marble works), 7 Via Mon- 
terusso, Carrara, and Pastificio Frediani 
(manufacturer, exporter of spaghetti), 
Zona Industriale Aquana, Carrara, are 
interested in establishing new business 
contacts. Were scheduled to arrive about 
October 17, via New York, for a visit of 
about 6 months, 

U. S. address: c/o Paolo Casavina, 
123 Avondale Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. Itin- 
erary: New York, Chicago, Boston, De- 
troit, and Philadelphia. 

World Trade Directory report being 

prepared. 
Calzaturificio Vaccari (shoe factory), 
16 Via Triachini, Bologna, is interested 
in visiting U. S. firms. Scheduled to ar- 
rive on or about October 27, via New 
York, for a 2-week visit. U.S. address: 
c/o Fleming Ioffe, Ltd. 410 Fourth 
Ave., New York 16, N, Y. Itinerary: 
New York, and Boston. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Mexico—Miguel Moragrega Badquer, 
representing Moragrega, S. A, (grocery 
firm), Av. Lerdo de Tejada No. 192, 
Guadalajara, Jalisco, is 
equipment for supermarkets and in 
meeting exporters of such equipment for 
two new supermarkets to be opened by 
his firm. Was scheduled to arrive Octo- 
ber 6, via Chicago, for a month's visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Palmer House, 
State and Monroe Sts., Chicago, Ill, and 
Beverly Hills Hotel, 9641 Sunset Bivd., 
Beverly Hills, Calif. Itinerary: Chica- 
go, Omaha, and Los Angeles, 

Peru—Jean Gerber, representing 
APIN (Aplicacion de la _ Industria) 
(importer, wholesaler, retailer of in- 
dustrial machinery and equipment), 
585 Cailloma, Casilla 1553, Lima, is in- 
terested in obtaining representation of 
U. S. manufacturers of heating, refriger- 
ating, hotel, and restaurant equipment, 
generating sets, and oxygen and car- 
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ponic gas plants. Scheduled to arrive 
October 27 via Miami, for a month's 
visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Housing Bureau, 16 
Central Pier, Atlantic City, N. J. Itin- 
erary: Atlantic City, Chicago, Toledo, 


New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and 
Washington. 
Portugal—Engineer Jose Alves, repre- 


senting National Cork Board (Junta 
Nacional de Cortica), Rua Filipi Folque 
10 J—2, Lisbon, is interested in study- 
ing U. S. cork market and problems, 
and in visiting the Cork Institute, New 
York, N. Y. Was scheduled to arrive 
October 12, via Washington, for a 2- 
week visit. U. S. address: c/o Portu- 
guese Embassy, 2125 Kalorama Rd., 
NW., Washington, D. C. Itinerary: 





Washington, New York, Baltimore, Lan- 
caster, Pa., Norfolk, and Kearny, N. J. 

Uruguay—L uis Giorgi, representing 
CONAPROLE (Cooperative Nacional 
de Productores de Leche—National 
Dairy Producers Cooperative), Magal- 
lanes 1871, Montevideo, and CUTSCA 
(Cooperativa Urug. de Transportes 
Colectivos S. A.—Uruguayan Passenger 
Bus Cooperative), Montevideo, is inter- 
ested in dairy industries and city bus 
services. Was scheduled to arrive Octo- 
ber 17, via Los Angeles, for a 4- to 6- 
week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Uruguagan Consu- 
late, 10965 Strathmore Drive, Los Ange- 
les 24, Calif. Itinerary: Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Chicago, Washington, 
and New York. 





Mexican Exports ... 


(Continued from page 9) 


which were used to refinance Govern- 
ment paper held by the Bank of Mexico. 
An additiona] 300 million pesos in road 
and electrification bonds issued earlier 
this year were used in the same man- 
ner. 


Trading in the Mexico City and 
Monterrey stock exchanges increased 
greatly after the new Mexico City stock 
exchange building opened in July. This 
was attributed to the fact that brokers 
began handling at the stock exchange 
transactions which they formerly 
handled over the Counter. July trading 
amounted to 73 million pesos; August, 
305 million pesos; and in early Septem- 
ber it still was high. The increased 
trading was almost exclusively in bonds. 
The stock exchange share in the total 
volume of securities traded was still 
rather low; however, the hope is that 
the stock exchange’s increasing im- 
portance will focus attention on the pos- 
sibilities of investing savings in both 
stocks and bonds through the exchange. 

August official price indexes showed a 





investment in 
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continued general leveling off of prices 
of the past few months. The only in- 
crease in the wholesale price index was 
in consumer goods, but even this did not 
reach June figures. Retail prices rose 
slightly but were below May and June 
levels, except in food costs in Mexico 
City which, according to the Bank of 
Mexico index, in August reached the 
highest point since January 1956. 

The pressure for increases of teach- 
ers’ wages by as much as 30 percent 
continued, and the prediction was that 
a solution would be reached in Septem- 
ber. 

Retail sales were in their usual 
August slump; however, early Septem- 
ber saw the usual sales upswing. Credit 
patterns changed little in August, col- 
lections, new credits, and installment 
accounts continuing at rates similar to 
those of preceding months, 


The construction slowdown, attributed 
largely to the shortage of heavy trans- 
portation facilities which delayed de- 
liveries both of raw materials to manu- 
facturing plants and of finished pro- 
ducts to end users also slowed payments 
on credit accounts and extension of the 
periods of such loans. 


Bids were taken in August on com- 
pletion of the Monterrey railway ter- 
minal, a $2-million project to be ¢om- 
pleted in the next 18 months. Comple- 
tion of rebuilding and standard gaging 
of the United Railway of Yucatan be- 
tween Campeche and Merida was ex- 
pected in 6 months. 

The Federal Electricity Commission 
began importing power from the United 
States to relieve the acute power short- 
age in Monterrey. The 16-percent rate 
increase authorized for the Mexican 
Power & Light Co. was not yet approved 
by the Minister of Economy. 

The Miguel] Hidalgo Dam on the Rio 
Fuerte, Sinaloa, was sufficiently com- 
pleted in August to start storing water. 
About 170,000 hectares of land will 
eventually be irrigated from the dam, 


and 30,000 kilowatts of energy will be _ 


generated for this area.—U. S. Embassy, 
Mexico City. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
He pe has a the follow- 
ing new trade aoe Ean which 
rn meogualnee pe. comses be.ob- 
tained b omiciled the 
United con from —_ Division 
and from De ° 
_merce Field es. The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are faced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 

ng the compilations. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Iraq. September 1956. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Lebanon. September 1956. 

Aircraft and Aeronautical Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Spain. Septem- 
ber 1956. 

Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers—Peru. August 1956. 

Boot and Shoe Importers and Dealers 
—Belgium. September 1956. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Paraguay. September 1956. 

Confectionery Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers—A ustria. September 
1956. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Costa Rica. Sep- 
tember 1956. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Manu- 
facturers, and Exporters—British Gui- 
ana. September 1956. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—Greece. September 1956. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—Mozambique. September 
1956. 

Furniture Importers and . Dealers— 
Lebanon. September 1956. 

Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Pakistan. August 1956. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Lebanon. September 1956. 

Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Netherlands West Indies. September 
1956. 

Naval Store Importers and Dealers— 
Egypt. September 1956. 

Office Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Burma, Septem- 
ber 1956. 

Petroleum Industry—Bolivia. Septem- 
ber 1956. 

Petroleum Industry—Brazil. 
ber 1956. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Western Germany and Berlin. Septem- 
ber 1956. 

Seed* and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Nicaragua. 
September 1956. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Sweden. September 1956. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Venezuela. September 1956. 


Septem- 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





.Trade Papers Impress 
Belgian Businessmen 


The diversity and informative nature 
of American business papers and other 
trade literature displayed at the U. S. 
Government exhibit in the International 
Trade Fair at Ghent, Belgium, Septem- 
ber 8-23, greatly impressed foreign busi- 
nessmen, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce reports, x 

Visitors interested in radio and tele- 
vision were surprised to find displayed 
more than 15 different publications cov- 
ering all phases of the industry. A 
number of specific inquiries relating to 
U. S. trade and industry were readily 
and fully answered by some of the 
publications 

The commercial library, a part of the 
exhibit, proved its value many times 
to both visitors and members of the 
trade mission to whom numerous in- 
quires were addressed, Paul G. Carney, 
mission leader, reports. 


Tariff Information Sought 


The mission was asked a variety of 
trade questions each day of the fair. 
The Belgians wanted information on 
tariffs and customs regulations, Ameri- 
can advertising practices, packaging 
and display, and other subjects. They 
showed a desire to establish business 
connections in the United States for 
the sale of steel lathe and chain, ply- 
wood, furniture, pharmaceuticals, tex- 
tiles, plumbing equipment, costume jew- 
elry, candies, jams, copper artwork, and 
other commodities. 

Richard M. Stone of Richard M. Stone 
Associates, Savannah, Ga., and John 
H. Benetz, president and owner, Bridge 
Tool & Die Works, Philadelphia, Pa., 
members of the mission, reported that 
the Belgians showed a great desire to 
learn more about the domestic markets 
and the export-import trade of the 
United States. 

Richard D. Edwards, president and 
general manager, Bright Stores, Inc., 
Lansford, Pa., a member of the mission, 
reported that many small manufactur- 
ers expressed a desire to visit the 
United States to study American mar- 
kets and manufacturing know-how but 
could not afford the expense because 
of their small volume of business. 

The four-man mission visited Bel- 
gium’s principal commercial and indus- 
trial centers, including Brussels, An- 
twerp, Malines, Namur, Liege, and 
Courtrai, and discussed American trade 
promotion with hundreds of local busi- 
nessmen. They also visited neighboring 
Luxembourg. 





Syrian barley production this year is 
estimated at 29 million bushels, in sharp 
contrast to only 7 million bushels a 
year ago, a virtual crop failure, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 
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Rio To Exhibit Local, 
Imported Products 


An exposition of domestically pro- 
duced and imported products to be held 
in Rio de Janeiro for a 3-month period, 
beginning on or about October 28, 1957, 
is being organized by the Federation 
of Industry of the Federal District of 
Brazil. 

The purpose of the Exposition of 
Commerce and Indusiry of Rio de 
Janeiro is to promote trade in Brazilian 
products and to exhibit foreign goods 
and industrial techniques, which can be 
marketed in Brazil. This exposition is 
reported to be the first of its kind in 
Rio de Janeiro. 


Provisiona] free entry will be granted 
to samples, supplies, and equipment im- 
ported for exhibit. At the close of the 
exposition, these goods may be reex- 
ported, destroyed, or sold. upon pay- 
ment of customs duties, import taxes, 
and the applicable exchange premiums. 

Rental charge for exhibit space will 
be 6,000 cruzeiros a square meter 
(70 cruzeiros=US$1, approximate re- 
cent free-exchange rate). No deadline 
has been fixed for the receipt of appli- 
cations for space. 


Additional details may be obtained 
from Affonso Campiglia, Technical Di- 
rector, Exposicao Internacional de In- 
dustria e Comercio do Rio de Janeiro, 
Rua Santa Luzia, 735, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 


——— 


invitations To Be Extended 
For Frankfurt Chemical Show 


Invitations and provisional programs 
to the Congress and Exhibition of 
Chemical Apparatus and Equipment 
(ACHEMA) to be held in Frankfurt, 
Germany, May 31-June 8, 1958, will be 
issued the latter part of this year. 


For the first time, the Exhibition and 
Congress will include nuclear physics 
and technology as a separate group. 
Other sections will consist of laboratory 
technology, measurement and control 
technology, operational technique, 
pumps and fittings, materials, chemical 
technology, and research and literature. 

Over 47,000 square meters of exhibi- 
tion space already have been reserved, 
which indicates that the 60,000 square 
meters available may not be sufficient. 
The ACHEMA Year Book 1956-58, the 
European Catalog of Chemical Ap- 
paratus and Equipment, will appear in 
four languages: English, French, Ger- 
man, and Spanish. 

Invitations and other data may be 
obtained on application to the 
DECHEMA Deutsche Gesellschaft fur 
chemisches, Apparatewesen, Frankfurt 
am Main 7, Rheingau Allee, 25. Dech- 
ema-Haus, Germany. 





Chicago Plans Heating, 
Air-Condition Show 


The 13th International Heating 
and Air-Conditioning Exposition 
is scheduled in the International 
Amphitheater, Chicago, Ill., Feb- 
ruary 25-March 1, under auspices 
of the American Society of Heat. 
ing and Air-Conditioning Engi- 
neers, and in conjunction with 
their 63d annual meeting. 

Management is under direction 
of the International Exposition 
Co., 480 Lexington Avenue, New 
York 17, N. Y. Inquiries may be 
directed to’Mr. E. K. Stevens, 
manager of the exposition. 











Australia Schedules 
Industries Exhibition 


The Sydney Industries Fair is sched- 
uled July 22-August 3, 1957, at the 
Royal Agricultural Society Showground, 
Moore Park, Sydney, Australia. 


A total display area comprising 198,- 
886 square feet will be available on the 
78%-acre exhibition grounds, according 
to the prospectus published by the fair’s 
agents, the Industrial Public Relations 
Service of Australia. Space will be allo- 
cated in 100-square-foot units, with 
rental fees ranging from $1.12, or 10 
shillings, to $1.68, 15 shillings, a square 
foot. Insofar as possible, displays will be 
grouped under trade and industrial clas- 
sifications. 

Goods intended for exhibition may be 
entered in: Australia under bond; how- 
ever, in view of the currency restrictions 
in force, licenses to sell exhibits after 
the fair may be difficult to obtain, espe- 
cially if payment were required in 
dollars. 

A copy of the fair prospectus is avail- 
able on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C, 





Copenhagen Fair Consists of 
Technical, Commercial Parts 


The 1957 Copenhagen International 
Fair will be held in two parts, the 
Technical Section, March 5-13, and the 
Commercial Section, March 23-31. 

The fair managemefit is planning an 
exhibit on automation and would wel- 
come the names of U. S. firms interested 
in planning the exhibit or in furnishing 
material for it. 

In 1956 the fair’s Technical Section 
contained 300 exhibits with 16 countries 
participating. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





—_ 


American Export Lines 


To Build Four Ships 


American Export Lines, Inc., of New 
York, has applied to the U. S. Mari- 
time Administration for a construction- 
differential subsidy to°aid in the build- 
ing of four new cargo vessels, the Ad- 
ministration has announced. 

The proposed new vessels are for 
operation on line F, trade route’ 10, 
North Atlantic to Mediterranean ports 
in replacement of existing older ton- 
nage. The company has stated its in- 
tention to apply for trade-in allowances 
on the replaced vessels. 

General characteristics of the pro- 
posed vessels are: Propulsion, single- 
screw geared turbine; length overall, 
492 feet 6 inches; breadth, 70 feet; 
draft, 27 feet; deadweight tonnage, 
9,850; speed, 18 knots. 

The ships will carry 12 passengers 
each, and all passenger and crew ac- 
commodations will be air conditioned. 
Construction of the vessels is estimated 
to cost $8.5 million each. 





Ayer Hitam-Kemayan Road 
Link Opened in Malaya 


A short road link in Malaya that has 
important implications in the Federa- 
tion’s development has been opened. 
Only 14 miles in length, the road 
covers the gap between Ayer Hitam, 
Negri Sembilan, and Kemayan, Pahang, 
and reduces the distance from Singapore 
to Kuantan on the east coast by about 
200 miles. 

Although the new highway was con- 
structed as a military road with Public 
Works Department funds, its economic 
potential is obvious as it is intended 
to “form an essential link in the future 
Federal route IV which will bea con- 
necting link from Johore Bahru with 
Pahang, Trengganu, and Kelantan.” 

The new highway and the recently 
opened Gemas-Rompin and Temerloh- 
Maran roads are not yet fully hard 
surfaced. These roads will form parts 
of the route of the permanent all- 
weather highway to the east coast that 
may be built under the Federation's 5- 
year development plan by 1960.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Singapore. 


Japan Plans Power Expansion 


Power development projects in Japan 
totaling 305,000 kilowatts are under 
study by the Power Development Co., 
Lid., of Japan. 

Hydroelectric projects are planned in 
Ashinose, 62,000 kilowatts; Mukuro, 
56,000 kilowatts; Ryunotani, 26,000 kilo- 
watts; Owase, 61,000 kilowatts; Yanase, 
27,400 kilowatts; Futamata, 35,600 
kilowatts; and Nagayama, 37,000 kilo- 
watts, 


October 22, 1956 


Thailand Gets Loan for Port Work 


The Port Authority of Thailand has 
received a loan of US$3.4 million from 
the World Bank to finance the purchase 
of three dredges and auxiliary equip- 
ment to be operated in the channel 
leading to the port of Bangkok and in 
the harbor. 

This loan is the second made by the 
bank for development of Bangkok port. 
Part of a $4.4 million loan made to the 
Thai Government in 1950 was used to 
deepen and widen the channel through 
a sandbar at the mouth of Chao Phya 
River. The channel was completed in 
January 1954, and ocean-going vessels 
of up to 10,000 deadweight tons are 
now able to reach the port. Savings in 
handling costs and lighterage fees are 
substantial—an important factor in the 
Thai economy as Bangkok handles the 
bulk of Thailand’s foreign trade. 

The Port Authority must have ade- 
quate dredging equipment to maintain 
sufficient depth of water in the bar 
channel and in the harbor. Orders for 
the equipment financed by the new 
bank loan were placed on the basis of 
international bidding. One of the 
dredges is already in operation and the 
others will be delivered late next year. 

The Government in 1951 established 
the Thai Port Authority as an autono- 
mous agency, and in the past 5 years it 
has considerably improved port opera- 
tions. The Authority itself will carry 
out dredging operations in the harbor 
and has engaged foreign contractors 
to dredge the bar channel in the next 





Congress To Meet in Rome 
On Funicular Transport 


The first Interhational Congress of 
Funicular Transport will be held in 
Rome in May 1957. 

The general subject before’ the 
Congress will be rules: and regulations 
for the safety of aerial ropeways run as 
public services for passenger transport 
and their influence on the installation’s 
technical and economic development. 
The agenda will comprise general ques- 
tions, ropes, machinery, line and sta- 
tions, accessory installations, and opera- 
tions. 

The closing date for submitting papers 
is December 31. English will be one of 
the official languages, with simultaneous 
interpretations by earphones provided 
during the discussions, 

Interested persons should address 
Segreteria I Congresso Internazionale 
dei Trasporti a Fune, Ministerio dei 
Trasporti, Rome, Italy, stating name, 
nationality, address, and profession. 
Participants must complete and return 
an inscription form by February 28, 
1957, with the fee of 5,000 lire (625 
lire=US$1).—-U. S. Embassy, Rome. 


2 years. The contractors will train 
Thai personnel in these operations so 
that the work may be taken over by 
the Thais as soon as practicable. 


The bank’s loan, guaranteed by Thai- 
land, is for a term of 15 years and bears 
interest at 4% percent, including the 1 
percent commission charged by the bank. 
The First National City Bank of New 
York is participating in the loan, with- 
out the World Bank’s guaranty, to the 
extent of $184,000, which represents the 
first two maturities falling due in Au- 
gust 1958 and February 1959. 


Thailand has now received five loans 
totaling $40.8 million from the World 
Bank. In addition to $7.8 million for 
the port of Bangkok, $15 million was 
lent for rehabilitation of the railroads 
and $18 million for irrigation of the 
Central Plain. 


Danes To Build Laboratory 
For Shipbuilding Research 


The Danish Academy of Technical 
Sciences in cooperation with the ship- 
yards of Denmark has prepared plans 
for constructing a shipbuilding research 
laboratory in that country. 

Plans call for buildings and instalia- 
tions valued at about 6 million crowns, 
of which 4.7 million crowns will come 
from counterpart funds and the re- 
mainder from private sources, prin- 
cipally shipyards (1 crown=US$0.154). 

In the past all experiments which 
usually precede the construction of 
larger vessels in Denmark have been 
carried out in foreign countries. This 
‘has been an unsatisfactory arrangement 
and has cost the Danish shipbuilding 
industry considerable foreign exchange. 
Particularly for this reason it is im- 
portant that Denmark have its own re- 
search laboratory—U. S. Embassy, 
Denmark. 


Rotterdam To Have piedens 
Cargo-Handling Facilities 


N. V. Overslagbedrijf Rotterdam, 
of Rotterdam, has started negotiations 
with the municipality with the view to 
acquiring a site in the Botlak port and 
industrial area for transshipment and 
storage of bulk cargoes. 

The installation weuld be equipped 
with the most modern machines for 
handling coal, ore, and other bulk com- 
modities. 

N. V. Overslagbedrijf is a new con- 
cern organized by five leading stevedor- 
ing companies, namely, Corn. Swart- 
touw, Frans Swarttouw, Coal Trading 
& Thomsen of Rotterdam, and Viaar- 
dingen-Oost established at the neighbor- 
ing port of Viaardingen, 








25 














UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Indian Airplane Firm To 
Manufacture Jet Engine 


The first step toward establishment 
of a gas turbine industry in India was 
taken by the Government of India when 
it concluded an agreement with Bristol 
Aeroengines, Ltd., of Britain for tech- 
nical assistance in the manufacture of 
gas turbine aeroengines. 


The contract provides for manufacture 
of the full range of Bristol Orpheus 
turbojet engines. Bristol engineers will 
assist in establishing the manufacturing 
plant of Hindustan Aircraft, Ltd. at 
Bangalore. Initially, complete Orpheus 
engines are to be supplied, and as 
Indian production is built up Bristol’s 
contribution will be-in the form of sub- 
assemblies and components until the 
manufacture is wholly Indian. Provision 
is also made for the training of tech- 
nicians at Bristol’s factories in England. 


Concurrently the Indian Government 
concluded an agreement with Folland 
Aircraft Co, for the manufacture of 
Folland Gnat jet fighters at the HAL 
plant. Twenty-five of these fighters have 
been ordered and delivery will be spread 
over a period of 2 years beginning April 
1957. Both the British and Indian-built 
Gnats will have Bristol Orpheus engines. 
- To facilitate manufacture of Gnats at 
HAL, Folland will supply components 





Schiphol International 
Airport To Be Expanded 


Extensive rebuilding on an expanded 
scale of Schiphol International airport 
at Amsterdam is provided for in a plan 
drawn up by a joint Government-carrier 
committee. 

The project, estimated to cost approx- 
imately 180 million guilders, provides 
for new runways, aprons, and service 
buildings and equipment; buildings in 
the traffic center; and moving of the 
Amsterdam-Hauge highway, which skirts 
the present field but‘ cuts through 
the middle of the proposed one (1 
guilder=about US$0.263). 

Although the plans are for a long- 
term project, a 3,300-meter runway for 
handling jet planes is proposed for com- 
pletion by 1960. 

Plans for the project have been sub- 
mitted to the Amsterdam Municipal 
Council for consideration and approval 
and discussion was expected to begin 
in mid-October.—U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral, Amsterdam. 





Pakistan’s electric power supply is to 
be expanded by 580,000 kilowatts under 
the country’s Five-Year Plan covering 
1955-60. Water and power development 
under the plan is estimated to cost 
2,601 million rupees, or approximately 
US$549 million—U, S. Embassy, 
Colombo, 
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and detail parts and train Indian tech- 
nicians. 

In addition to the manufacture of 
Gnat fighters, HAL reportedly will also 
take steps to produce light transport 
planes for the Indian Air Force and the 
Indian Airlines Corporation—U. S. Con- 
sulate-General, Madras. 


New Symbolic Labels 
Placed on Air Cargo 


Three new symbolic labels will ap- 
pear on various types of international 
air cargo packages beginning this 
month, according to the International 
Air Transport Association (IATA). 
These warnings, intelligible anywhere in 
the world regardless of language, repre- 
sent the. latest development in the 
standardization of air cargo labels un- 
dertaken by the 74 member airlines of 
IATA, 

Each of the new labels is designed to 
convey its message at a glance. The 
“Perishable Goods” and “This Side Up” 
labels are wordless, except that the 
name of the airplane employing them 
appears below the diagram. 


bins 
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The-perishable goods label exhibits a 
completely new approach to the prob- 
lem of symbolizing on a package such 
commodities as meat, fish, fruit, or 
flowers. The illustration shows a carcass 
of beef, a cluster of grapes, a fish, and 
a flower, in four separate diagrams sur- 
rounding the outline of an hourglass. 
The symbols are in blue on a white 
background. 

The fragile and this side up labels, 
in red and white and black and white, 
respectively, are patterned on present 
North American and European trans- 
port practices. “Fragile,” spelled out in 
any two languages, is symoblized by a 
cracked wine glass and “This Side Up” 
by a single wide arrowhead. 

The result of studies by cargo and 
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Swedish Air Program 
Outlined for 1957-58 


The Swedish Board of Civil Aviation 
has included in its 1957-58 budget re. 
quest an outline of a 10-year aviation 
development program, according to the 
Stockholm press, 

The program, estimated to cost 265 
million crowns, allots 155 million crowns 
for construction of a new airport to 
handle international air traffic (1 
crown = US$0.193). No mention is made 
of a location for the airport. 

New airports are proposed for Umea, 
Kiruna, and Karlstad, and expansion of 
the airports at Bromma, Torslanda, 
Bulitofta, and Visby is foreseen. Also 
planned are the construction of a 1,500- 
meter-long runway at the Jonkoping 
Airport and a .bridge connecting the 
Sundsvall-Harnosand Airport to the 
mainland. 


Specific requests for fiscal year 1957. 
58 include 1.7 million crowns for Tors- 
landa, 300,000 crowns for Bulltofta, and 
500,000 crowns for Sundsvall.—vU. §, 
Embassy, Stockholm. 





Vancouver Airport To 
Expand Facilities 


The growing importance of Vancouver 
Island in international air travel and 
the eventual use of large jet airliners, 
now on order, has necessitated construc- 
tion of new passenger terminals, larger 
hangars, new service facilities, and 
larger runways and parking aprons. 

Projects due for completion in 1956 
are a new five-story control tower with 
surveillance radar, whose foundations 
are already completed and whose steel 
construction is soon to begin; a new 
temporary passenger terminal building; 
and an enlarged apron which will hold 
up to 15 airliners. 

Other projects are contemplated for 
completion in 1957 or later, including a 
hangar for housing Bristol Britannia 
turboprop airliners; an addition to an 
existing plant to overhaul, repair, and 
test engines for the Britannias; a office 
building; and new or extended runaways. 

A new international passenger termi- 
nal is scheduled to be started in 1960 
and completed in 1962 at a cost to the 
Federal Government of C$150,000. — 
U. S. Embassy, Vancouver, B. C, 





traffic experts of IATA’s traffic handling 
and accountancy working group, the 
labels have minimum dimensions 4 
inches wide by 6 inches high. 

The new labels follow pioneering in 
this field of international standardiza- 
tion by IATA member airlines who ear- 
lier this year introduced an initial series 
of worldwide standard labels to desig- 
nate such restricted articles as poisons, 
explosives, and radioactive substances in 
air cargo shipment, 
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Priorities Set on Road 


Building in Ecuador 


Strict priorities on highway expendi- 
tures in Ecuador will be forced by 
scarcity of financial resources, Presi- 
dent Ponce said. He added that he 
favored a 15-20-year foreign loan which 
would support the overall highway pro- 
gram drawn up by the Velasco adminis- 
tration. 

The National Planning Board has 
recommended that resources be con- 
centrated on the following highways 
during the next few years: Quininde- 
Esmeraldas, Quevedo-Latacunga, Duran- 
Tambo, Santa Domingo-Chone, Quevedo- 
Empalme via Flores, Machala-Santa 
Rosa-Saracay, Loja-Cariamanga- 
Macara, Tulcan-Tufino-Maldonado, and 
Cajabamba-Pallatanga-Bucay. 

Cargo has begun to move again to 
and from the eastern jungle region on 
the Ambata-Puyo highway, using a 30- 
minute muleback haul in the Agoyan 
Falls sector. A variant or tunnel is to 
be built in that sector, where the whole 
side of a mountain caved in after heavy 
June rains. 

Traffic signs, the first of their kind 
in Ecuador, have been placed along the 
Pan American Highway from Quito 
south to Riobamba and north to Ibarra. 





Indian Airlines To Buy 


Five Viscount Planes 

Indian Airlines Corporation plans to 
buy an additional five Viscount aircraft 
as replacement for Vikings. 

These planes will be in addition to 5 
ordered in 1955. When all 10 Viscounts 
are delivered the Corporation intends 
to introduce them on all trunk, or ma- 
jor, routes. The Vikings will be sold 
through private firms. 

The Viscount order does not preclude 
the Government's plans to replace Da- 
kotas by Russian-built Ilyushin-14’s. 

Indian Airlines currently has a fleet 
of 6 Skymasters, 8 Herons, 12 Vikings, 
and 67 Dakotas. 





Pipeline Through Turkey 
Proposed by Iraq Company 


The Iraq Petroleum Company with 
the Turkish Government’s permission 
is making a preliminary reconnaissance 
survey of a pipeline route through 
Turkey. 

The preliminary survey will be used 
as a basis for further consideration of 
the pipeline project, which is part of a 
plan for long-term development of 
Iraqi oil production. 

The precise route and capacity of 
the proposed project would depend on 
the survey team’s report, but the pipe- 
line would run close to the Turkish- 
Syrian frontier and probably would use 
the Turkish port of Iskenderun, 600 
miles from Kirkuk, as an oil terminal.— 
U. S. Embassy, London. 
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Thai Airways inaugurated on August 
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The American Bureau ef Shipping 


31 a new weekly service to Singapore, —¢ABS) is attempting to induce the In- 


with departures from Bangkok on Fri- 
days and from Singapore on Saturdays, 
—U. S. Embassy, Bangkok, 





The Greek Government has set up a 
special committee in New York and one 
in London, under the respective Greek 
consulates, to invite public bids for 
chartering suitable ships to transport 
supplies bought on a f. o. b. foreign port 
basis, including purchases payable by 
procurement authorizations issued by 
the U. S. Government.—U. S. Embassy, 
Athens. 





The port of Beirut is unusually con- 
gested because of above-normal arrival 
of vessels With general cargo for dis- 
charge. The situation is due mainly to 
Lebanese traders who placed large or- 
ders for merchandise in expectation of 
interruption of normal trade caused by 
the Suez Canal crisis. Vessels awaiting 
berth have been delayed up to 4 days. 


Lebanon is now taking various meas- 
ures, such as increasing port-storage 
charges and using additional space out- 
side the port area for customs clear- 
ance, to relieve the congestion.—U. S. 
Embassy, Beirut. 





The unsurfaced roads in the French 
Cameroons maintained by the Govern- 
ment total 4,319 kilometers—785 kilo- 
meters listed as class A, 1,458 as class 
B, and 2,076 as class C. In addition, 
some 2,000 kilometers in the Northern 
Cameroons are motorable for heavy 
trucks most of the year, owing to the 
dry climate. 

In 1955, 10,000 kilometers of roads 
were listed as passable for motor vehi- 
cles.—U, S. Consulate General, Leopold- 
ville. 





Air-India International Corp. (AII), 
Bombay, signed a contract on August 
30 with the Boeing Airplane Co. of Seat- 
tle, Wash., for the supply of three model 
707 jet aircraft, the first to be delivered 
in January 1960 and the other two be- 
fore the middle of 1961. 


An AII official said that the new air- 
eraft, which will be fitted out to ac- 
commodate 140 passengers, would be 
employed primarily on the Bombay-Lon- 
don route and possibly on the Bombay- 
Tokyo route. These aircraft, with an 
average speed of 575 miles an hour, 
would cut travel time between Bombay 
and London by nearly 50 percent.— 
U. S. Consulate, General, Bombay. 


dian authorities to accept safety test- 
ing of cargo-handling gear as a unit 
with regard to all vessels calling at In- 
dian ports. This is contrary to the pro- 
visions of the Indian Dock Laborers 
Act, 1934, as amended, which stipulates 
in Schedule II that loose gear shall be 
separately tested. 

ABS certification as to the safety of 
cargo handling gear is now accepted by 
the Indian Authorities for all new ves- 
sels, defined as those on which construc- 
tion began on or after August 1, 1952, 
Since the majority of U. S. ships calling 
at Indian ports were built earlier, the 
matter of certification of cargo- 
gear still poses a problem for U. S. oper- 
ators, 


Peninsular & Orient Line, as a result 
of the Suez Canal problem, has diverted 
most of its ships around the Cape of 
Good Hope and some will also skip 
Colombo. 

The line has announced a 20-percent 
surcharge on passenger fares on sched- 
ules routed via the Cape. 

Ships of the Bibby & Brocklebank 
Lines will round the Cape but will con- 
tinue to call at Colombo. 

The Sitmar liner Fairsea also was 
diverted via the Cape but was not to 
call at Colombo.—U. S. Embassy, Co- 
lombo, 





Return of the Ecuadoran National 
Railways to private enterprise has been 
advocated by President Ponce. 

The President suggested that the Gov- 
ernment might retain a stock interest 
in the company but that a high per- 
centage of the shares would be placed 
in the hands of Ecuadoran and foreign 
investors.—U. S. Embassy, Quito. 





Highway construction in Guatemala 
proceeded at a rapid pace in August, 
aided by unseasonal dry weather, Thir- 
teen bridges were bought for the high- 
ways, the contracts going to an Amer- 
ican firm on the basis of sealed bids. 
A Mexican and a Guatemalan firm ap- 
peared low bidders on, construction of 
the Salvadoran and Mexican ends, re- 
spectively, of the Pacific Highway.— 
U. S. Embassy, Guatemala. 





Lloyd Aereo Colombiano and Vickers 
Armstrong, Ltd., of London have signed 
a contract under which Lloyd is to re- 
ceive delivery of three Vickers Viscount 
passenger aircraft between July and — 
December 1957, a Lloyd official has re- 
ported.—U. S. Embasy, Bogota. 
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were included in the latest liberaliza- 
tion lists. 

In February, a new foreign invest- 
ment law was passed and implemented. 
Unlimited transfer of earnings and 
liquidated capital is now accorded to 
enterprises determined by the Treasury 
Minister to be productive. Other for- 
eign investments, even those under the 
previous 1948 law, enjoy the right of 
8-percent transfer of earnings, as against 
6 percent, and transfer of capita] disin- 
vestment proceeds in 2 years, as against 
4 previously. Moreover, the whole invest- 
ment, not just half, may.now be made 
with capital in the form of machinery. 


Netherlands 


U. S. exports to the Netherlands in 
the first half of 1956 were valued at 
$263.2 million, up 14 percent from the 
corresponding period of 1955. U. S. im- 
ports from the Netherlands were valued 
at $80.9 million, a 20-percent increase. 


The Netherlands imported about 14 
percent of its total import requirements 
from the United States in the first 4 
months of 1956, while exports to the 
U. S. represented about 6.5 percent of 
total exports, virtually the same as in 
1955. 


U. S. Exports Increase 


The commodity pattern in U. S.-Neth- 
erlands trade has remained relatively 
constant, with some significant excep- 
tions. U. S. exports of coal, grains, feed- 
stuffs, and fats and oils have increased 
considerably, owing to a general coal 
shortage in Europe, poor harvests in 
traditional Netherlands supplier coun- 
tries, and restoration of private trade 
in fats and oils. 

On the import side, Netherlands hams 
are regaining some of the losses sus- 
tained in 1955, and sales to the United 
States of tin, ships, and boats, have 
increased considerably. 

U. S. exports to the Netherlands may 
well run 15 percent higher than in 1955. 
The Netherlands economy is continuing 
to expand—production is running about 
7 percent higher than in 1955—and de- 
mand for VU. S. grains and feedstuffs, 
coal, and a wide variety of other com- 
modities is continuing strong. 


German Chemicals, Machinery Strong 


The only important change in the 
U. S. competitive position is the strong 
emergence of Germany in the chemical 
and machinery field. U. S. exports in 
these fields may decline somewhat, ex- 
cept for specialties. 

The Netherlands gross national prod- 
uct is expected to increase by about 3 
percent over 1955. In the early months 
of 1956, gold and dollar reserves re- 
mained quite constant, and totaled $1.3 
billion at the end of June. Reserves are 
ample enough not to give cause for con- 
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cern in Netherlands Government circles. 

Most dollar imports can enter the 
Netherlands without quota restrictions, 
and the few items under quota are being 
liberally licensed. 

Some inflationary pressures are evi- 
dent in the Netherlands, caused partly 
by greater consumer demand due to new 
wage increases. Government steps taken 
recently, such as stiffer down payments 
for installment purchases and indirect 
meusures to increase bank interest rates, 
seem to have lessened the inflationary 
pressures. The cost-of-living index re- 
mains practically unchanged from 1955. 

Interest in U. S. investment has be- 
come somewhat more selective, avith the 
emphasis on industries which are not 
yet represented in the Netherlands. 
However, no applications for investment 
licenses are known to have been re- 
fused on the grounds that the appli- 
cant’s business is competitive with ex- 
isting Netherlands enterprises. 


* 
Spain 

U. S. exports to Spain totaled $123.7 
million in the first 6. months of 1956— 
64 percent higher than shipments in the 
same period in 1955—owing largely to 
increased raw cotton and machinery ex- 
ports. Imports from Spain in the same 
period totaled $40.8 million, up 31 per- 
cent over the same period in 1955. There 
have been no significant changes in the 
pattern of commodity exchanges be- 
tween Spain and the United States. 

In the past 2 years the United States 
has supplied about 18 percent of Span- 
ish imports and has taken 10 percent 
of Spanish exports. 


Exchange Shortage Critical 


U. S. exports to Spain are not ex- 
pected to increase in the next year be- 
cause of Spain's critical shortage of for- 
eign exchange. This shortage is even 
more acute now for two pfincipal rea- 
sons. The disastrous freeze of last Feb- 
ruary destroyed almost half of Spain’s 
citrus crop—normally its number one 
foreign-exchange earner in European 
markets. This puts an added strain on 
Spain’s dollar resources, already short 
because of an extremely poor olive oil 
crop in the 1955-56 season. Damage to 
the citrus trees is expected to resulg 
in very short crops in 1956 and 1957, 
Consequently, no significant changes in 
the Spanish licensing and exchange con- 
trols are anticipated in the immediate 
future. 

Although large amounts of dollars are 
being spent by the United States under 
the base-building program, direct ex- 
penditures in Spain are quite small be- 
cause Spain cannot supply much of the 
equipment or material needed. For ex- 
ample, the United States is building a 
$30-million pipeline in Spain. The Span- 
ish Government furnished the right-of- 
way, but the crews laying the pipeline 
are mostly Americans, and the steel 
pipe, tanks, fittings, etc., were purchased 
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outside of Spain. Dollar expenditures in 
Spain on this project are therefore at @ 
minimum. 

Prospects are favorable for a contin. 
uing increase in industrial production, 
largely because of increased supplies of 
electric power. In agriculture, algo, 
weather permitting, increased produc. 
tion may be expected. However, the ef. 
fects of the freeze on the citrus and nut 
crops are expected to be felt for years 
to come. Olive trees suffered*also, but 
not to the same extent. 

At the end of May 1956, ICA aid pro 
gram allotmerts to Spain had totaled 
$219 million, and reported arrivals of 
shipments totaled $131 million. Publie 
Law 480 agreements have been con- 
cluded with Spain. 


Sweden 


Sweden's current economic outlook is 
relatively good. Production in most in- 
dustries is at a high level, prices have 
remained relatively stable, there has 
been moderate improvement in Sweden's 
external trade balance, labor market 
conditions are closer to equilibrium, and 
crop prospects are good. Nevertheless, 
continued full employment, high and 
rising incomes, and the pressure of in- 
vestment and consumption still subject 
Sweden's economy to inflationary pres- 
sure. 

The inflationary control policies 
adopted by the Government in the form 
of tax measures and credit restrictions 
have not succeeded fully in neutralizing 
these pressures. The credit restric- 
tions, applied on the basis of a volun- 
tary arrangement between the Riks- 
bank and the commercial banks, have 
been made successively tighter. There 
is now no indication that further re- 
strictions will be applied, or that any 
modification of current monetary and 
credit policies will be made. 

Sweden’s gold and dollar holdings 
have been relatively well maintained in 
the first part of 1956. At the end of 
March they totaled 2,401 million crowns 
($463,393,000) as compared with 2,298 
million crowns ($443,514,000) at the end 
of December 1955. 


U. S. Coal Exports Up 


U. S. exports to Sweden totaled $69 
million in January-May 1956, little 
change from the like period in 1955. 
U. S. imports from Sweden reached 
$39.2 million, up 41 percent. The United 
States supplies 10.8 percent of Sweden's 
imports, ranking third after Germany 
and the United Kingdom, and accounts 
for 5.6 percent of total exports. Swe- 
den’s share of United States import- 
export trade is less than 1 percent. 

Woodpulp is the leading U. S. import 
from Sweden, although its volume and 
value have declined in recent years, and 
iron ore, iron and steel, machinery of 
various kinds, and wallboard products 
are also important, 

Leading U. S. exports to Sweden re- 
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main tobacco, cotton, iron and steel, 
machinery, and automobiles. High Po- 
Jish coal prices and a drop in U. K. coal 
exports have led to a sharp rise in UV, S. 
coal shipments. Sweden’s extensive lib- 
eralization of dollar imports, as of July 
1, 1956, covers over 80 percent of pri- 


vate import trade with the United 
States. This liberalization and the lib- 
eral licensing policy have facilitated in- 
creased U. S. shipments of such items 
as canned fruits, home freezer units, 
and automobiles and automobile parts 
for assembly. 

Although a new foreign company law 
went into effect on January 1, 1956, 
there appears to have been no marked 
change in the Government’s attitude 
toward foreign investments. Applica- 
tions of foreign investors to establish 
business operations in Sweden are ex- 
amined and decided’ individually. Dol- 
lar saving and dollar earning invest- 
ments continue to receive the most 
careful and considerate attention. 


‘United Kingdom 


Should the sterling area’s gold and 
dollar reserves continue to fall at the 
same rate as they did in August, over 
$4 million a day, then the United King- 
dom’s financial situation would become 
critical. After rising steadily for the pre- 
vious 7 months, they dropped by $129 
million to $2,276 million, $156 million 
above the low-tide mark reached in De- 
cember 1955, and close to the $2-billion 
safety margin. But August is traditional- 
ly a bad time for the reserves, so this 
poor showing is considered temporary 
and, while serious, does not overshadow 
the improvement in Britain’s overall 
balance of payments in the first half of 
this year and the progress made in 
checking inflation at home. 

However, the need for a substantial 
improvement in the reserves is urgent in 
view of Britain’s annual payment of 
nearly $200 million on the postwar U. S. 
and Canadian loans falling due in De- 
cember, 


Inflation Still a Threat 


Although antiinflationary fiscal and 
monetary measures appear to be, taking 
hold, excess demand has not yet been 
brought under control. Moreover, wide- 
spread labor troubles, particularly in 
the steel, automobile, and shipbuilding 
industries, pose a threat to production 
while wage demands are expected to 
raise costs and prices further. 

e impact of inflation is reflected in 
Britain’s still rising import bill which 
for the first 7 months of this year was 
over £58 million higher than for the 
correspaqnding period in 1955. Nor does 
the prospect of higher costs and higher 
prices bode well for British exports, al- 
ready pressed by German, Japanese, and 
U. S. competition. However, January- 
July saw an increase of over £265 million 
in British exports, The narrowing of the 
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trade gap thus provides one of the 
brighter spots in the economic situation. 


U. S. Principal Supplier 


In the first 7 months of 1956, more of 
Britain’s imports came from the United 
States than any other country. Although 
they dropped about 5 percent in this 
time, they totaled more than $628 mil- 
lion and the United Kingdom continued 
to be one of our best customers. 


As before, imports were made up 
mainly of basic food and feedstuffs, 
coal, raw materials, and machinery. 
With some decline predicted in indus- 
trial activity, there may be less demand, 
particularly for U. S. coal, iron and 
steel, and nonferrous metals; the textile 
slump leaves the cotton market un- 
certain, while prospects for a poor har- 
vest may mean somewhat increased 
imports of U. S. grains. 


British exports continue to do espe- 
cially well in the U. S. market, running 
at $374 million for the first 7 months 
of 1955, nearly 40 percent higher than 
for the corresponding period last year. 
Scotch whisky and automobiles remain 
the leading dollar earners and account 
for a large part of the rise; other tra- 
ditional exports such as woolens were 
on the upswing and there also were in- 
creased shipments of both electric and 
other types of machinery. , 


The current setback in the United 
Kingdom’s external finances can be ex- 
pected to delay further any additional 
liberalization of controls on dollar im- 
ports, but its market meanwhile remains 
open to West Coast softwood and wood- 
pulp, and the canned salmon quota has 
been renewed, Also the arrangements 
made with the British under the agri- 
cultural surplus disposal program will 
continue to proyide a means of financing 


exports of fresh, dried, and cannéd— 


deciduous and citrus fruit. 


Prospective U. S. investors whose 
projects are not considered of prime 
importance by the British authorities 
may find it easier to obtain official ap- 
proval if they locate in Northern Ire- 
land in view of the current drive to at- 
tract industry to that part of the United 


Kingdom. 
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tion is expected to improve. The U. S. 
share of total Chilean imports dropped 
from over 50 percent in 1952-53 to about 
42 percent in 1954-55. While this in part 
reflects a return to the traditional trade 
pattern of before World Wh II, it has 
also been induced by a highly restrictive 
import system which tended to discour- 
age imports from the dollar area. Hence, 
one of the greatest stimuli to U. S. 
exports this year should result from 
measures which the Chilean Govern- 
ment undertook in April (see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, May 14, 1956, p. 8) 
which reduced these restrictions consid- 


erably and made dollar exchange freely 
available for permitted imports. 

In the first half of 1956, U. S. ex- 
ports to Chilé rose to $58.3 million, a 
35.6-percent increase over the like pe- 
riod in 1955. At the same time, Chilean 
exports to the United States, principal- 
ly copper, increased to $118.1 million, 
up 19.7 percent. With the prospects of 
larger exchange income, Chile expects 
to increase its imports during 1956, par- 
ticularly of industrial goods, such as 
machinery, tools, metals and metal 
products, professional and scientific in- 
‘Struments, chemicals, and transport 
equipment. Thus as a result of an ex- 
panding market for imports and a 
greater U. S. share in that market, U. S. 
imports from Chile are expected to reg- 
ister another increase in 1956. 


Chile is undergoing a period of re- 
adjustment as a result of strong eco- 
nomic measures taken by the Govern- 
ment to curb inflation. Prices have con- 
tinued to climb, but at a much slower 
rate. For the first 7 ths of 1956 the 
cost of living increased by 16.7 percent 
as compared with 45.6 percent for the 
like 1955 period. The tight Government 
money policy designed to curb credit 
expansion is beginning to pinch and in- 


/ creasing complaints are heard that it 


is hampering industrial and commercial 
expansion. Retail sales are down some- 
what from the preceding year and some 
factories, particularly in the textile in- _ 
dustry, report sharply reduced sales. 
The construction industry has also cur- 
tailed activities. 


Trade Restrictions Relaxed 


After the successful. passage of the 
wage and price control law,.the Gov- 
ernment in April issued a decree which 
in effect considerably lessened restric- 
tions on foreign trade and established 
a free system of exchange (see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, May 14, 1956, p. 8). 
This was followed recently by another 
decree—No. 859 of gust 17, 1956— 
which broadened the list of goods per- 
mitted importation to Chile, 


The Government recently passed the 
Nitrate Referendum Bill which in con- 
junction with the Foreign Investment 
Statute of 1954 and the new copper law 
of 1955 have improved considerably the 
climate for investment in Chile. Other 
major planks in the economic stabiliza- 
tion program are the bills recently in- 
troduced to reorganize the public ad- 
ministration and to reduce expenditures. 


While there is concern over the re- 
cent decline in the price of copper, 
Chile’s principal source of exchange 
earnings, more recent firming of coppen 
prices plus increased output suggest 
that total exchange earnings in 1956 
will exceed those of 1955. 

While it is yet too early to appraise 
fully the success of the program, im- 
provement in domestic economic con- 
ditions is indicated. 

(Continued on page 30) 
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Colombia 


The dollar value of U. S. exports to 
* Colombia in the first 6 months of 1956 
increased to $181 million compared with 
$165 million in January-June 1955. U.S. 
imports from Colombia rose to $222 
million from $190 million, not including 


the gold imported. Colombia continued 


to import large quantities of manufac- 
tured and capital goods. However, in 
view~ of its sizable commercial pay- 
ments backlog and measures taken to 
reduce imports, an increase in U. S. ex- 
ports to Colombia is unlikely although 
the United States should remain its 
major‘ supplier—in 1955, the U. S. sup- 
plied 63 percent of Colombia’s imports 
and purchased 76 percent of its exports. 

Despite the rise in coffee prices, heavy 
coffee shipments, and the adoption of 
measures to restrict imports to essen- 
tial commodities, commercial arrearages 
as of the end of June were estimated 
at $240 million. 

Measures introduced to clear up the 
backlog provide for: (1) Payment at 
the official rate of exchange (2.50 pesos 
to the dollar) for exchange registration 
made prior to June 30 for commodities 
remaining in the preferential and group 
I import categories and for registrations 
after July 1 in the official exchange 
categories; and (2) payment of ex- 
change registrations up to June 30 for 
commodities transferred to the free- 
exchange import categories with 50 
percent at the official rate and 50 per- 
cent with free-market exchange. The 
latter measure is optional on all regis- 
trations before June 30. 

On September 1 all banking institu- 
tions and registered stock market deal- 
ers were limited by Government decree 
to buying and selling of free exchange 
at 4.50 pesos and 4.52 pesos, respective- 
ly, to the dollar. 

On July 19 gold and dollar exchange 
of the Central Bank amounted to $151.8 
million as compared with $145 million 
in January 1956. 


Industrial Expansion Advances 


Colombian business and industry have 
remained active. Prices have risen fur- 
ther and money is still tight with de- 
mand for loans exceeding available 
funds. Industry accounts for approxi- 
mately 20 percent of the gross national 
product, evidencing one of the highest 
rates of industrial development in Latin 
America. At the end of 1955 U. S. di- 
rect investments in Colombia totaled 
$272 million as compared with $260 
million in 1954. 

Development programs directed to- 
ward improved agricultural production, 
better highway systems, and increased 
electric power facilities are proceeding 
slowly. Several motor companies have 
entered into agreements with the Gov- 
ernment to establish automobile as- 
sembly plants and serious consideration 
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is being given to expanding the Paz del 
Rio steel plant. It is expected that when 
the Cartegena oil refinery is completed, 
Colombia will be able to reduce appreci- 
ably petroleum product imports, 


Cuba 


Economic conditions in Cuba were at 
a record high level in mid-1956. Sugar 
exports were well ahead of those in the 
preceding year and prices were satis- 
factory. The boom in the construction 
industry continued, and a markedly up- 
ward trend in private investments from 
the United States was indicated. 


The U. S.-Cuban trade pattern did 


not change significantly in the past year. 
U. S. exports to Cuba rose in the first 
6 months of 1956 to $249 million, a 
10-percent increase over the 1955 pe- 
riod; U. S. imports from Cuba rose to 
$261 million, or 18 percent. The United 
States purchased 68 percent of Cuba’s 
total exports in the first quarter of 
1956 and supplied 71 percent of its 
total imports. U. S. exports to Cuba are 
expected to increase modestly in view 
of that country’s improved sugar ex- 
port earnings: 

The Cuban gross national product, 
on a seasonally adjusted basis, was 
estimated to be running at an annual 
rate of $2,400 million at mid-1956. 
Allowing for population growth and 
changes in price levels, it is possible 
that Cuba’s per capita real income will 
attain a record high for the year. 

Cuba’s official international reserves 
amounted to some $574 million as of 
June 30, 1956, a 10-percent increase 
over the same date of 1955. Dollar im- 
ports continued basically to be free of 
licensing and exchange controls. Credit 
was generally easy and collections were 
satisfactory. 


National Budget in Balance 


The national budget. for fiscal year 
1955-56 was announced to be in bal- 
ance, a departure from the deficit bud- 
get policy which had been used by the 
Cuban Government as a counterdefla- 
tionary measure since the Cuban eco- 
nomic cycle turned downward in early 
1952 when the Korean War sugar boom 
collapsed. The fiscal 1956-57 budget 
calls for a balanced operation at $330 
million, a moderate increase over the 
$313-million budget originally approved 
for the preceding fiscal year. 

The United States has a limited tech- 
nical aid program in Cuba, the total 
ICA budget in fiscal year 1956 amount- 
ing to some $550,000 for assistance in 
agriculture, industry, mining, geological 
research, education, public administra- 
tion, and transportation. 


Foreign Investment Policy Improves 


Cuba now has no long-range develop- 
ment plan. The economic and social de- 
velopment plan which provided for the 
expenditure of $350 million over a 
4-year period, starting in 1954, is ac- 
tually a large-scale public works pro- 


——e 


gram which has been utilized largely tg 
bolster the economy during the dead 
season in the sugar industry and at 
other periods of economic inactivity, 
Recent official statements indicate that 
the emphasis in public investment under 


the development plan may be shifted. 


from public works to projects tending 
more to the promotion of production. 

The only significant change in the 
climate for U. S. investment in Cuba 
has been an amelioration of the ex. 
tremely pro-labor stand formerly taken 
by the Cuban Government in labor. 
management disputes and the adoption 
of a somewhat more sympathetic atti- 
tude toward the needs and problems of 
management, This improvement has un- 
doubtedly contributed to the moderate 
but steady flow of U. S. investments 
which have entered Cuba in the past 
year, particularly in the fields of pe. 
troleum and mineral ores. 


o 
Mexico 

U. S. trade with Mexico in January- 
June 1956 was vauled at $635.6 million, 
$411.3 million representing exports— 
excluding special category exports—and 
$224.3 million, imports. Exports in- 
creased 24.7 percent and imports de- 
creased 18 percent from January- 
June 1955. 

U. S. exports to Mexico are expected 
to increase in 1957 because, in addition 
to the advantages of proximity, Mex- 
ico’s financial situation is stable, its 
agriculture, industry, and commerce are 
prospering, and manufacturing and con- 
struction have almost reached a boom 
Stage. In addition, the Government is 
speeding up many public works projects 
in order to complete them before the 
present administration ends. Except 
for 2 years—1947 and ,1952—in the last 
10, U. S. exports to Mexico have in- 
creased each year; 1954 and 1955 in- 
creases Were 23.74 and 21.98 percent, 
respectively. 


Barter Trading Practiced 


On the other hand, Mexico is serious- 
ly attempting to diversify its geographi- 
cal foreign trade pattern in order to 
dispose of surplus commodities, and has 
traded with some 13 countries in the 
first 7 months of 1956 through barter 
arrangements. 


Exchange Reserves Down 


Although barter arrangements may 
tend to reduce the proportion of Mexi- 
co’s imports from the U. S., the actual 
value of such imports should increase 
since Mexico needs much capital ahd 
other goods to carry out its extensive 
agricultural, _industrial, and _ public 
works programs and since the economy 
can apparently S:1pport such imports. 

Mexico’s gross national product is es- 
timated at 96 billion pesos for 1956 as 
compared with 84 billion in 1955 and 66 
billion in 1954. National income also 
increased, from 75 billion pesos in 1955 
to an estimated 87 billion in 1956, An- 
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other healthy factor is the leveling off 
of the money supply in recent months. 
At the same time, there has been some 
decline in prices and cost of living, al- 
though wages have trended upward. 

Mexico’s balance-of-payments position 
deteroriated in May and June,, owing 
Jargely to seasonal factors. As a re- 
sult, for the first 6 months of 1956 the 
country recorded a $22-million loss in 
foreign-exchange reserves, compared 
with a $33-million gain in the compar- 
able period of 1955. Indications are 
that the country’s foreign-trade posi- 
tion improved subsequently, as cotton 
moved into export, tourist receipts in- 
creased, and the balance-of-payments 
position was strengthened. 

This general improvement is reflected 
in the increase in foreign-exchange re- 
serves which at the end of August weré 
reported at $410 million, the same as 
at the end of 1955, after falling rather 
sharply in June and July. Government 
revenues exceeded expenditures in 1955 
for the first time since 1951, and at the 
end of June 1956 receipts were running 
nearly 15 percent over budget estimates. 


Peru 


Indications are that Peru’s foreign 
trade in 1956 will be substantially above 
the record volume of $571.2 million in 
1955 and that the United States will 
continue to hold its share of this rap- 
idly growing market. At mid-year total 
U. S. trade with Peru stood at $141 mil- 
lion, up 43 percent over the same period 
in 1955. Peruvian imports from the 
United States increased to $73.5 million 
as compared with $51.3 million for the 
like period of 1955, while Peru's ex- 
ports to the United States rose to $67.5 
million as compared with $47 million. 

While Peru is a smal] market in terms 
of overall U. S. trade, it is growing and 
is relatively free of exchange and im- 
port restrictions. With a rapidly de- 
veloping and expanding economy, which 
is relatively unfetterd, increased ex- 
change availability, and a rapidly grow- 
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ing population, prospects are that Peru 
will be an expanding market for U, S, 
imports. 

Record Production Seen 


The economy climbed toward new 
highs in the first 7 months of 1956, and 
it appears that despite droughts, labor 
strikes, and elections in the first half 
of the year, the country will close the 
year-with a new record level of produc- 
tion. Gross national product has con- 
tinued to expand over the estimated 
26,220 million soles (US$1.3 billion) in 
1955. 

In agriculture, prospects appear fa- 
vorable for cotton and sugar, Peru’s 
two principal export crops. Estimates 
for the cotton crop, which accounts for 
approximately 25 percent of Peru’s 
earnings from exports, are only slightly 
below 1955, the country’s second best 
year. Sugar production, which accounts 
for approximately 15 per cent of for- 
eign-exchange earnings from exports, is 
expected to exceed last year’s record 
level. Recent firmness in prices, plus a 
steady world demand, are additional 
reasons for continued optimism. 

The brightest picture is in the mineral 
sector, which accounted for approxi- 
mately 38 percent of Peru’s earnings 
from exports and which enjoyed a ban- 
ner year in 1955. Mineral production 
has continued to soar, and exports in 
the first half of 1956 are provisionally 
estimated at $64 million, a 20-percent 
increase over the same period in 1955. 

Petroleum, which accounts for an- 
other 8 percent of Peru’s export earn- 
ings, also continued to expand and pros- 
pects are that crude production this 
year will be the greatest on record. 
However, with increasing domestic re- 
quirements, exports of crude are not 
expected to increase significantly, Indi- 
cators of industrial activity point to a 
relatively high level of activity. 


Inflation Threatens 

Nevertheless, a number of problems 
face the Government that came into 
power in July, mainly the growing 
symptoms of inflation. While the Gov- 
ernment managed to close its budget 
for the last year with a small surplus, 
continued expansion of commercial and 
central bank credit and a number of 
large wage and salary increases have 
been among the principal causes of in- 
flation. Peru's growing foreign indebt- 
edness has increased its foreign debt 
service, resulting in a further drain on 
its limited exchange reserves. 

Another closely related problem is 
the growing imbalance in Peru’s foreign 
trade. While exports and imports con- 
tinued to rise to record levels in the 
first 6 months of 1956, exports were 
valued at $144.1 million and imports at 
$166.6 million, leaving an adverse bal- 
ance of $22.5 million, as compared with 
a total deficit of $29.4 million in all of 
1955 and a deficit of only $2.1 million in 
1954. 

While part of the increase in imports 


is due to increases in the inflow of capi- 
tal goods not requiring an immediate 
outlay of foreign exchange, it should be 
noted that Peru’s gold and 
exchange reserves fell from $28.5 mil- 
lion on January 1, 1955, to $25.6 on 
January 1, 1956, and to $24.3 in June 
1956. 


Venezuela 


U. S. exports to Venezuela in the first 
6 months of 1956 increased to $311 mil- 
lion, compared with $262 million in the 
corresponding period of 1955. Imports 
were valued at $333 million compared 
with $288 million. The U. S. share of 
Venezuela’s imports declined slightly, 
from 59 percent to 57 percent, but still 
left the United States as the preponder- 
ant supplier. U. S. exports to Venezuela 
will probably continue at a high rate, 
and there may even be some increase 
owing to the development of important 
new Venezuelan petroleum concessions, 
the first since 1945. 

At the same time, Venezuela’s efforts 
to diversify its economy by the develop- 
ment of new industries has resulted in 
the imposition of protective tariffs and 
trade restrictions in ‘several fields, such 
as textiles, powdered milk, and footwear, 
which have cut down shipments from 


_ the United States. 


Venezuela’s share of the U. S. market 
remained about the same, at 5.2 percent. 
However, the total is much greater be- 
cause of the indirect trade in petroleum 
products refined from Venezuelan crude 
in the Netherlands West Indies, Vene- 
zuelan petroleum has been in growing 
demand in the United States, especially 
in the Atlantic seaboard area where it 
is used principally as fuel oil, 


Public Works Spending High 


The Venezuelan economy was pros- 
perous, characterized by the usual large 
Government expenditures for public 
works. The Government’s credit con- 
tinued sound. Occasional payment delays 
were due to temporary fiscal problems, 
rather than inability to meet obligations 
on an overall basis. Trade continued 
brisk but highly competitive. with liberal 
extension of retail installment credit. 

The import trade was very competi- 
tive, encouraged by a hard currency 
unfettered by exchange controls. Amer- 
ican suppliers were outbid by Europeans 
in some lines both on price and credit 
terms. Japanese textiles were crowding 
the market, at the expense of those from 
the United States, as well as domestic 
products. 

U. S. direct private investment cén- 
tinued to expand rapidly, owing to a 
very favorable investment climate, es- 
pecially in the petroleum and iron ore 
mining industries, Many smaller manu- 
facturing operations have also proved 
attractive to foreign capital—mostly 
U. S.—in recent years. The new petro- 
leum concessions will add large U. S. 
investments to present holdings in that 
industry, 
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Japanese Exports of Photographic Products Argentine Hide and Skin 


Increase More Than 27 Percent in Value 


Japan's exports of photographic prod- 
ucts, except motion-picture film in 1955 
were valued at 3,148,706,000 yen (360 
yen=US$1), about 27.4 percent higher 
than 1954 exports of 2,470,616,000 yen, 
according to the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Cameras, camera parts and acces- 
sories, and mounted lenses were Japan’s 
leading export items. Still-picture cam- 
era exports totaled 234471 in 1955, 
valued at 1,680,394,000 yen, compared 
with 153,508 cameras, valued at 1,395,- 
853,000 yen’ in 1954. The Korean Re- 
public is Japan’s leading export market 
for cameras, and the United States 
ranks second, The former took 36.2 per- 
cent by value of Japan’s 1955 exports, 
while the United States share was 30.8 
percent. This compares with 59 percent 
and 16.2 percent, respectively, in 1954. 
~ Mounted lenses, including shutter, ex- 


ported in 1955 amounted to 124,943, 
valued at 368,506,000 yen and in 1954 
they totaled 84,882, valued at 323 mil- 
lion yen. The United States, Japan’s 
principal export market, purchased 96,- 
591 lenses, valued at 216,387,000 yen in 
1955, compared with 63,929 lenses, 
valued at 170,606,000 yen, in 1954, 

Sales of carema parts and accessories 
increased substantially—from 195,840,- 
000 yen in 1954 to 494,273,000 yen in 
1955, Here again, the United States was 
the principal market, having increased 
imports from 69,358,000 yen in 1954 to 
240,813,000 yen in 1955. 

Notable gains also were recorded in 
X-ray film, other photographic film, 
filters for cameras and projector parts 
and The accompanying 
table shows details of Japanese exports 
of photographic products, except mo- 
tion-picture film, in 1954 and 1955: 


accessories. 


Japanese Exports of Photographic Products, Except 
Motion-Picture Film, 1954 and 1955 


Movie cameras, not over 16 mm 

Movie cameras, over 16 mm 

Aerial and microscopic cameras . 

Cameras with lenses less than 17 cm. focal 
length, or less than 16 cm. in length, or less 
than 11 cm. in width of sensitive sur- 
face, n.e.8 . oe , ‘ 

Cameras, n.é.s. 

Mounted lenses less than 17 cm 
— 2 shutter 

Mounted lenses not less than 17 
length including shutter . 

Filters for cameras : 

Camera parts and accessories . 

Screens for halftone process 

Projectors, motion-picture, not over 16 mm 

Projectors, motion-picture, over 16 mm. 

Projectors parts and accessories 

Magic lanterns 

Object projectors 

Enlargers, photographic 

Printers, photographic 

Bellow camera obscurer for movie cameras 


focal length 


em. focal 


Bellow camera for aerial and microscopi 
cameras : ; 

Bellow camera obscurer ..... 

X-ray film ... 


Film, unexposed n.e.s. ... 
Dry plates, unexposed for photography 
Dry plates, for photography. n.e.s. 
Photoprinting paper, sensitized 
Sensitized paper, n.e.s 
Photographic motion-picture apparatus, ap- 
pliances and parts, n.e.s. ..... 
Total . a 
Kilograms. 





Source: Annual return of foreign trade of 


New Type Marine Radar Unit 
Developed in Great Britain 


A new type of marine radar, type 14, 
featuring a slotted waveguide radiator 
scanner instead of a conventional re- 
flector has been introduced in the United 
Kingdom at a basic price of £1,195 
(1£=$280) by Kelvin & Hughes— 
Marine—according to the British press. 
The system is said to have the advan- 
tage of reduced wind resistance and 
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Japan, Ministry of Finance 


1954 1955 

1000 1000 

Number Yen Nnmber Yen 
204 1.137 15 356 
‘ 26,900 2,655 
17 1,363 48 376 
150, 369 1,342,247 226.302 1,647,545 
2,631 52,243 8,121 32,473 
79,795 283,100 112,308 351,333 
5.087 398.900 12.135 16 668 
69,815 21.883 170,592 48,927 
, 195,840 494,278 
126 2.092 527 3.048 
312 3.401 1,564 11,508 
36 8,703 46 8.741 
21,963 48,758 
3.502 21.754 9,423 44.122 
301 3.970 272 2.357 
2,055 23,769 2.334 23.976 
254 1,444 461 5,838 
14 249 21 452 
127 591 33 633 
1,383 14,346 789 10,146 
85. 296 100,512 
119.73 139,631 
1,875 27 
1.728 83K 
1268, 618 183,272 1155.67 102,247 
4,526 560 17,912 2,252 
36.598 47.309 
2,470,616 3,148,706 





r 


weight with greatly improved electrical 
characteristics. It is hoped to supply this 
unit for use in a wide variety of ships, 
especially fishing and small coastal 
vessels where low costs and small bulk 
are important.—U. S. Embassy, London, 


United Kingdom's butter imports in 
the first 7 months of 1956 totaled 495 
million peunds, as compared with 461 
million pounds imported in the like pe- 
riod last year, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 


Output Up 10-15 Percent 


Argentina produced an estimated § 
million cattle hides and calfskins in the 
first half of 1956, a 10- to 15-percent 
increase over the 1955 level. Members 
of the trade attribute the higher hide 
and skin output to increased slaughter 
for meat exports. 

Exports in January-June 1956 totaled 
4.5 million cattle hides and calfskins, 
compared with 3.5 million in the cor. 
responding period of 1955. The Nether. 
lands was the principal foreign market 
for Argentine cattle hides and calfskins, 
purchasing 1,053,870 units. It is believed, 
however, that a majority of these were 
transshipped to the Soviet bloc. Other 
important shipments of cattle hides and 
calfskins were as follows: U. S. S. R, 
653,782; West Germany, 555,778; Italy, 
457,185; Poland, 264,460; Hungary, 199,- 
718; Rumania, 143,340; Yugoslavia, 118,- 


403; the United Kingdom, 116,729; 
Czechoslovakia, 108,939; the United 
States, 66,880. 

Sheepskin production in the first 6 


months of 1956 was estimated at 4- 
million skins, a 10-percent drop from 
the 1955 estimate, said to be the result 
of better prices for wool than for meat. 
Dry sheepskin exports in the first half 
of 1956 nearly doubled those of the 
corresponding period of 1955—31,282 
bales, of 440 kilograms, as against 
17,245 bales. France, by far the leading 
foreign market, purchased 21,374 bales. 
Less important purchasers were Bel- 
gium, 2,573 bales; the United Kingdom, 
2,406 bales; and the United States, 1,437 
bales. 

Nearly all the horsehides produced in 
Argentina are exported, with shipments 
for the first half of 1956 totaling 
168,500 hides, compared with exports of 
194,500 hides for the entire year 1955. 
Japan is the principal buyer of Argen- 
tine horsehides.—U. S. Embassy, Buenos 
Aires, 

U.S. Coal Exports Reach 
Highest Peak Since 1947 

Overseas shipments of U. S. coal 
through U. S. ports in August 1956, 
amounting to 5,172,172 net tons, were 
the highest since August 1947 when 
5,643,086 tons were shipped, July 1956 
shipments totaled 4,503,997 tons, 

In August 1955, only 3,728,763 tons 
were exported. 

Shipments through coal loading fa- 
cilities of the Hampton Roads area in 
August 1956 amounted to 4,246,372 net 
tons, compared with 2,584,614 tons in 
August 1947. 


Of the total August shipments, 
4,444 864 tons went to Europe. 
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World Rubber Output, 


Consumption Increase 


World production of natural rubber 
fotaled 180,000. long tons 
1956, compared with 167,500 tons in 
August a year ago, the Business 
and Defense Services Administration, 
U. S.-Department of Commerce, reports. 


This amount brought output in the 
first 8 months of this year to 1,179,500 
tons, the same total reached in the first 
8 months of 1955. 

World consumption of natural rubber 
was placed at 137,500 tons in August 
1956, up slightly from the 132,500 tons 
recorded in August a year ago. In the 
first 8 months of 1956, consumption was 
1,237,500 tons, up 20,000 tons from the 
1,217,500 tons posted in the like period 
of 1955. Estimated imports into Russia 
and China, included in these figures, 
totaled 4,875 tons in August 1956, 2,600 
tons in August 1955, 123;275 tons in 
January-August 1956, and 33,425 tons 
in January-August 1955. 

Synthetic rubber production for Au- 
gust 1956, excluding iron-curtain coun- 
tries, was estima‘ed at 97,500 tons, and 
consumption at 90,000 tons. In August 
1955, output was 92,766 tons and con- 
sumption, &/,500 tons. In January-Au- 
gust 1956, production totaled 810,000 
tons, and consumption, 737,500 tons, 
while in the like period of 1955, the 
figures were 689,417 tons, and 677,500 
tons, respectively. 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber amounted to 1,975,000 
tons in the first 8 months of 1956, as 
against 1,895,000 tons in the first 8 
months of 1955. Consumption in the 
United States declined 4.7 percent— 
from 1,005,594 tons to 958,109 tons, 
while foreign consumption, excluding 
Russia and China, increased 4.4 per- 
cent-—-from 856,000 tons to 893,600 tons. 


Asbestos Factory Project 
Under Way in W. Pakistan 


The Pakistan Industrial Development 
Corp. has announced its plans for con- 
struction of an asbestos factory in the 
vicinity of the Zeal-Pak cement factory 
at Hyderabad, West Pakistan. 

Work on the project was expected to 
begin in October and to be completed 
in 2 years; the total cost is estimated 
at 2.5 million rupees, or $525,000. The 
plant will have a daily capacity of 20 
tons of asbestos sheets. 

Austrian production of -adio receivers 
rose from 218,000 units in 1954 to 225,- 
000 in 1955 artd radio tubes from 1,846,- 
600 to 2,481,000 units. About 30 tele- 
vision receivers were being produced 
each day in late 1955. 

The leading manufacturer of radio and 
television receivers—Horny, A G Philips 


controlled—opened a new factory in 
1955, 
October 22, 1956 


in August ° 


’ than special cameras, 
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German Production of Photographic Items Up 


Production of photographic, projec- 
tion, and motion-picture equipment by 
the Federal Republic of Germany in 
the first quarter of 1956 totaled 135,- 
465,000 German marks, an increase of 
more than 60 and 16.2 percent, respec- 
tively, over the first quarter of 1954 
and 1955, the Business and Defense 
Services Adcministration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce reports. 

Still-picture camera production, other 
is West .Ger- 


many’s. key production item. In the 


first quarter of 1956, production of this 
group of cameras totaled 760,345, 
valued at 63,471,000 marks, compared 
with 737,404 cameras, valued at 57,- 
083,000 marks for the like period of 
1955. This amount constitutes the 
highest first-quarter production (1 Ger- 
man mark =US$0.238). 

The accompanying table shows de- 
tails of West Germany’s production of 
photographic, projection, and motion- 
picture equipment in the first quarter 
of 1955 and 1956: 


West German Production of Photographic, Projection, and 
Motion-Picture Equipment in First 











Quarter of 1955 and 1956 + 
1955 1956 
1000 
Number Marks Number Marks 
Lenses for photographic and 
projection equipment . MEE: 748,000 14,338 ,000 16,746 
Technical and scientific CAMETAS ccc. eee 4 942 1,188 884 
Other - stibl-picture  CRMICTAD ..ice..-cosses-cceseresrcesecserenssessesnsves : 57,083 760,345 63,471 
Camera bodies without lenses ..... caliivesonssiadall , 1,770 10,419 2,087 
Photographic auxiliary and supplementar y 
apparatus ..... e atte 1,640 376,744 2,635 
Photographic duplicating apparatus. PS os Slade RSS .208 1,683 5,200 2,019 
Slide projectors and ViEwWePS ..o.........cccccccesnevenccesrescseceseeee .89: 2,638 30,013 865 
Enlargers, reducers and OE IE ERNE a | ; 1,704 9,787 2,066 
SE mamma. TOO isn css deil cli hinecesisbchtesovecsessccsesscoreorvenseres 2,303 505 3,239 
16 mm. and 8 mm. projectors - ; aia 1,344 11,044 1,727 
All other photographic and motion-p cture 
equipment, accessories, ANd BUPPLIES 2... eereeeeenene 405 sie 37,716 
aS ae ERS a See LN UNI soe 115, BE: 


oe 


Source: Die Industrie der Bundes Republik Deutschland, Tiel 3 





Spanish Citrus Fruit 
Yield at Record Low 


Spain’s 1956-57 citrus-fruit production 
is estimated af about 450,000 metric 
tons, compared with a record production 
of about 1.6 million metric tons for the 
1955-56 season, which was half har- 
vested when February freezes occurred 
and damaged almost all unharvested 
fruit. 

Total citrus exports for the 1955-56 
season are estimated at 658,230 metric 
tons. An additional 600,000 metric tons 
of probable exports were lost as a re- 
sult of the February freezes. 


Exports for the 1956-57 season are 
estimated at no more than 350,000 
metric tons, which will reduce Spain’s 
foreign-exchange earnings substantially. 

The foreign-exchange loss in citrus 
alone in the 1955-56 season amounted 
to about $40 million. Most of Spain's 
1956-57 citrus crop will be exported as 
fresh fruit because high prices prob- 
ably will cut down citrus byproducts 
and domestic consumption, 


The shortage of Spanish oranges may 
change the Western European citrus by- 
product market. European bottlers, who 
are supplied with canned pasteurized 
hot-pack orange juice concentrate from 
the United States, may not return to 
Spain's preserved concentrate when it 
becomes available. 

When Spain again has important ex- 
port supplies of citrus and citrus prod- 
ucts, it may be faced with a new com- 


petition from other suppliers estab- 
lished in the same fresh-fruit markets 
and continental bottlers of a type of 
concentrated orange juice with which 
it will be difficult to compete. 


Two Motor Assembly Plants 
In Stockholm To Close 


The General Motors assembly plant in 
Stockholm will close at the end of this 
year, and the Ford factory will begin to 
discontinue assembly operations in Feb- 
ruary 1957. About 350 General Motors 


employees and 150 Ford plant workers 
will be affected. 


Assembly operations have not proved 
profitable, partly because of the differ- 
ential tariff treatment for automotive 
spare parts and for completely assem- 
bled cars, according to industry sources. 
Also, sales in Sweden of the larger 
American models have not kept pace 
with the continued expansion of car 
sales in this market over the past 2 
years, , 

The emergence of a Swedish mass 
market for cars has been reflected in a 
spectacularly growing demand con- 
centrated primarily on the appeal of 
economical smaller cars, despite restric- 
tive credit and monetary policies. Sales 
have been paced by the Swedish Volvo 
and the West German Volkswagen, but 
the smaller models produced by West 
European subsidiaries of Ford and Gen- 
eral Motors, imported completely as- 
sembled, have continued to sell well in 
Sweden, 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





U. S. To Negotiate With Cuba on 


Certain Unmanutactured Tobacco 


The intention of the U. S. Government to participate, under the 
authority of the Trade Agreements Act as amended and extended, in 
limited trade agreement negotiations with the Government of Cuba was 
announced by the Interdepartmental Committee on Trade Agreements 


on October 8. 


In these negotiations, the United 
States will give consideration to pos- 
sible tariff concessions on certain types 
of unmanfactured tobacco, in exchange 
for concessions by Cuba, as follows: 
Tariff Act of 1930 

Schedule 6—Tovacco and Manufactures of 


Par. 

601 Wrapper tobacco, and filler tobacco when 
mixed or packed together with more than 
35 percentum of wrapper tobacco, all the 
foregoing, stemmed or unstemmed. 


601 Filler tobacco not specially provided for 
(except cigarette leaf tobacco), stemmed 
or unstemmed., 


603 Scrap tobacco, 


The listed types of tobacco are im- 
ported into the United States, chiefly 
from Cuba, for use in the manufacture 
of cigars. 


The negotiations will supplement those 
conducted at Geneva, Switzerland, ear- 
lier this year in which the United States, 
Cuba, and 20 other contracting parties 
te the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade participated, and any result- 
ing exchange of tariff concessions will 
be embodied in the respective schedules 
of the United States and Cuba supple- 
mental to their present schedules to the 
general agreement. 


In the case of most of the tobacco 
items listed, imports into the United 
States which are the product of Cuba 
are now entitled to preferentially lower 
duty rates than are applied to like 
products of other foreign countries. Any 
reduction in a rate applicable to the 
product of Cuba will apply to the Cuban 
product exclusively but, in order to pre- 
vent increases in margins of preference, 
such a reduction may involve a reduc- 
tion also in the rate applicable to the 
same type of tobacco which is the prod- 
uct of other countries. 


Concessions Limited 


Tariff concessions by the United States 
will be considered within the limitation 
of the authority available to the Pres- 
ident under the Trade Agreements Act 
as amended by the Trade Agreements 
Extension Act of 1955. The pertinent 
part of the legislation provides that 
rates might be reduced by 15 percent 
below the January 1, 1955, rates by 
stages of 5 percent a year over a 3-year 
period, but that no stage or reduction 
may be made effective after June 30, 
1958. Consequently there remains au- 
thority to reduce rates by only 10 per- 
cent below the January 1, 1955, rate, 
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in tWo annual stages of 5 percent each. 

In accordance with past practice and 
the requirements of trade agreements 
legislation, the Committee’s riotice sets 
in motion preparations for the negotia- 
tions, including opportunity for presen- 
tation by interested persons of both 
written and oral views on possible con. 
cessions which may be granted or ob- 
tained, and the determination of “peril 
points” by the U. S. Tariff Commission 
on all products on which the United 
States will consider granting conces- 
sions. 

CRI Hearings November 14 


The Committee for Reciprocity Infor- 
mation, which will receive the views of 
interested persons concerning any aspect 
of the proposed negotiations, has an- 
nounced that its hearings will open on 
November 14, 1956. Applications for oral 
presentation of views and information 
should be presented to the Committee 
not later than 12 noon, November 8. 
Persons desiring to be heard should also 
submit written briefs or statements to 
the Committee by 12 noon, November 8. 
Only those persons will be heard who 
have presented written briefs or state- 
ments and have filed applications to be 
heard by the dates indicated. Details 
concerning the submission of briefs and 
applications to be heard are contained 
in the Committee’s notice. 


The members of the Committee for 
Reciprocity Information and the Com- 
mittee on Trade Agreements are the 
same. They include a member of the 
U. S. Tariff Commission and representa- 
tives from the Departments of State, 
Treasury, Defense, Agriculture, Com- 
merce, Labor, and Interior, and the In- 
ternational Cooperation Administration. 

Domestic producers, importers, and 
other interested persons are invited to 
present to the Committee for Reciproc- 
ity Information views and all possible 
pertinent information about products on 
the published list. All views and infor- 
mation will be carefully considered in 
deciding whether or not a concession 
should be offered by the United States 
on each product. Consideration will also 
be given to all relevant information sub- 
mitted to the Committee for Reciprocity 
Information in connection with its hear- 
ings in October 1955 and January 1956 
in preparation for the Geneva tariff 
negotiations. Accordingly, persons who 
presented information and views at 


Financing Stepped Up 
For Surplus Products 


A plan of stepped-up assistance in 
financing exports. of surplus U. S. agri. 
cultural commodities on a _ short-term 
basis has been announced by the Export. 
Import Bank of Washington. 


The Bank is prepared to receive appli. 
cations from oversea buyers who desire 
credits to aid in obtaining U. S. agri- 
cultural surpluses when adequate credit 
is not available from the usual commer. 
cial sources. Loans for this purpose 
would be extended for periods of from 
6 months to 1 year; longer terms may 
be authorized when warranted by spe- 
cial circumstances. 


The financing is available for exports 
of the following 15 commodities: Barley, 
cheese, corn, cotton, dry edible beans, 
grain sorghums, nonfat dry milk solids, 
oats, rice, rosin, rye, tobacco, turpentine, 
vegetable oils, and wheat. This list may 
be modified from time to time after 
consultation with the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, Washington 25, D. C. 

Credits under the plan generally would 
be extended to commercial banks abroad 
to finance purchases by foreign import- 
ers, or to the importers themselves when 
the guaranty of their own banks is 
offered. These short-term credits, like 
all Export-Import Bank loans, would 
not be authorized when financing is 
available from private sources. , 


This program is being undertaken in 
accordance with the U. S. Government 
policy to make surplus agricultural com- 
modities more readily salable abroad. 





——— 


those hearings and who do not desire 
to modify or supplement such material, 
need not—but may if they wish—repeat 
their written or oral submissions. 


Tariff Commission Hearings Set 


The U. S. Tariff Commission also an- 
nounced that it will hold public hearings 
beginning November 14, 1956, in connec- 
tion with its “peril point” investigation, 
as required by section 3 (a) of the Trade 
Agreement Extension Act of 1951, on 
the extent to which U. S. concessions 
on listed products may be made in the 
negotiations without causing or threat- 
ening serious injury to a domestic in- 
dustry producing like or directly com- 
petitive products. Copies of the notice 
may be obtained from the Commission. 

Views and information received by 
the Tariff Commission in its hearings 
referred to above will made avail- 
able to the Committee for Reciprocity 
Information for consideration by the 
Interdepartméntal Committee on Trade 
Agreements, Persons who appear before 
the Tariff Commission need not—but 
may if they wish—also appear before 

(Continued on page 35) 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





ODM Sets Hearing on 


Imports of Petroleum 


The beginning of a public hearing 
on a petition filed by the Independent 
Petroleum Association of America under 
section 7 (National Security Section) 
of the Trade Agreements Extension Act 
of 1955 has been set for October 22 by 
the Office of Defense Mobilization, ac- 
cording to an October 11 announcement. 
The hearing is being held in the audi- 
torium of the General Services Adminis- 
tration “Building, 18th and F Streets 
NW., Washington, D. C. 

The petition filed on August 7, on be- 
half of 19 domestic producers’ associa- 
tions, charged that petroleum imports 
are “in such quantity as to impair the 
national security and threaten to con- 
tinue to do so to an increasing extent.” 

Briefs or other written statements 
may be filed before or during the hear- 
ing. Written rebuttal may be in supple- 
mentary briefs or statements to be filed 
with the ODM within 10 days following 
the close of the hearing. The ODM is 
located in the Executive Office of the 
President. 


U. “ae West European Firms 
Denied Export Privileges 


All U. S. export privileges have been 
temporarily denied by the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce to six firms and in- 
dividuals for alleged unlawful trans- 
shipment of U. S.-origin automobile 
parts to Gdynia, Poland. 

Named in the temporary suspension, 
effective October 4, are: George Muss- 
man~and his firms, Automotive Equip- 
ment Supply Corp. of New York City 
and Levallois-Perret (Seine), France, 





and Imex-Auto, S.A.R.L., also of Leval- 
lois-Perret; Jacques Bensa and his firm, 
Americauto, Paris, France; and Auto- 
mobile Commerciale Internationale 
(A.C.I., S.A.) of Geneva, Switzerland. 


BFC said it has reasonable grounds 
to believe that the transshipments were 
part of a very large and uncompleted 
order for automobile parts placed by 
interests in communist China. The ac- 
tion was taken to prevent further diver- 
sion of U. S. goods pending completion 
and outcome of BFC’s investigations. 

The order, which also revokes all out- 
standing export licenses naming any of 
the firms or persons, will remain in ef- 
fect for 60 days. It also prohibits the 
named firms and individuals, and any 
other person or firm with whom they 
may be associated, from receiving, de- 
livering, or otherwise participating in 
U. S. exports, either directly or indirect- 
ly. It further states that no export or 
related service involving exports from 
the United States y be performed 


for them by any firm or person withotit 
prior BFC approval. 


U.S. 3a ss 


(Continued from page 34) 


the Committee for Reciprocity Informa- 
tion, if they apply in accordance with 
the procedures of that Committee as 
outlined above. 7 


Persons wishing to suggest items on 
which the United States might request 
concessions should present their views 


to the Committee for Reciprocity In- 
formation. 








Turkey’s 1956 oats crop, estimated at 
30.7 million bushels, is more than double 
the 1945-49 average of 14 million, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 





Brazilian Prices .. . 


i (Continued from page 3) 

Cruz Alta, Rio Grande do Sul, August 
18-20, to discuss their problems with 
state and Federal authorities. Resolu- 
tions passed included holding the pro- 
duction cost to 448 cruzeiros per 60- 
kilogram sack; immediate silo and stor- 
age facility construction; and having 
the Bank of Brazil finance the purchase 
of equipment in its entirety. 

A bill also was drafted and will be 
submitted to the National Congress pro- 
posing that: The Bank of Brazil ac- 
quire all the wheat grown in 1956-57 
for sale to the mills within the coun- 
try; the import of wheat flour be pro- 
hibited; the Wheat Expansion Service 
fix an average price based on the price 
of imported wheat and the minimum 
price of domestic wheat; rigid controls 
on imports of foreign wheat during the 
harvest season for domestic wheat be 
established; the wheat trade be made 
a Government monopoly; and the total 
crop be financed by the Bank of Brazil. 

The Bahia cocoa-bean midcrop—May- 


October 22, 1956 


September 1956—is estimated at about 
1.3 million 60-kilogram bags, while the 
total 1956-57 crop is estimated at some 
2.3 million bags. Total export sales in 
August of the 1956-57 cocoa-bean crop 
amounted to 293,079 bags, of which 
164,408 were sent to the United States. 

This year’s harvest of unshelled 
Brazil nuts in the Amazon Valley was 
larger than expected by dealers and ex- 
porters. From a forecast of about 25,- 
000-28,000 metric tons, the trend of nut 
entries into Manaus and Belem markets 
indicates that this year’s harvest will 
attain 37,000 tons, or 2,000 tons more 
than the total 1955 crop. Prices, which 
were higher early in the season, have 
been relatively low since last April, but 
showed some increase in August. 

Slightly more than 80 percent of this 
year’s crop is estimated to have been 
contracted for or exported to foreign 
destinations. The remainder is expected 
to be placed before the season is ovér 
in November.—U. S. Embassy and Con- 
sulates, Brazil. 


Air Waybills Must Be 
Presented to Customs 


A new procedure designed to improve 
export-control clearance of U. S. goods 
shipped by air has been announced by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

The new procedure, effective Novem- 
ber 26, requires air carriers to present 
a copy of the air waybill covering the 
related shipment to the U. S. Collector 
of Customs at the same time the 
shipper’s export declaration is presented 
for authentication. It applies only to 
air cargo other than air mail or air 
parcel post, and only to those com- 
modities subject to antidiversion notice 
requirements. 

Under BFC’s antidiversion notice reg- 
ulations, all export documents covering 
commodities shipped under validated 
license must bear an endorsement 
identifying the importing country or 
countries and stating that unauthorized 
diversion to any other country is pro- 
hibited by U. S. Jaw. These regulations 
also apply to U. S. goods on BFC’s 
positive list of commodities shipped 
under general license, except for direct 
shipments under general license GO to 
Latin American countries. Their pur- 
pose is to warn foreign importers, 
freight forwarders, and other concerns 
handling U. S. exports against trans- 
shipping U. S. strategic goods to un- 
authorized destinations. 

The new procedure will give the cus- 
toms collector an opportunity to assure 
that the waybill and the shipper’s ex- 
port declaration conform as to the anti- 
diversion,notice, commodity description, 
shipper, ultimate consignee, and desti- 
nation, 


Only one copy of the waybill need be 
presented to the collector, BFC said. 
However, when several shipments are 
consolidated into one, the waybill for 
each individual shipment must be pre- 
sented by the consolidator (indirect 
earrier), 

This announcement is described in 
detail in BFC’s Current Export Bulletin 
No. 771, October 11. Copies of the 
bulletin may be obtained from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices, at 10 cents each. 





Financing the reconstruction of a 
road between Santipo. and Concepcion, 
Peru, at a cost of 20 million soles, has 
been approved, and it is hoped the work 
will be completed by September 1958. . 

The Ministry of Development and 
Public Works has announced that it is 
continuing to negotiate with the In- 
ternational Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development for an $8-million loan to 
improve 173 kilometers of the Central 
Highway west of Pucallpa.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Lima, 
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Special Procedures Outlined for Licensing 
Exports of Rerolling Rails in 4th Quarter 


Special requirements for licensing ex- 
ports of rerolling rats in the fourth 
quarter have been announced by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


Under quantitative restrictions estab- 
lished by BFC for the fourth quarter, 
exports of rerolling rails are limited to 
a total of 6,000 short tons, of which 
no more than 65 percent may be licensed 
to any one country. (See Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Oct. 1, p. 28.) 


BFC said the new requirements, in 
general, reflect recommendations of re- 
rolling rail exporters made at a meeting 
with BFC officials on September 26. 

Under the new procedures, effective 
October 11, all applications to @xport re- 
rolling rails must carry a certification 
that the material will be available for 
export during the license’s 6-month 
validity period. 

In addition, exporters must submit on 
Form IT or FC-821 a statement of 
their past participation in exports of 
rerolling rails to each country during 
‘the base period January 1, 1955 — 
September 20, 1956, if the quantities 
exported to all countries totaled $3,000 
or more in value. 

These data will enable BFC to 

equitably distribute the limited quota 
among “historical” exporters. Although 
the bulk of the fourth-quarter quota will 
be apportioned among these applicants, 
a small percentage will be reserved for 
applicants having_no record of past par- 
ticipation during the specified base 
period. 
_ BFC cautioned exporters who par- 
ticipated in exports during the base 
period to submit their statements no 
later than October 25, if they want to 
share in the fourth-quarter export 
quota. 

BFC also has announced that the 
filing period for submission of applica- 
tions to export rerolling rails is October 
11-December 15. 

Relaying and used rails, although 
limited to fourth-quarter export quotas 


of 4,000 and 1,500 short tons, respective- 
ly, are not subject to the new require- 
ments. Applications to export these 
materials may be filed at any time. 

In another announcement, BFC said 
that filing period for submission of ap- 
plications to export certain selenium 
commodities in the first quarter of 1957 
are December 3-December 17, 1956. 


The filing period applies to the follow- 
ing selenium commodities: Powder 
(Schedule B No. 619150); metal, except 
selenium-bearing scrap materials (B No. 
664998) ; salts and compounds, including 
selenium dioxide (B No. 839900); salts 
of organic compounds (B No. 839750); 
selenium-containing pigments (B No. 
842900); selenium-containing rubber 
compounding agents, not of coal-tar 
origin (B No. 82910); selenous acid (B 
No. 830980); and ferroselenium (B No. 
622098). 

These announcements are published 
in detail in BFC’s Current Export Bulle- 
tin No. 771, October 11, price 10 cents. 


Imports of Silk From 


Japan, France Eased 


Tussah silk piece goods may now be 
imported into the United States from 
Japan and France -directly or on a 
through bill of lading under procedures 
agreed upon by Foreign Assets Control, 
Department of the Treasury, and the 
Ministry of International Trade and In- 
dustry of the Government of Japan, and 
the Ministere de l'Industrie et du Com- 
merce of the Republic of France. 


Notice of the availability of the cer- 
tification of origin procedure for tussah 
silk piece goods appeared in the Federal 
Register, October 6. Notices of certifi- 
cation procedures for other Chinese-type 
merchandise originating in Japan and 
in France have appeared in previous 
issues of the Federal Register, and a 
list of such commodities is available 
from Foreign Assets Control, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, Washington 25, 
D.C, 
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